
MCL AGM 
RESULTS

“The MCL AGM took 
place on March 23 and 
the election results 
were . . . 
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ABUNDANT
COMMUNITIES

“Edmontonians place a 
high value on river valley 
access, playgrounds, 
parks, and walkability. 
We have that and more: 
we have great people.
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“Heart of the City is 
still seeking musical solo 
or group acts to partake 
in the Heart of the City 
Music and Arts Festival.
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“We are seeking one page 
or postcard submissions 
from residents, writers, 
and artists.
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Inside
ThIS MONTh:

Another successful Family Day took place at the McCauley Rink on February 17. Around 250 
people enjoyed skating, crafts, hot dogs, and wagon rides during the day of beautiful weather. 
The event was supported  by the McCauley Community League, City of Edmonton, and E4C. 

A Beautiful Family Day

McCauley Author Makes National List
Leif Gregerson has been named 
one of 11 Canadian writers to watch, 
on the CBC Canada Writes website. 

Gregersen is the author of four 
self-published books: Through The 
Withering Storm, a memoir of life 
with Bipolar Disorder; Green Moun-
tain Road and Selected Stories, a col-
lection of fiction; and two poetry 

books, all of which can be found 
at Tix On The Square in Churchill 
Square. He has also completed an-
other volume of short stories, and 
is working on a radio program for 
CJSR FM88 called “The Prose and 
Poetry Show.” 

“Perhaps the most important rea-
son I write it though is to express 
my inner feelings and emotions. 
I have been through a lot in my 

life, and there are a lot of things 
I left unsaid to people and there 
are also a lot of little vignettes 
that have inspired me in different 
ways,” he says. 

“Poetry seems, like no other medi-
um, to be a way for me to feel vali-
dated by giving me a way to let off 
steam before it builds up too much 
pressure. I really like it when I 
write something about love or loss 

or death or even just a moose I saw 
in a field at a young age against a 
rocky mountain backdrop, and 
someone approaches me and I 
discover that they really got the 
underlying meaning of what I was 
trying to say.” 

You can read some of Leif’s work 
at his Facebook page for Valhalla 
Books, as well as in our poetry fea-
ture in this month’s centrespread.

Quarters Cabaret at the BSCL EICHS celebrates 30 yearsDining Out at Asian Grill HouseA volunteer beyond words

  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

V O I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  S I N C E  1 9 7 9

5 13113

Photos by Bernard Soberg and Karena Tran

paula e. kirman • BMC News Staff
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McCauley Musings

paula e. kirman • BMC News Staff 

Editor’s Notes

Suite B1, 10826 – 95 Street, Edmonton AB, T5H 2E3
P: (780) 425-3475  F: (780) 429-4075

E: info@bmcnews.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Christine Chomiak, Shauna Forsyth, Gary Garrison, Jim Gurnett, 

Alistair Henning, Father Jim Holland, Wesley May, Ian Young
The board may be contacted at board@bmcnews.org

I am a total nerd when it comes 
to English literature. Most people 
know that about me. Part of my 
said nerdiness is my love of  poetry. 

However, I also know that my lit-
erary and intellectual interests are 
not always shared by everyone else. 
I know people who absolutely can’t 
stand poetry because they find 
it difficult to understand. Others 
are less hostile, but simply haven’t 
read a lot of poetry either through 
lack of opportunity or lack of inter-
est.

In some ways, Boyle Street and Mc-
Cauley are like poetry. There are 
a lot of things to discover and ex-
plore, though at times this can take 
effort and an open mind. There is 
beauty to be found in its events, 

places, and people. And, there are 
complexities here in the commu-
nity that at times can be challeng-
ing, but which make the area truly 
unique.

People who immediately write off 
this part of the city due to its social 
problems have missed the point, 
much like people who avoid poetry 
because it is “hard.” They are those 
who base their assumptions on 
stereotypes and the less than flat-
tering portrayal of the inner city in 
other forms of media. 

A single poem can have many dif-
ferent interpretations. Likewise, 
the experience of living and taking 
part in a community can be dif-
ferent for everyone. In my univer-
sity days we could spend several 
classes discussing the meaning of 
a poem in my English courses. 

Today, I enjoy hearing about peo-
ple’s different experiences in Mc-
Cauley and Boyle Street and am 
glad the paper is a forum to share 
these experiences: the good, the 
bad, the ugly, and the beautiful. 

Our theme this month is “Poetry.” 
This was for a couple of reasons: 
April is National Poetry Month 
and the area is home to a number 
of excellent and accomplished 
writers. You will read their poetic 
words throughout this issue.

As a community newspaper, we 
strive to cover events and topics 
often overlooked by other media. 
If you have a story idea or would 
like to join our growing list of 
contributors, please contact me 
any time at editor@bmcnews.
org. 

You don’t have to be a profes-
sional writer or photographer 
to contribute to BMC News. We 

welcome contributors from all 
backgrounds and skill levels. If 
you would like to develop your 
writing skills or want tips on 
how to take great photos, that’s 
what I am here for.  To give you 
a creative head start, our upcom-
ing themes include Spirituality 
(May), Sports (June), and Sum-
mer (July/August). Deadlines are 
always on the 12th of the month.  
Submissions don’t have to relate 
to the theme.

Have you checked out our web-
site lately? We have many readers 
in the community and beyond 
who enjoy the paper online. You 
can find a full searchable archive 
of most of our back issues, a com-
munity event calendar, and  you 
can submit a classified or event. 
Visit www.bmcnews.org.

Do you want to respond to 
something that you read in 
these pages or that is going 
on in the community? Share 
your thoughts with a Letter to 
the Editor. Send your letters to 
editor@bmcnews.org. Letters 
may be edited for length or 
clarity and publication is not 
guaranteed.

OFFICE STAFF
EDITOR • Paula E. Kirman
editor@bmcnews.org
VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS • 
Colleen Chapman & Paula E. Kirman
volunteer@bmcnews.org
LAYOUT AND DESIGN • Vikki Wiercinski
design@bmcnews.org
ADVERTISING • Vikki Wiercinski
ads@bmcnews.org
PROOFREADER • Barbara B. Kirman
ACCOUNTING • Rosalie Gelderman
THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

WRITERS AND PhOTOgRAPhERS
Manon Aubry, Keri Breckenridge, Karen Bursey, 
Tamara Dabels, Pieter de Vos, Candas Jane Dorsey, 
Georgina Fiddler, Isabelle Foord, Gary Garrison, Clara 
Gladue, Nicholas Hermansen, John Hooper, Paula 
E. Kirman, Chris Leclair, Cam MacDonald, Joanne 
McNeal, Kylee Nixon, Ping Nixon-Hermansen, 
Saadia Reaz, Karen Simons, Bernard Soberg, Deborah 
Stewart, Karena Tran, Mike Van Boom, Ian Young

Our goal is to report issues fairly and provide 
a variety of perspectives on issues affecting 
this community. The opinions expressed in 
Boyle McCauley News are those of the people 
named as the authors of the articles, and do 
not necessarily reflect those of the Board, 
staff, or Editorial Committee of the paper.

Boyle McCauley News is a non-profit newspaper published ten times yearly by the Boyle 
McCauley Community Newspaper Society. The Society is made up of the people who live and 

work in the Boyle Street and McCauley neighbourhoods. 
Opinions expressed in the newspaper are not necessarily those of the Board of Directors. Any 

submissions may be subject to editing for length and suitability.
Advertisements from political parties and politicians are paid for. Boyle McCauley News does 

not support or endorse any political party or viewpoint. 

Circulation 6000 • Since 1979 • www.bmcnews.org

Letters to the EditorOur Next Issue. . .

Vol. 35 NO. 3  • ApRIl 2014

Boyle Street 
and McCauley 
Crime and 
Safety 
Numbers
Report “john” activity & license plate numbers • (780) 421-2656

Report Problem Properties & Derelict Houses • (780) 496-6031

Report Gang Activity • (780) 414-4567
       

EPS General Crime/Complaints • (780) 423-4567

EPS website • police.edmonton.ab.ca
- click on Crime Prevention 
- click on Prostitution Resource Centre

REACH Edmonton website • www.reachedmonton.ca

Report A Drug House • (780) 426-8229  
reportadrughouse@police.edmonton.ab.ca

A Poetic Community

May’s theme is “Spirituality.” 
This does not have to mean “re-
ligion.” What is your faith tradi-
tion? What do you believe and 
why? Do you meditate? Do yoga?  
Deadline is April 12. Submissions 
should be no longer than 500 
words and be accompanied by 
photos when possible. Send your 
work to: editor@bmcnews.org.

BLOCK CARRIERS
Sandra Barnes, Brockman Family, Sara 
Coumantarakis & Gary Garrison, Michelle 
Cumming, Barry Daniels, John Gee, 
Rosalie Gelderman, Rich Gossen & Anne 
Fitzpatrick, Jim Gurnett, John Hooper, Ann-
Marie Johnson, Layna Johnson, Wesley 
May, Shari Mati, Dalyce McElhinney, Bob 
McKeon, Phil O’Hara, Rob Pearson, Erin 
Pocai, Kate Quinn,  Karen & Joe Simons, 
Bernard Soberg, Garry Spotowski, Gordon 
Stamp, Alex Stewart, Heather Van Boom, 
Miriam VanNiejenhuis, John-West Family.
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Letters to the Editor

EPS Clarification to March Letter 
Regarding Police Moving Out of 
Downtown 

In the March Boyle McCauley News there was 
information that all main police station re-
sources will be moving into the Remand Cen-
tre in 2017, and that other resources such as 
the Chief’s Office and administration will be 
moving out of the downtown core. This infor-
mation is incorrect. The Edmonton Police Ser-
vice Downtown Division will remain in its cur-
rent location, and there are no plans to move 
to the Remand Centre. The Chief’s Office will 
also remain downtown.

Bad Behaviour Must Stop

As a resident of Boyle Street and a former 
board member of the Boyle McCauley 
News, I feel I must weigh in on the 
absurdity that has appeared to take over 
the last few issues of the BMC News.

I am not a member of the McCauley 
Community League and I have no first-
hand knowledge of what goes on with that 
board. I only see what has become “public” 
- and I have to say that I am shocked by the 
incredibly bad behaviour being displayed 
by certain members of the MCL. Yes, I have 

read the paper and yes, I have seen the 
Facebook posts.

Of course, this bad behaviour isn’t a 
new thing. As a member of the labour 
community, I was shocked and angered 
last year when the Edmonton and District 
Labour Council was forced to move their 
long-standing community Labour Day 
event to another date because members of 
the MCL did not want the event to continue 
in the community as it had done, without 
problems, for almost 25 years. I read the 
arguments and definitely did not agree with 
the sentiments expressed by the MCL. There 
are always two sides to every story. Clearly, 
the NIMBY syndrome is alive and well and 
expressed by some residents in McCauley.

The March 2014 issue of the BMC News 
contained several letters and even an article 
that dealt with the alleged attacks on the 
members of the MCL. As I read the letters, 
I was struck by the fact that their writers 
were outraged by what they perceived as an 
attack on the MCL by other members of the 
community and by the Board and Editor of 
the BMC News. Interestingly enough, those 
letters were attacking - the writers were 
doing exactly what they were accusing the 
other community members of doing! The 
irony of that just makes me shake my head! 
It seems that while some talk the talk about 

wanting and encouraging differing opinions, 
that is not always the case.

I was involved with the BMC News as a 
director, co-chair, and chair for several 
years. I have found the people involved 
with the paper – both staff and volunteers 
– to be professional, unbiased, and caring 
community activists. It is unfortunate that 
the integrity of the paper and those who 
make it happen every month are being 
called into question for publishing views 
that are not “popular” with a segment of 
the community. Last time I looked, freedom 
of speech in Canada is protected as a 
“fundamental freedom” under the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Section 
2b of the Charter explicitly states that we 
all have the right to “freedom of thought, 
belief, opinion and expression, including 
freedom of the press and other media of 
communication.”

I say it is time to stop the bad behaviour 
and sincerely try and get along. If the 
goal is to make this community thrive 
and flourish, then all points of view must 
be heard and they must be heard in a 
respectful manner. Attacking those with 
different or opposing views serves no one 
well.

 - Deborah Stewart

Gary Garrison: Beyond Words
Gary Garrison moved to Mc-
Cauley in 2003. “I moved 
here because I wanted to be 
able to live without a car in 
a place close to downtown 
where there was a sense of 
community in the neighbour-
hood, where people cared 
about each other. I got that in 
spades when I moved into a 
place in the Inn Roads Hous-
ing Coop, across from McCau-
ley School.”

As for why he likes living in 
the neighbourhood, Gary lists 
“the friendliness and hospi-
tality of McCauley and the di-
versity of people from all over 
the world, the multi-cultural, 
multi-ethnic rainbow of peo-
ple, including homeowners, 
renters, and people in need all 
coming together.”

Gary started volunteering 
with the paper first as a con-
tributor. “I wanted to contrib-
ute to the community, and I 
decided the best place to start 
would be to share my writ-
ing skills and my interest in 
social justice. My first pieces 
were about vandalism, break-
ins, household security, and 
community policing. Working 

on that helped me appreciate 
how individuals working to-
gether create a safer, healthi-
er, neighbourhood. I saw ded-
icated people doing the work 
of building community,” he 
says.

More recently, Gary joined 
the paper’s board. “The BMC 
News is not just a newslet-
ter but some of the glue that 
holds this community to-
gether and makes it stronger. 
When I interview someone 

for an article, I represent the 
community and my writing 
has the ability to establish 
and strengthen connections 
within the community. When 
I meet someone on the street 
or in the grocery lineup at the 
Italian Centre or Lucky 97 and 
they comment on something 
I’ve written in the paper, I 
know there are dozens more 
people who were also affected 
by my work and the work of 
other contributors. I can see 
that our community is healthy 

and alive, and I’m glad to be 
part of that, through the pa-
per.”

A multi-talented individual, 
Gary is an accomplished poet. 
He volunteers for the Artist 
on the Wards program at the 
University of Alberta hospital, 
where he offers to write poetry 
for patients and visitors. He is 
also an avid cyclist, gardener, 
and musician. “I love playing 
music on my flute, harmonica, 
and guitar, and I enjoy singing 
and playing music with other 
people. I’m co-grandparenting 
two young children, and I en-
joy playing with them, teaching 
them new things and learning 
from them how to see the world 
every day as a place of beauty 
and wonder.”

Last year, Gary co-authored Mc-
Cauley Then and Now, a book 
about the history of McCauley. 
“I’d just like to say that working 
on the McCauley historical proj-
ect last year helped me appreci-
ate that we who live in McCauley 
today benefit from the richness 
of our history every time we walk 
down the street, every time we 
reflect on who walked this land 
before us, and yet the kind of 
community we want to have to-
day and for the future is up to us. 
Only we can keep our community 
alive, help it grow, and make it 
stronger and richer.”

paula e. kirman • BMC News Staff 

Our Volunteers

Gary Garrison. Supplied      
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THIS PAGE IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT FROM THE CITY OF EDMONTON

s c h e d u l e d  e v e n t s

the publicity campaign begins with you!  Our vision is to improve the 
vibrancy of Mccauley by having all citizens view the community as a great 

place to live, work and start a business.  look at the incoming developments 
surrounding the community such as the Provincial museum, the Galleria, 
and the Arena.  this is an opportune time to promote our community as a 
place to invest in.  Many recent sales of property and houses tells us the 
forecast is looking healthy for the whole community and the downtown 

areas.  With the support of the local businesses , the drive is on to promote 
what exists in Mccauley and invite new businesses to join in the opportunity 

of our community.  engaging people in meaningful and memorable 
experiences encourages them to come back and make it a destination of 
choice.  the cultural experience is high on the list of many citizens when 

they visit Mccauley, but this campaign will take it one step further by inviting 
people to become part of the culture. You can help by spreading the word.  
Wear your button and promote our neighbourhood.  Put your sign in your 
window or car window. support your businesses by joining in activities.  

tell people you know why Mccauley is a preferred place to live or have a 
business in.  

Get YOuR shOes On And Meet Me In MccAuleY!

s c h e d u l e d  e v e n t s
March	 SaSSy	SucculentS	-	ZocaloS	10826	-	95	Street

Wear your button and you will receive a free plant and coffee. Bring a friend to Zocalos as 
it continues to be one of the best art/gift stores in edmonton. 
Dates	&	time: Mar. 26 – Apr. 2, 10 am to 5 pm 

March	 cheeSaliciouS	-	ital	centre	10878	-	95	Street
Wear your button to attend 2 different free cheese workshops at the Ital centre
learn about the history of Italian cheese and get your free plate of samples. 
Dates	&	time: Mar. 27 & 28, 6 to 7 pm 

april	 Sweet	tea	-	Maria	pacewynterS	gallery/Store	-	chinatown
Meet at the gallery for your free cup of tea, an almond cookie and a free postcard.
Date	&	time: saturday, Apr. 26, 10 am to 5 pm

May	 SuperSeeD	-	St	JoSaphat’S	church	-	10825	-	97	Street
Wear your button to the st Josaphats church front door where you will be treated to a 
historical tour and receive a free bag of seeds for your garden.
Date	&	time: saturday, May 17, 10 am first session or 11 am second session 

June		 SubS	anD	SlapShotS	-	coMMonwealth	StaDiuM	-	11000	-	StaDiuM	rD
Wear your button to the parking lot behind commonwealth. come out and play street 
hockey with the police and get yourself a free sub and refreshments which are all 
sponsored by the Ital-seniors canadian Association. 
Date	&	time: sunday, Jun. 29, 11 am to 1 pm 

July	 DiM	SuM	brunch	-	eMperorS	palace	-	10638	-	100	Street
Wear your button to emperors Palace and you will be treated to a free meal on this day 
only. the first 25 people wearing buttons eat for free. 
Date	&	time: saturday, Jul. 5, 9:30 am to noon

July		 Star	bright,	Star	light	-	FireworkS	at	the	workS	-	10635	95	Street
come and watch the fireworks. Wear your button and you will be one of 200 to receive a “I 
love Mccauley’ cupcake.
Date	&	time: tuesday, Jul. 1, 8 to 10 pm canada day

July	 bola	burgerS	-	Mary	burlie	park	-	97	Street	105	avenue
show up with your button and you will be treated to one of the best Bola burgers you’ll 
ever taste courtesy of Best OF AFRIcA.
Date	&	time: tuesday, Jul. 1, 1 to 4 pm canada day

auguSt							 rice	iS	nice	-	kiM	Fat	grocery	-	9905	107ave
come do your shopping and take a look at many culturally unique groceries.  Wear your 
button for free rice and a cool refreshment designed for you.  
Date	&	time: saturday, Aug. 16, noon to 5 pm

auguSt					 peace	pleaSe	-	paDManaDi	reStaurant	10740	-	101	Street	
Join in the Friday buffet and wear your button to have a free meal on.
Date	&	time: Friday, Aug. 29, noon - 2 pm.  
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Back in 2012 I had the pleasure 
of working with Dyan Semple 
from the Learning Centre to host 
some creative writing workshops 
at McCauley Boys & Girls Club, 
and in 2013 we released a chap-
book of independent local writ-
ers and photographers called 
The McCauley Writers Atlas. Five 
hundred copies were printed and 
distributed to great acclaim.  

So, you may be asking, what is 
a writers atlas? A writers atlas 
shows and tells about an area 
through poetry, short story and 
visual art. When you hear the 
word atlas, you think of the tra-
ditional maps in a book. An at-
las is a visual representation of 
an area. Whether that’s through 
writing or drawing or photogra-
phy, this project hopes to bring 
together different images and 
ideas about living in Edmonton’s 
downtown neighbourhoods, es-
pecially in McCauley.

Now it’s spring 2014 and the folks 
who published The McCauley 
Writers Atlas are back at it again, 
hosting a weekly writing group 
on Tuesday nights from 6-8 
p.m. at Zocalo (10826 95 Street), 
the beloved flower shop café in 
the heart of McCauley.

Local writers meet 
Tuesday nights at six
Sip coffee at Zocalo

A fresh inspired setting
Stories and poetry

Pictures and drawing
Guest writers and artists 
Workshops and readings

Build community
Be creative

 
This writing group is being sup-
ported by E4C, McCauley Revi-
talization, and AHS Wellness 
Networks. The goal for this writ-
ing group is to explore themes of 
community through a variety of 
group activities and guest speak-
ers. From journaling basics and 

writing prompts to spoken word 
and poetry readings, this series 
will run for 12 weeks from March 
through May, and again for an-
other six weeks in autumn 2014. 

Guest artists who will be com-
ing this spring include Jason Lee 
Norman, Writer-in-Residence at 
Edmonton Public Library, and Anna 
Marie Sewell, one of Edmonton’s 
past Poet Laureates. 

Some workshops coming up in-
clude Poetry with Gary Garrison, 
Community Journalism with Paula 
E. Kirman, and Photovoice with Le-
thal Olson. 

Our emerging group of local writers 
will also be publishing the Second 
Edition of The McCauley Writers At-
las, a series of limited run chapbooks 
featuring poetry, street writing, 
found art, zinery, photography, 
and other creative musings on 
Edmonton’s dynamic downtown 
McCauley community.

 We are seeking one page or post-
card submissions from residents, 
writers, and artists. All contributors 
will be given copies of The McCau-
ley Writers Atlas, set to be published 
again in fall 2014.
 
Please mail submissions, including 
a return address, to:
 
The McCauley Writers Atlas
C/O E4C McCauley Apartments 
B08 9541 108A Avenue 
Edmonton, AB 
T5H 4G8
 
You can also email submissions to: 
mccauleywritersatlas@gmail.com
 
The McCauley Writers Atlas seeks 
writers and artists of all stripes to 
grow our collective of like-minded 
creative types exploring themes 
about and related to inner city life. 
You can find The McCauley Writ-
ers Atlas writing group on Face-
book and down at Zocalo Tuesday 
nights at 6 p.m.

Return of the McCauley Writers Atlas
david prodan

Spring is here! An exclamation, 
a breath of fresh air, a burst of 
energy, a joyous relief - spring 
is here. What does spring mean 
to you? If it means getting out-
side and getting your hands 
dirty, then I aspire to be you. If 
you, like me, want to get more 
involved in gardening, here is 
what is happening in the Boyle 
Street and McCauley neigh-
bourhoods around communi-
ty gardening in the month of 
April.

Volunteer applications for Mc-
Cauley Community Garden are 
being accepted on an ongoing 
basis. For more information 
on how you can be involved in 
McCauley Community Garden 
phone (780) 424- 2870 or email 
mccauleygarden@gmail.com. 

An introduction to the work-
shop series “Community Gar-
dening 101” will be held at Mc-
Cauley School on Wednesday, 
April 23 at 4 p.m. This series in-
troduces the basics of commu-
nity gardening. Topics include: 
lighting, soil, composting, 
companion plants, watering, 
and community. This four week 
workshop series will run on 
Wednesdays in May. As part of 
the Wellness Network, these 

workshops are open to every-
one. Guest facilitators from the 
community will present on the 
topics. If you are interested in 
participating or facilitating a 
workshop, phone (780) 424-
2870. 

The LIVINGbridge is looking 
for interested gardeners and 
committee members. The LIV-
INGbridge is an urban garden 
located atop an abandoned rail 
bridge in downtown Edmonton 
(over 97 Street at 105 Avenue). It 
was inspired by urban designs 
to revitalize an under-utilized 
area. The LIVINGbridge hopes 
to foster pride and community 
engagement for the Downtown 
Edmonton, McCauley and Boyle 
Street neighbourhoods that in-
tersect its borders. For more 
information about this project, 
email livingbridge.edmonton@
gmail.com. 

On Sunday, April 27, the McCau-
ley Community Garden will be 
tidying up the garden space at 
McCauley School and preparing 
garden beds for growing.  Volun-
teers are needed between 11 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. A barbecue for volun-
teers will be held afterwards.

Sacha is the community develop-
ment support worker at E4C Mc-
Cauley Apartments. 

Preparing for the 
Growing Season

sacha deelstra

Quarters Cabaret at Boyle Street Plaza

The Quarters Cabaret is a monthly arts social held at the Boyle Street 
Plaza from 6-10 p.m. on the last Friday of the month. It features music, 
an open stage, and poetry readings. The February 28 event had perfor-
mances by Bill Bourne (top) and hip hop artist Mitchmatic. Paula E. Kirman
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Letters to the EditorHousing Meeting Gives Hope
On the evening of March 11, a meet-
ing called “Meet the Realizing Hous-
ing Potential Project Team” was 
attended by community members 
from McCauley, Alberta Avenue, 
and Central McDougall. Also pres-
ent were Revitalization Coordina-
tors and Planners, the Executive Di-
rector for the North Edge Business 
Revitalization Zone (e.g. 107 ave), 
and City representatives from the 
Housing Branch including Plan-
ners. Two consultants were leading 
the meeting, one from Edmonton to 
facilitate, and another from Toronto 
(SHS Consulting Inc.) specializing in 
housing policies and homelessness.

The meeting was an engaging ex-
change of dialogue. All were asked 
to share what they loved or what 
struck them about the five neigh-

bourhoods to be addressed in this 
project. These neighbourhoods are 
those involved in the non-market 
housing funding pause, and they 
are Eastwood, Alberta Avenue, Mc-
Cauley, Central McDougall, and 
Queen Mary Park. Opinions ranged 
from neighbourhood involvement, 
culture and diversity, and history, to 
trees, character homes, walkability, 
and location in the city’s core. 

The meeting quickly veered toward 
the issues most pressing for the resi-
dents: homelessness and associated 
agencies, ghettoization, a permis-
sive and uncontrolled disorderly en-
vironment, concentration of pover-
ty and economic imbalance, crime, 
and the lack of safety for individu-
als and families. Although the City 
has programs to address homes in 
disrepair, derelict housing, and sec-
ondary suites, the residents present 

stated unanimously that these will 
not be effective in creating desired 
improvements in these neighbour-
hoods without addressing the other 
pressing issues. 

The consultant from Toronto stated 
that as each area is different, sepa-
rate plans will be created for each 
neighbourhood with the help of 
residents. He described the plans as 
strategic road maps that define our 
values and mission on housing is-
sues.  New models such as (the city-
wide) “Fair Distribution of Housing” 
and socially mixed neighbourhoods 
were discussed, as were approaches 
to preserving historic housing stock 
while encouraging quality infill of 
new homes. 

Other important topics included 
the pause in non-market housing 
funding not being able to address 

the fact that core neighbourhoods 
are already greatly skewed in terms 
of socio-economic representation. 
Also mentioned was the fact that 
the pause does not prevent con-
tinued concentration of poverty 
when rental subsidies are directed 
to “paused” neighbourhoods.  The 
5% minimum and 20% maximum 
per neighbourhood in non-market 
housing that the City has adopted 
would seek to give people more 
choice as to where to live and stem 
the trend in maxed out areas like 
McCauley. This was discussed with 
a focus on how these targets will be 
met, especially in a climate where 
poverty and homelessness segre-
gated into core neighbourhoods has 
been naturalized and accepted by 
many Edmontonians.  

The meeting was hopeful, although 
much work remains to be done. 

Odyssey Tower Likely 
a No-Go

MCL AGM Results: A New Board Elected

A zoning change meeting was held 
on the evening of February 20 at 
the Santa Maria Goretti commu-
nity centre where members of the 
community were given the oppor-
tunity to hear architectural firm 
GMH’s plans to build a new struc-
ture is a block west of Jasper Av-
enue at 10438-91 Street. This was 
a follow up meeting based on the 
input from the community after 
the last meeting several years ago. 

Currently, the spot is zoned as RA7 
(low rise apartment). The proposal 
is to change the zoning to DC1 (di-
rect development control) so that 
a 23 story 131 unit residential high-
rise (the Odyssey) can be built. At 
the site there is a 1906 heritage 
house that has been left intact and 
incorporated into GMH’s plans. 

The overwhelming response from 
community members was disap-

proval for the new development. 
They objected to this particular 
building for a number of reasons 
raised at the first meeting, but were 
never addressed by GMH: that the 
building is too tall; too dense pop-
ulation-wise; and too close to all 
neighbouring structures. It was 
noted that the building would be 
50 feet from surrounding struc-
tures and that the City’s recom-
mendation for this distance is 120 
feet. 

This was the last consult meet-
ing. The City planning group will 
recommend to council that the 
project not go ahead based on in-
put from community members 
present. This recommendation 
will not be binding however, and 
any further objection will likely re-
sult in a public hearing at a future 
date. Community members will be 
notified via the Boyle Street Com-
munity League of future dates and 
developments. 

One of the challenges of publish-
ing a print newspaper is that of-
ten important community events 
fall between our deadlines. The 
McCauley Community League’s 
AGM is one such example. The 
MCL AGM took place on March 

23 and over 160 people attended. 

The election results were:

Michael Van Boom
Phil O’Hara
Rosalie Gelderman

Dan Glugosh
Grace Kuipers
Randy Loewen
Peter Mawson
Fr. Jim Holland
Shauna Forsyth
Alexandria Felicitas
Megan Heather

Board positions were yet to 
be determined as of  press 
time. Meredith Porter re-
mains on as Past President. 
We will  have more coverage 
of the MCL AGM in our May 
issue.

kylee nixon 

Green Shack Program 
Reduced to Half Days

No Outdoor Soccer Season 
for McCauley

The Green Shack program, offering 
outdoor recreational activities for chil-
dren in community parks across the 
city during the summer months, has 
been changed to part time.

This decision was made by the City 
and affects about 180 communities.  
Prior to 2013, the City utilized pro-
vincial employment grants to partly 
fund the Green Shack program. These 
grants were not intended for recre-

ation and were eliminated in 2013, 
during which additional funds for the 
program were provided by City Coun-
cil.

Funding for half day Green Shack pro-
grams is being provided by the City for 
2014. Questions concerning the pro-
gram can be directed to McCauley’s 
Community Recreation Coordinator 
Karen Kennedy at karen.kennedy@
edmonton.ca

Registrations dates for neighbour-
hood children that were scheduled in 
late February and early March were 
cancelled when the McCauley Com-
munity League was unable to find a 
soccer director for the 2014 season 
in time to register with the Edmon-
ton North Zone Soccer Association 
(EMSA).

Players that were pre-registered were 
transferred to Delton and other play-

ers who later registered were trans-
ferred to Delton and Highlands by 
EMSA.

However, at the paper’s deadline time 
several McCauley residents were  
starting up a neighbourhood soccer 
program where children could play a 
couple of evenings a week. Dates and 
times were pending. For more infor-
mation, contact mccauleysoccer@
hotmail.com. 

However, residents band together for 
neighbourhood soccer program.

kylee nixon 
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Traditional Celebrations Prostitution: Canada 
at a Crossroads

“I want to go home to celebrate 
the Lunar New Year with my chil-
dren and grandchildren and great 
grandchildren,” said my father. 
However, my father is 93 years old 
with dementia, and my mother is 
one year younger. They are un-
able travel the long trip to Viet-
nam.

I asked the Intercultural Daycare 
and Multicultural Health Bro-
kers to create an opportunity for 
children to explore the Lunar 
New Year celebration (called Tet 
in the Vietnamese language). It 
also gave my parents the chance 
to carry out their wish of having 
a family meal on the first day of 
the New Year and giving red lucky 
money to younger generations.

Friday, January 31, 2014, was the 
first day of the Year of the Wood-
en Horse. Workers from the day-
care and my co-workers helped 
to decorate the space with yellow 
blossom flowers, tea, rice cakes, 
coconut cookies, and vegetarian 
noodles dishes. Our parents ar-
rived at the McCauley Centre at 
10:30 a.m. We and the daycare 
children greeted our parents 
with common salutations in the 
Vietnamese language:

•	 Long life of 100 years: 
Song Lau Tram Tuoi
•	 Plenty of health: Suc Kho 
Doi Dao

•	 May myriad things go 
according to your will: Van 
Su Nhu Y

Each of us received a new loonie 
in a red envelope. This act of re-
ceiving and keeping the lucky 
money for a whole year means 
we always have money and we are 
happy with what we have. 

Eating a vegetarian meal on the 
first day of the New Year means 
we are well disciplined. Then, we 
enjoyed the New Year treats.

•	 Be kind to others: no killing 
animals for any reason
•	 Be gentle to home environ-
ment: do not litter

The second day of Tet is reserved 
for teachers and elders in the com-
munity who command respect in 
Vietnam. Local temples are pop-
ular spots for people to donate 
and to get fortunes told during 
Tet. Prosperous families can pay 
for dragon dancers to perform at 
their house, and they are also free 
and fun to watch performing on 
the street.

My parents were happy and re-
turned home. We call “Xong nha” 
which is the most important ritu-
als during Tet, when someone is 
the first person to enter a house. 

Then, my father touched the 
branches of yellow blossom and 
green bamboo in the big vase 
and said: “This blossom blooms 
forever.”

More on the Community Action Team (CAT)

Again I had the privilege of orga-
nizing the last CAT deployment 
from February 19-22. The last CAT 
I was in charge of was in Decem-
ber. Due to its huge success we 
were asked to deploy in the same 
area as last time. In addition, we 
track crime every day and it was 
determined through EPS analysts 
and Edmonton Transit Security 
(ETS) analysts that the LRT main 
line from Churchill Station to 
Coliseum Station during certain 
times was one of the higher areas 
of crime in the downtown area. 
Looking at our crime stats we 
decided to deploy between the 
hours of 12 p.m. and 9 p.m.

The CAT deployment is part of 
a Violence Reduction Strategy, 
Edmonton Police Service (EPS) 
implements monthly. The (CAT) 
deploys to high-risk places and 
neighbourhoods in an effort to 
reduce the severity, frequency, 
and fear and perception of vio-
lence and disorder.

CAT is an organized and focused 
mobile police unit created to 
identify and target struggling, at-
risk communities in the City of 
Edmonton. It is supplemented by 
a variety of community partners. 
CAT empowers, educates, and 
reassures communities that the 
EPS is dedicated to curbing crime 
and restoring the faith of our citi-
zens through its part in the Vio-
lence Reduction Strategy.

During this CAT deployment 
EPS partnered with Edmonton 
Transit Security (ETS) for the sup-
pression and enforcement por-
tion. We conducted deliberate 

and focused enforcement in and 
around the LRT at Churchill Sta-
tion, Stadium Station, and Coli-
seum Station. We also focused 
in and around the Stanley Milner 
Library and the City Center Mall. 
There were many arrests made 
and over4000 public interac-
tions.

The CAT project is twofold in its 
deployment. It also involves pre-
vention, intervention, and edu-
cation. We again partnered up 
with REACH and the EPS Cadets. 
The City Centre Mall supplied us 
with tables and a place to set up 
a booth. Sorrentino’s, from the 
City Centre Mall, donated free 
coffee for the event. It’s amazing 
how free coffee will attract peo-
ple. We set up at the entrance to 
the pedway system near the food 
court in the mall. This was a great 
spot to bring people to the booth. 
REACH staff interacted with re-
cord breaking amount of people 
numbering over 2000. We ei-

ther gave them crime prevention 
material or referred them to an 
agency which would have assist-
ed them in some way. 

During the CAT deployment, we 
had numerous people approach 
us and make comments such as, 
“I have never felt so safe walking 
around down here more so than 
in the last three days!” Seniors and 
patrons riding the LRT system reg-
ularly commented to our members 
on how safe they felt riding the 
trains these last four days . . . espe-
cially the last two days. Our mem-
bers stated that they could tell that 
the patrons were definitely much 
more relaxed and there was little 
to no tension in the “air.”

When I hear these comments 
coming from the community I 
find all the hard work worth it!

Cst. Wasmuth can be con-
tacted at darren.wasmuth@
edmontonpolice.ca.

nhan lu

Pacific Notes

In December of 2013, the Su-
preme Court of Canada struck 
down three laws related to pros-
titution:  keep or be found in a 
common bawdy house, S. 210; 
living off the avails, S. 212 (1)
(j);  and, communicating for the 
purposes of prostitution, S. 213 
(1) (c). Canadians and our elected 
representatives must make deci-
sions in 2014: we could have no 
laws (decriminalization); rely on 
existing laws (e.g. sexual assault, 
human trafficking, pimping); or, 
create new laws.  

In the late eighties, Boyle Street 
and McCauley residents mobi-
lized when prostitution activity 
affected our daily lives. We met, 
walked the streets, and advocat-
ed for safety, especially for chil-
dren. In 1992, the police counted 
250 exploited children and 750 
women on Edmonton street cor-
ners. The Chief declared 1992 
“the year of the john.” The City 
counted traffic around McCauley 
School, noting 3700 cars in a 24 
hour period, when there should 
only have been 700. The “johns” 
harassed girls on their way to 
school, and women waiting for 
the bus.  

In 1995, a McCauley community 

group wrote to the Federal Min-
ister of Justice, advocating for a 
new law. We saw the power im-
balance between the “demand” 
and the “supply.” We felt the 
impact of circling vehicles, dis-
carded condoms, and crime. 
There were some positive ini-
tiatives, but no change to laws. 
Now, Canada could create a 
new law and public awareness 
to decrease the demand that 
fuels the market. We could in-
vest more in poverty reduction, 
healing, and social equality.   

This could shift cultural 
norms, like Canada has done 
with smoking. Are there still 
people who smoke? Are tobac-
co corporations still profitable? 
Yes, but, action was taken to 
protect people from the effects 
of second-hand smoke, edu-
cate those who smoke about 
health risks, and increase to-
bacco cessation programs. 
Land that once grew tobacco 
now grows blueberries or other 
crops. We could live in a country 
that doesn’t tolerate the exploita-
tion and trafficking of vulnerable 
persons.  

Kate is the Executive Director of 
CEASE: Centre to End All Sexu-
al Exploitation and a resident of 
McCauley.

kate quinn

cst. darren wasmuth • EPS CLC

Cop’s Corner
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What is 
Poetry?
What is poetry? Poetry can’t really 
be defined. The best one can do 
is to describe some of its incarna-
tions. Historically, poetry has been 
described as a mode of discourse 
that is set apart from everyday 
speech by its metre (measured 
rhythm), rhyme, compression, 
imagery, or some combination of 
those elements. 

Poetic forms are limitless. You 
can use an established form that 
requires a certain metre and a 
certain rhyme scheme. Or, you 
can invent your own form. For de-
cades now, “free verse” has been 
the dominant “form,” whether the 
content is narrative, lyric, or some-
thing else. Free verse means there 
is no set metre and no necessary 
rhyme, though free verse might 
employ both for effect. Each poet 
creates the form he or she needs 
for a particular poetic utterance.

However, even free verse is not as 
free as it sounds. Most writers and 
readers of poetry agree that even 
if a poem does not use rhyme or 
recognizable metre, it still must 
exhibit intentional and crafted 
language and very focused per-
ception, thought, and insight to be 
called poetry (rather than prose). 
The best poetry today is still char-
acterized by clever compression 
of thought (in the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries they 
called this “wit”), vivid imagery 
(American modernists pioneered 
an “imagist” movement early in 
the twentieth century, sometimes 
writing extremely short poems 
that focused on one concrete 
thing, like haiku), a sharp insight 
concerning an experience or nat-
ural phenomenon, or challenging 
word play.  

But if this all sounds rather alarm-
ing, don’t worry about it. If you 
write poetry simply to express 
yourself, no one is going to stop 
you. Words are wonderful things; 
just mucking around with words 
can provide hours of absorbing 
work. And how will you ever write 
a poem if you don’t pick up that 
pencil and start mucking about? 
Verse is, after all, free.

Dr. Karen Simons is a McCauley res-
ident, a writer, and an academic in 
the study of English. Currently, she 
is writer-in-residence for the Angli-
can Diocese of Edmonton and has 
recently written and co-produced 
(with director Caroline Howarth) 
a full-length play on the poet John 
Donne. A more detailed version of 
this article appears on our website.

karen simons

The Ash in 
Giovanni Caboto 
Park 
A wooden stake in the heart of the park.
A green canopy between soccer field
and playground, a shadow 60 feet round
and just as tall. A Maypole, a playboy,
father of fall samara showers
for a century, the helicopter toys
his harem launches in September winds.

Every spring his yellow-green leaves
stretch out to catch the light, glow golden
when the sun is low, glisten after rain,
listen to the laughter of little children
let loose after six months of darkness.
Every summer branches grow stouter,
twigs reach farther away from the trunk.
Every October the wind, the cold, the dark,
the invisible backward tilt of planet earth
strip him naked and send children away. 
Every year the bark’s spiral furrows deepen. 
Along the widest wrinkles, russet streaks
spread, varicose veins on gray corduroy.
Every year, his trunk, 12 feet around,
expands by yet another narrow ring.

He’s not supposed to live this long, to weather
a hundred winters. Six blocks to the south,
the Paskins house is a hundred and ten.
It’s been renovated time and again.
But this tree, he’s healed himself of disease,
housed beetles, peckers, worms, and waxwings,
sheltered derelicts from the wind and rain,
and wanted no more than a manicure,
now and then, to clip broken branches.
Fraxinus pennsylvanica, green ash,
a migrant to these parts, Yankee settler
from the east whose Edmonton was meaner,
less civilized, yet planted little trees.

When he dies and topples and foresters
cut his trunk to read the story of his rings,
his last wish, to have a festival of fire:
the crack and pop of cellulose set loose,
a pillar of flame, a red spark barrage
like a fan of rocket flares arcing free,
a throng of people dancing round and round
to thumping drums, holding each other’s hands.
The pile of ash that’s left, let the wind blow,
let the rain and snow carry where it will.

 - by Gary Garrison

Jimmy’s at 4:20 a.m.
Night comes
Finding me awake hungry lonely

What does the night mean to your soul
Darkness

To my whole

Hole in the darkness seeking hunger
Smell of lilacs venture out live the night
Or. Face. The day. 

My feet hurt I don’t want to walk this far
Only one place 
Understands
The soul of a poet
A hungry poet

A few eggs too many potatoes
Bacon
Sliding
Down whole
Lost most of my teeth
Can’t chew the damn bacon
Runny eggs
In the night morning
Waiting
For
Lost teeth
To
Grow back
As
My novel sits
Unfinished

On the way home my only friends
Are rabbits
Bouncing like poems facing facing

THE DAY

 - by Leif Gregersen

UNTITLED 
then there is a man
tall, middle-aged, beautiful
standing amid chrome and glass with
his daughter.  
     in his own country
he was provincial minister of railways
now he’s a heavy equipment mechanic
in Canada. that’s the revolution for you.

she is beautiful too, small, large-headed
with heavy hair braided to the side. she
went to London to be educated.  
      
friends and relatives were beaten
and maybe killed in her own country.
she is not going back.

           her father
is a pool of silence in the drugstore where they stand
a smile advancing from a well of dreams. 
           
     he doesn’t seem 
full of himself like other men of that age and country. 
I suppose if you are minister of railways one day
the next a penniless exile in job retraining
you are not so full of yourself any more. 

his hands are shapely, his face is still. 

 - by Candas Jane Dorsey

P O E T r Y  F r O M  B O Y l E  S T r E E T  a N d  M C C a U l E Y
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One Last Week to Live - 
One Last Wish 
An old friend from the North in town for a medical,
with symptoms of severe headaches, had many tests.
A dire diagnosis from doctors, cancer head to toe, no hope.
Given just a week or so to live, he was alone in Edmonton.
A vague Facebook message, a missed coffee with an old friend, 
then a phone call from far away the next morning. 
He said he wanted to share his dire news, and he did.
He said he had called to say goodbye.   I was shocked.
“Everything in my life seems now aligned,” he said. 
He was upbeat, said he was ready, and that suddenly 
everything now became clear.  One week to live, lots to do.
His artwork contracts were finished & delivered,
his tools and materials were sold to younger artists.
Legal cases were settled, & the mortgage paid off, 
so his wife could survive without him. He said
his children and grandchildren would be okay.
One last week – clearly he had to tidy up loose ends.
A last visit with a brother & family with cancer too.
Then one last wish—to have coffee in Paris. 
All his life he had been too busy to have coffee in Paris.
So he and his wife plan one last trip if he is able.
But doctors said he cannot fly, so Paris is not possible, 
maybe a cruise, he continues to make and sell things, 
to pay for one last wonderful trip.
His last message to me was, “Next time we dine.”
Stunned by his news, I wandered around thinking 
“What would I do with one last week? One last wish?” 
My friend reminded me of what is important in life. For me
it is NOT things, NOT money, NOT the clutter of renovation.
For me it is Loving family, sharing with friends, creating art & music, 
and caring for others. My old friend’s “last week challenge”
reminded me that our time on this earth is a gift.

This is the City We’ve Chosen 
This is the city we have chosen
No one else seems to understand why
We huddle up here in our houses
Reading books about the world passing by

This is the place that has claimed us
This is the fortress of solitude for everyone
Inside our wooden coffins warming each other
Waiting for the return of the sun

Six months of each year we’re assaulted
By the wind and the snow and the ice
Then six months of the year has such beauty
We feel the summer times are worth the price

We sit on the edge of infinity
More neighbors of space than anywhere else
Right here the struggle is to keep going forever
Though in midwinter we all have our doubts

It’s a good place to ski but we are not all skiers
It’s a great place to snowshoe but we don’t often do that
Most are here to wait for what we call the spring break-up
And warm up huddled up near the fire like cats

There is money to be made in this northern fiasco
There is oil there is diamonds and gold
And if you don’t want to go to those places
Move away before you get old

I love this city with its river valley
The whip-like curve of the frozen divider
It harbours a taste of the nature we trampled
In order to make each family head a provider

Here it seems you are of different classes
If you are from North or South of the river
But this is the city we’ve chosen
Both sides love to punish their liver

This is the city I’ve chosen
This is the place where you drink at fourteen
Everyone in this place loves a drinker
Cut them off and you’ll see them get mean

This is the city we’ve chosen
This is the place with clean water and air
Movie stars may be able to surf in the winter
But we have this place for which we care

I want to stay in this place for some time more
I want to live under the peaceful clean sky
I suppose if I make it to eighty
I will give in and find a warm place to die

 - by Leif Gregersen

Crime 
Can you do a crime and be willing to do the time
             
Does the crime fit the fine or the time
             
Do you have the time

to be kind and not do the crime

 - by Chris Leclair

where i came from
down in central Alberta a knot of blood kin buzzes 
around oil patch and rodeo
nesting firm against fenceposts and convention; my mother 
escaped that hive-mind
long ago: am I from there? my conventions 
take place in foreign hotels.

a landscape’s vagaries branded on me 
to the bone. a west wind
that overjoys with warmth, torments 
with migraine: is this my home? I spend my time eager
in cities; the sky is the prairie’s only messenger.

came of age in tie-dye: now everyone’s dying, but some
faster than others. this is my real heritage.

 - by Candas Jane Dorsey

P O E T r Y  F r O M  B O Y l E  S T r E E T  a N d  M C C a U l E Y
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A Poem Describing 
Our Community

Worried for Spring

ian young 

Ability and Community

Spring is approaching and I 
must admit that I am not really 
looking forward to what hap-
pens when the weather warms 
up in South McCauley. The mass 
resurgence of those looking for 
opportunities on the street will 
have begun by the end of the 
month. 

I am praying that as a resident, 
when I call on some of the agen-
cies to be “good neighbours” they 
will comply. Up until now, that 
hasn’t occurred. My direct mes-
sage to them is that of the ills 
of spatial concentration of pov-
erty and services crammed into 
a five block area. I don’t wish to 
cast a bad light on the agencies, 
but I’d like to get them to real-

ize that they need be responsible 
for what goes on not only inside 
their facilities, but also outside 
and throughout the neighbour-
hood.  

The need for a healthy commu-
nity for residents is just as great 
as those attending the service 
agencies. We all want balance 
and safety. The EPS should not 
have to clean up what the agen-
cies have drawn here.  What 
most people don’t understand is 
that people come from EVERY-
WHERE - not all live here, con-
trary to the general populace’s 
beliefs. 

I am praying for a safe spring 
and summer. And as for that 
olive branch I mentioned in my 
previous article? I am afraid that 
“one flew over the cuckoo’s nest” 
and made away with it. 

georgina fiddler

A Voice in the Wilderness

The 8th annual Community Ac-
tion Dash is  a 5k/10k Race (run 
or walk) put on by Action for 
Healthy Communities (AHC).

The Community Action Dash 
is a fundraiser for Action for 
Healthy Communities (AHC), an 
Edmonton based organization 
with a mission to build stron-
ger and healthier communities 
through a community build-
ing process that fosters citizen 
participation and action to im-
prove the health of the commu-
nity. AHC supports thousands 
of marginalized Edmontonians 
to work with others in address-
ing community needs and is-
sues by creating and running 
mini projects called Commu-
nity Initiatives. 

As well, the Community Action 
Dash is involved with the orga-
nization Start2Finish, a reading 
and running mentor program 
designed to empower kids for 
life. This program consists of 
volunteers that partner with 
children once a week to partake 
in physical activities, a run-
ning log, reading, and journal 
entries - all with the intent to 

provide enhanced literacy and 
physical activity among eco-
nomically challenged children 
in the community. The Dash is 
partnered with Start2Finish to 
provide an opportunity for the 
children of the program to be 
a part of our 5km/10km walk 
or run and achieve their train-
ing goals.

When
This year it will be held on Sat-
urday, May 24, 2014; Race starts 
at 10:30 a.m. 

Where
Santa Maria Goretti Community 
Centre: 11050 90 Street 

Who
Everyone. This race caters to all 
types of runners, walkers, and 
crawlers. Join us to celebrate the 
great communities in central 
Edmonton.

how
To register, visit 
communityactiondash.webs.com

More information
Email communityactiondash@
gmail.com 

At press time, we found out 
that Boyle McCauley News has 
been nominated for a 2013 
Edmonton New Media Award 
(also known as “The Yeggies”) 
in the category of “Best in 
Non-Profit.” We’re very ex-

cited that our online pres-
ence has been acknowledged 
in this way! You can visit our 
website at www.bmcnews.
org, Tweet us at @bmcnews, 
or Like us on Facebook: 
fb.com/bmcnews.

2014 Community 
Action Dash

We’re Nominated for a Yeggie!

The annual Good Friday Out-
door Way of the Cross is hap-
pening again this year on Friday, 
April 18.

Everyone is welcome to gather at 
9908-106 Avenue at 10 a.m.. The 

walk of 1.8 km (2 hours) will fo-
cus on social issues. This year’s 
theme is “Be not afraid.” 

For more information, call Jim 
(780-218-6989) or Linda (780-
466-6327).

Outdoor Way of the Cross

 

10203 - 97 Street

Across from the Winspear Centre

Edmonton

marketdrugsmedical.com

422-1397
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Poetry flows with feelings and 
descriptions. This poem that I 
discovered describes our com-
munity in great detail, I believe.  
We have a diverse population 
residing here, so I live by the 
old First Nations proverb: “Nev-
er judge a person until you’ve 
walked a mile in their mocca-
sins.”

Please Take the Time
So many times we see someone 
in need
Most walk by while they pite-
ously plead
Plead for help that may not 
come
Plead for love because they have 
none
So many people just don’t take 
the time
To support their fellow man
Like it’s too much to be kind
Too much to give a helping hand
To someone who needs it, please 
take a stand
Stand up for the ones who can-

not speak for themselves
Stand up for those who live 
their lives in hell
They need your help, you may 
be the one
That saves their life, think of 
your son
If he were in need and you not 
around
Would you want others to laugh 
at his frowns
To see him in need and lift not 
a hand
To help him up out of no man’s 
land
You’d want strangers to aid him, 
I know that’s true
But don’t forget help can also 
come from you
We are all in the position to as-
sist
I know you know that, but here’s 
the twist
In helping others we also help 
ourselves
And that is a great reason in and 
of itself
It feels wonderful to help those 
in need
To sleep soundly knowing you 
did a good deed
So please when you see some-
one who has not a thing
Take time to help, it will make 
your heart sing

 - April Gabriella 
(reprinted with permission)
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Recently, my friend and I 
popped into the Asian Grill 
House in Chinatown. I knew 
it had been here for just about 
forever, but I never actually 
went there. Huge to the point 
of overbearing, it exuded old 
world Asian charm. The match-
ing patterned upholstery and 
stylized chair backs certainly 
conveyed the idea of old China, 
but the lack of padding on the 
chairs just conveyed “old” as 
did the Strauss waltzes on the 
Muzak. Open for dinner only 
(5:00-10:00 p.m. daily), there 
were only two patrons (us) 
from 6:30-8:30.

The menu was simple: barbe-
cue or hot pot. Whatever you 
chose, it was $21.99 per person 
(or $11.99 for under 12). There 

were two types of barbecue: 
Thai and Singapore style. We 
opted for the former.  Full drink 
service was available at addi-
tional cost, but we just stuck 
with water.

While the gentleman that wait-
ed on us was pleasant enough, 
we still had to do some sleuth-
ing to figure out how this all 
worked. You have to pick up 
sliced raw meat from the large 
“salad bar” and try to flatten it 
out upon the golden grill and 
you can also pick up vegetables 
or frozen balls to put into the 
soup that surrounded the grill. 

It took a bit of balance to use dif-
ferent plates, bowls, and uten-
sils for uncooked and cooked 
foods. 

The meat was the standard 
beef, pork, lamb, and chicken. 
The first three worked well, but 
the chicken’s texture just felt 
wrong. The taste of the meat 
was certainly perked up by a 
number of sauces, from spicy 
chili to mild peanut. I enjoyed 
the variety and taste of the fish, 
pork, lobster, shrimp, and squid 
balls. However, it took a while 
to both thaw and cook them in 
the broth, in part due to the fact 

that they didn’t quite fit into the 
small ring of soup. In addition, 
there were mushrooms, spouts, 
and many types of green veg-
etables, as well as noodles and 
tofu, most of which weren’t re-
ally “barbecue-able,” so the ring 
of broth was always overfull. (I 
tried barbecuing the tofu and 
failed.)

The buffet also included some 
cooked food - the normal Asian 
spring rolls, chicken wings, pot 
stickers, and such - but that kind 
of food loses its appeal after sit-
ting in a buffet for an unknown 
period of time.  Alas, since 
there were only two customers, 
we never saw the buffet being 
refreshed. Similarly, the desert 
buffet was rather unappetizing. 
I would have had just soft ice 
cream, had the machine worked. 
Instead, I opted for a small dish 
of hot taro root tapioca. The few 
spoonfuls I took were plenty.  

I can imagine that in its day Asian 
Hot Pot was busy with patrons 
enjoying a constant flow of fresh 
food, but it seems that I missed 
those days. With the number 
and variety of Asian restaurants 
in the area, I suspect that I’ll just 
be popping into another one the 
next time.  

John lives in Boyle Street.

Poetry can be a noble endeavour. 
The basis of it is to craft words 
that reflect our humanity; to 
meander through the language 
to find the perfect phrase to ex-
press an idea. To dedicate one-
self to such an undertaking is 
indeed a valiant enterprise.

It is, however, not one that is 
greatly appreciated. Our soci-
ety tends to swaddle such cre-
ative activities in airs of pre-
tense and arrogance. Overall, 
we tend to believe that actions 
that don’t generate a buck are 
frivolous. Poetry, painting, and 
cloud-gazing generally don’t 
do much to increase one’s per-
sonal wealth - at least not in-
stantly.

There is worth beyond the dol-
lar. If something reflects our 
humanity back to us, is it not 
worthy? 

I wrote bits of poetry in my 
younger years. It was full of 
teenage angst and fancifulness. 
The kinds of things you would 
expect from a young mind with 
raging moods and little knowl-
edge of life but great expecta-
tions. It had worth if only to 
allow me to better understand 
myself and come closer to an 
understanding of my place in 
the world. Although these are 
still things I strain to compre-
hend, my creative activities un-
cover greater truths every day.

Allow yourself the time to 
fiddle with a turn of phrase 
or splash paint across a blank 
page. Such things are worth 
the time and effort. You nev-
er know, perhaps you’ll find 
something out about yourself 
that you weren’t aware of.

Personal Weather

rain come down, wash me fair
bless my soul, leave me bare
wash away my sins, wash away 

my fear
wash away my body and leave 
me here

clouds come down and cover 
the sky
watch down upon me where I 
lie
cover me with warmth, cover 
me with heat
leave me here to struggle to 
my feet

wind blow hard and shake the 
trees
move me, sway me with all god 
sees
shake my body, shake my soul
then leave me alone and let me 
roll

sun come out and blind my 
eyes
burn away all of my lies
shine down and make me brave
and please let me know that I 
am saved.

Keri lives and writes in Boyle 
Street. 

A Turn of a Phrase

I heard about a zoo in China 

that was accused of passing 

a dog off as a lion. The dog 

was busted when a real lion 

showed up.

Science has demonstrated 

that goldfish can distinguish 

between Bach and Stravinsky. 

Doesn’t science have anything 

better to do?

Isabelle is a writer who 
was a long-time resident of 

McCauley.

ISABELLE FOORD

Something Funny

keri breckenridge

Keri’s Corner

asian grill House
AS I AN

9643 107 Avenue
(780) 424-0818

john hooper

A Very Mixed Grill

Asian Grill House. John Hooper
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Heart of the City is still seek-
ing musical solo or group acts 
to partake in the Heart of the 
City Music and Arts Festival. To 
schedule an audition, contact: 
heartcitymusic@gmail.com 
by April 10.

This year’s auditions are go-
ing to be held at two inner-city 
drop-in shelters on three dif-
ferent days. The first will be at 
Boyle Street Community Ser-
vices (10116-105 Avenue) on 
April 17 from 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
The second will be at BSCS as 
well, on April 26 from 1-4 p.m. 
The third will be at Bissell Cen-
tre 10527-96 Street on April 27 
from 1-4 p.m. The folks who use 

the drop-ins are excited to cheer 
on the performers! 

We are also hosting a volunteer 
fair on April 13 at the Boys and 
Girls Club (9425-109A Avenue). 
It’s from noon-4 p.m.  At the event 
we’ll have information on how 
people and artists in the area can 
get involved or volunteer. There 
will also be information about the 
festival, activities for the kids, re-
freshments, and information for 
teens who want to help out.

More information on the festival, 
which is celebrating its 11th year 
on June 7 and 8 in Giovanni Cabo-
to Park, can be found at www.
heartcityfest.com.

Perform at Heart of the City

Hello McCauley. I have a quick 
update for you on the work of 
your Crime Council. Over the last 
year, the Crime Council has been 
focusing on two tasks. 

The first task on which we have con-
centrated is visioning. In a neigh-
bourhood like ours, it is important 
that we have an effective way to both 
consider and respond to the safety 
issues that are here. We have come 
to what I think is an exciting vision 
for how we will do what we do, 

and I look forward to sharing it 
with you in the months to come.

Our second task has been a 
mapping project. This too is 
nearing completion. We have 
completed our interviews of 
a cross-section of residents, 
and are preparing to share our 
findings in the coming months. No 
date is yet set for this, but we plan to 
present something before the end of 
June.

Mike Van Boom is Chair of the Mc-
Cauley Crime Council.

Crime Council Update
mike van boom

10644-97 St.
424-4830

4118-118 Ave.
474-2229

The Finest European Quality
Open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday to Saturday

Closed Sunday; considered a family day by Italian Bakery

We specialize in European breads, pastries, torta, rye,
sour dough/white sour dough bread, crusty buns and 

offer a full line of fresh Italian meats and cheeses.

10 loaves
White or Brown Sliced

Great Selection
Cheeses &
Coldcuts

Made Fresh Daily - Fast and tasty

$13.99

ItalIan SandwIcheS 

$2.50 and up

Boyle McCauley News

Juno Award winning singer/songwriter Bill Bourne gave free guitar 
lessons through the Boyle Street Community League in February 
and March. Saadia Reaz

Teaching Them How to Play

Newly Renovated 
Bachelor Suites 
Available 
Immediately!

Perfect for Seniors, Students and People on a budget! 
Quiet and secure building. Rent is $700.00/month. 
Ask about our seniors discount!

Capital Tower  10028 – 106 Avenue
To view the suite please contact Barry at 780.425.0684
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2014 Sexual Exploitation 
Week of Awareness Organized and

hosted by the

Proclamation Ceremony
Monday, April 7, 2014
12:00 Noon – 1:00 p.m.
CBC Stage, City Centre Mall
Free Event
The official opening ceremonies of
Edmonton’s 2014 Sexual Exploitation
Week of Awareness.

Taking Action: 
#yegsecret Exposed 
Public Event
Wednesday, April 9, 2014
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Santa Maria Goretti Centre 
11050 – 90 Street
Free Event
A hard talk panel discussion on rape
culture and sexual exploitation.

Taking Action: 
#yegsecret Exposed
Thursday, April 10, 2014
Friday, April 11, 2014
Day One: 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 a.m. 
Day Two: 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Santa Maria Goretti Centre 
11050 – 90 Street

$75 fee for one day
$120 fee for two days
A two-day professional
conference covering a variety of
topics focused around the
themes of “Protecting Youth”
and “Taking Action”. 

Film Screening: Buying Sex
Thursday, April 10, 2014
7:00 p.m.
Santa Maria Goretti Centre 
11050 – 90 Street
Free event
This feature documentary explores the
state of prostitution laws in Canada.

Film Screening: 
The Whistleblower
Friday, April 11, 2014
6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Santa Maria Goretti Centre 
11050 – 90 Street
Free event
This award winning film shares
Kathryn Bolkovac's story about
uncovering a sex trafficking ring
in Bosnia.

Collaborating to end sexual exploitation

Taking Action:
#yegsecret Exposed

www.dlsfilm.com

Social Workers can receive Category "A" credits for the hours they attend the conference.

SEWG Poster.qxp_Layout 1  2014-03-03  12:00 PM  Page 1

EICHS Celebrates 30 Years
Thirty years ago, residents in the 
neighbourhood of McCauley and 
members of the faith-based commu-
nity got together and determined 
that there was a growing need for 
affordable housing in the older, cen-
tral neighbourhoods of Edmonton. 
Families with low income were rent-
ing substandard unaffordable hous-
ing owned by absentee landlords, 
and many people discharged from 
Alberta Hospital were finding their 
way onto the inner city streets, in 
need of housing and supports. 

Thanks to the compassion and com-
mitment shared by these original 
stakeholders, The Edmonton Inner 
City Housing Society (EICHS) was 
born, and established itself as an ef-
fective community-based charity 
striving to meet the housing needs 
of vulnerable residents in McCauley 
and Boyle Street. Through much col-
lective effort, the Society purchased 
a house (called Project #1) with five 
rooms in north McCauley.

Today we own and manage over 20 
buildings, housing over 500 individ-
uals and families. 

On February 8, EICHS celebrated our 
30th anniversary with a fundraising 
gala held at the CKUA building on 
Jasper Avenue. The event was ca-

tered by Century Grill and dueling 
pianists Jan Randall and Matt Day 
entertained the guests with their in-
credible talent.

Guests at the event included Mayor 
Don Iveson, MLA Laurie Blakeman, 
MLA Steve Young, and City Coun-
cillors Ben Henderson and Michael 
Walters.  

We were also privileged to have the 
first President of the Society, Dr. Bob 
McKeon, speak at the gala. Bob has 
been a resident of the McCauley 
community for over four decades, 
and continues to do excellent work 
in our communities. Dr. McKeon 
was impassioned in his telling of our 
history, humble beginnings and the 
challenges that the Society faced in 
those early, important days. As the 
evening progressed, current board 
members had the opportunity to 
provide attendees with important 
updates regarding the future of the 
Society. This includes emerging 
partnerships that will enable us to di-
versify and expand into other com-
munities, and increase our presence 
and improve the affordable housing 
stock in the communities of Boyle 
Street and McCauley.  

Article submitted by Cam MacDonald 
and Tamara Dabels of EICHS.

Dr. Bob McKeon. Karen Bursey/Photography by Karen

McCauley Elms. Pieter de Vos
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In 2006 I  had a few things 
happen which made me 
wonder about the direction 
in which the community of 
McCauley had been going, 
and as it  turned out there 
were numerous other resi-
dents who felt  the same way.

Thus began an unexpected-
ly rich and rewarding time 
that I  had never really had 
any experience with before. 
Volunteering for the com-
munity league was some-
thing that I  entered into 
gently.  My main goal at  the 
time was to support the peo-
ple who were questioning 
and at times fighting appli-
cations for developments 
that I  and others felt  would 
be further injurious to the 
community.  In other words, 
they would not help cre-
ate a neighbourhood that 
was safe and welcoming for 
people raising children and 
had nothing to do with the 
nurturing of young children 
(in my opinion the low num-
ber of  children in McCauley 
should have been a red f lag 
for city officials long ago). 
These developments were 
sometimes fought legally 
and through many trips to 
the SDAB -  the Subdivision 
and Development Appeal 
Board. 

My point in all  of  this was 
that these people gave hun-
dreds of  hours of  their time 
for free.  They did not re-
ceive one penny in financial 
recompense. So great was 
their passion and the belief 
in what they were doing, 
they did it  without com-
plaint and with a smile on 
their faces.  This eventually 
had the predictable effect of 
burning out our passionate 
volunteers and at  different 
times they bowed out into 
lesser roles with the league 

satisfied with the knowl-
edge that they had followed 
their hearts and made the 
community a better place.

I  continued to increase 
my involvement with the 
league through my support 
and time. I  learned through 
experience that there are 
important guidelines that 
should be followed in terms 
of volunteers and the use of 
league money:

First,  the league forwards no 
money to any volunteers and 
will  instead reimburse vol-
unteers upon the presenta-
tion of applicable receipts. 
There have been problems 
with the league in the past 
giving large sums of cash to 
trusted individuals and not 
receiving receipts to justif y 
the expenses.

Second, the league has had 
issues with volunteers be-
coming contractors.  Things 
became difficult  when a 
contract was signed and the 
stipulations of  the contract 
were not carried out,  but 
payment was still  given. In 
the winter of  2013-2014 the 
league carefully selected 
and hired an outside con-
tractor for the rink in order 
to avoid conf lict  of  interest. 
This was successful,  and 
the league should continue 
to have a purely business 
relationship with contrac-
tors so that the necessary 
steps can be taken to ensure 
quality service is  provided 
to the league and it ’s  mem-
bers.  After all ,  it ’s  not just 
free money from heaven, 
but rather casino funds ac-
quired to benefit  the com-
munity as a whole!

So, in closing,  regardless of 
who is  on the board after 
the March 23 AGM I think 
that these lessons in volun-
teer management and fiscal 
responsibility will  benefit 
any league of the future.

Abundant Communities 
Initiative

McCauley Community League Update Boyle Street Community League Update

I’m sure they’re laughing at me. 
I just filled out the survey for an 
Edmonton magazine to name 
the best neighbourhoods in the 
city and nominated Boyle Street. 
My friends say I’m optimistic to 
the point of being delusional. 
But, hey, I love Boyle Street. It 
hurts me when I hear people 
who come from other places say 
this is a rough area - but they 
come for the Chinese food. It 
hurts me even more when I hear 
people who live here run our 
neighbourhood down. 

So what makes a great neigh-
bourhood? Edmontonians place 
a high value on river valley ac-
cess, playgrounds, parks, and 
walkability. We have that and 
more: we have great people.

As more high-rise condos are be-
ing built, I hope that the people 
who move here for the views 
will take the time and interest to 
explore the neighbourhood at 
ground level. The coffee shops 
and grocery stores that we cur-
rently lack will come as our pop-
ulation increases. If we manage 
to retain our spirit of inclusive-
ness we will be acknowledged 
by everyone, not just people like 
me, as the best neighbourhood 
in the City.

In the meantime, we want to fos-
ter the sort of community here 
that will attract more people. 
We are starting the Abundant 
Communities Initiative to work 
towards that goal.

Sociologist John McKnight says, 
“Building community is more 
than occasional, tangible events 
like holding picnics or doing a 
group service project. It involves 
the more fundamental tasks 
of rearing a child, promoting 
health, and keeping the streets 
safe. To fulfill these functions 

in a satisfying way, a commu-
nity needs certain properties. A 
competent community has three 
properties:

1. Focus on the gifts of neighbours
2. Nurture associational life
3. Offer hospitality, the welcom-
ing of strangers” 

1. In order to “focus on the gifts” 
of our neighbourhood, in the next 
few months we would like to find 
out from you about your visions 
and dreams for our neighbour-
hood: the passions and past times 
which occupy you and the gifts, 
abilities, and experiences your 
household possesses. To do this 
we want you to make these a topic 
of conversation with a neighbour 
who will be contacting you as 
your “block connector.”

2. As a way to “nurture associa-
tional life” within the neighbour-
hood we will be renewing our 
effort to inform neighbours of 
others with common interests or 
complementary gifts. There are 
gifts, skills, and experiences that 
neighbours are willing to share 
with others. Such skills include 
basic computer operation, play-
ing guitar, and yoga. Experiences 
include immigrating, parenting, 
and illness. This is your chance 
to tell us who you are and what 
makes you tick.

3. As a neighbourhood we want 
to continue the kindness that 
encourages people to be open 
and hospitable. We welcome 
the gifts of neighbours previ-
ously unknown into our com-
munity. No one should feel the 
pressure to join, but we want 
everyone to receive the invita-
tion to belong.

Please contact me at manon.au-
bry@shaw.ca or at (780) 424-6029 
if you can help.

Manon is a resident of Boyle Street, a 
former member of the BSCL Board, and 
an active volunteer in the community.

nicholas hermansen

MCL Update

Lessons from Volunteering

manon aubry

BSCL Update

Cool Dudes - by Ping Nixon-Hermansen
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ChUrCh ANd 
AgENCy SErViCES

BISSELL CENTRE 
(780) 423-2285
Adult Cooking Classes: First 3 Wednesdays of the 
month January – June 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Movie Night: First 3 Wednesdays of the month 5 
– 7 p.m. 
Haircuts: Tuesdays 1 to 3 p.m. (sign up at 12:30, 
first come first serve)
Victorian Order of Nurses: Thursdays 11:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 
Early Childhood Intervention: Monday – Friday 9 
a.m. – 4:15 p.m. (reservations preferred) Drop-In: 
Monday – Friday 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Women’s Lunch: Tuesdays and Thursday at noon 
Parenting Classes:  Mondays at 11 a.m. 

BOYLE MCCAULEY HEALTH CENTRE 
10628 – 96 Street
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Women’s Health Promotion Evening: 
Thursdays (except the last Thursday of the month) 
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. preceded by yoga 
class at 3:30 p.m. for one hour.
Foot Clinic - Wednesday from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m.
Dental - Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Streetworks during clinic hours.

BOYLE STREET COMMUNITY SERVICES
10116 – 105 Avenue
(780) 424-4106
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Youth Drop-
In, Wed. 4-7 p.m. Adult Drop-In, Thurs. 4-8 p.m. 
Lunch: Monday-Friday at noon. Free repairs for 
eyeglasses every Monday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

INNER CITY PASTORAL MINISTRY
10527-96 St. NW
(780) 424-7652
Pastor Rick Chapman
Sunday Service: 11 a.m. - noon
Sunday Lunch: Noon - 1 p.m.

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
9606 – 110 Avenue
(780) 426-1122
The Rock Community Breakfast
Tuesday to Thursday 7 – 9 a.m.
Kid’s Club. Monday 6 – 7:30 p.m. 

SALVATION ARMY
9611 – 102 Avenue
(780) 429-4274
Men’s Residence, Anchorage Addiction & Reha-
bilitation Chapel.

WOMEN’S HEALTH CLINIC
Located in the Women’s Emergency Accommo-
dation Centre is open Monday - Wednesday from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Closed on Thursday 
and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

THE MUSTARD SEED
10635 – 96 Street
(780) 426-5600
Evening Meals (Mon. – Fri. 7-8 p.m., Sat 5-6 
p.m.)
Food Depot (Tues. and Thurs. afternoons 1-3 
p.m., Wed. evenings 8-9 p.m.). 
Drop In Coffee: Mon, Tues, Thurs, and Fri after-
noons 3:30-6:00 p.m.
Evening Drop In (Mon-Fri: 8-10 p.m., Sat: 8-11 
p.m.)
Personal Assistance Centre (PAC, clothing minis-
try) 10568-114 Street, side door
Mon: 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Tues: 5 - 7:30 p.m.
Thurs: 1 - 3:30 p.m.
For more information call The Mustard Seed, at 
(780) 426-5600 or visit:  www.theseed.ca

NICOTINE ANONYMOUS
RICK (780) 474-5593
GWYNN (780) 443-3020 
Support for smokers who are
trying to quit. Call Nicotine Anonymous.

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST 
PEOPLES
(780) 422-3052 for further info on anything listed 
here. Eucharist is held each Sunday at 10 a.m., 
11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. Bimonthly programs 
available to prepare parents for their child’s 
Baptism, First Communion and Confirmations. 
Traditional Native Wakes, in First Nations, Métis, 
and Inuit traditions. AA meets in the Parish Hall. 
Eating Disorder Group meets each week. White 
Stone Project and Edmonton Inner City Children’s 
Project Society run their programs in conjunction 
with Parish programs. Gospel music festivals, 
dances, youth dances, pancake breakfasts and 
Feasts are held in the hall throughout the year.

THE LEARNINg CENTRE LITERACY 
ASSOCIATION is seeking volunteer tutors to 
help adults develop reading, writing and/or math 
skills. Volunteers participate in group learning, 
tutor one-to-one, or assist drop-in learners. 
Skills and Experience: High school level reading, 
writing and/or math skills. Openness to tutor and 
learn with adults with various life experiences, 
including living with homelessness. Two 
locations: Boyle Street Community Services and 
Abbottsfield Mall. 
Contact: Denis Lapierre, Coordinator 
780-429-0675 or 
email:dl.learningcentre@shaw.ca

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
SATS is recruiting volunteer drivers to take low 
to middle income walking elders, age 75 and 
older, to important appointments. Call (780) 
732-1221 or email info@satsofedmonton.org 
for more information.

NETWORKS ACTIVITY CENTRE 
780-474-3363, EXT. 302. Volunteer! JOIN OUR 
TEAM! Networks Activity Centre provides adults 
with brain injury a program that promotes an 
active lifestyle through opportunities for social 
interaction, physical activity, and community in-
volvement. Volunteering with Networks Activity 
Centre is a wonderful way to enrich your life and 
touch the lives of those we serve. If you are in-
terested in joining our volunteer team please call 
780-474-3363 ext. 302.

PARENT TALK, A PROgRAM OF BOYS’ AND 
gIRLS’ CLUBS OF EDMONTON Weekly peer 
support group offers you the support, tools, and 
information to more effectively parent your chil-
dren. Drop in, no cost; light meal and child-care 
provided. Transportation assistance available. 
McCauley Youth Centre, 9425 – 109A Avenue, 
Tuesday evenings 6-8 p.m.. Call (780) 481-1292 
for more information.

P.A.L.S. PROjECT ADULT LITERACY SOCI-
ETY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS Work with adult stu-
dents in the ESL - English as a Second Language 
program. Training, materials, and supplies pro-
vided. Call (780) 424-5514 for more information.

COMMUNiTy EVENTS
ANd ACTiViTiES

NEIgHBOURHOOD PAINTINg
Randy, 25 years experience, $12/hour.Offering Indoor (year round) 
and/or Outdoor (seasonal). Some of the work I have completed is 
taking care of all the painting needs at The Rock/ Breakfast Club. 
To contact me, please leave a message at (780) 426-1122.

WIRELESS NETWORKINg
Are you tired of your street using your wireless Internet connec-
tion? I can set up your Wireless Router and increase your network 
security. Call Kevan at (780) 983-5343.

HANDS ON LTD. 
CONTRACTED SERVICES
Offers: Residential and office cleaning. Move ins and move outs 
and yard maintenance. Call Linda at (780) 619-4776.

BOOMER TO ZOOMER YOgA
Small groups or one-on-one.  Learn yoga at your own pace; at 
your own time.  $10/hr for small group lessons.  Call for more 
information.  Sally @ (587) 336-8306.

FREE HYPNOTHERAPY
Life Changing Free Individual Hypnotherapy for 25 people who 
wish to overcome self-defeating cognitive, emotional and be-
havioural barriers to success. 
Call (780) 667-2318 or Email: davisptin@gmail.com

FORWARD TOgETHER
E4C Wellness Workshops
Thursday afternoons 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. at Boyle Street 
Plaza (9538 103 Avenue)
Join us for this weekly series of wellness workshops focused 
on recovery, which means that individuals will feel welcomed, 
be encouraged to use their strengths, and learn to achieve 
personal responsibility.  
 
April 3 – Dimensions of Wellness
April 10 – Introduction to Art Therapy
April 17 – Writing For Recovery
April 24 – Photovoice

ZUMBA CLASSES
Mondays: March 31 - May 5
A six week session
7:00 p.m.
Join Nadine Elmasri, a certified Zumba instructor for a six
week Zumba Class. Zumba  fitness is an innovative, fun and 
exciting dance/exercise program designed for the active older 
adult, the true beginner and /or people who are not used to 
exercising or limited physically. Zumba incorporates great 
latin music and dance steps such as the Merengue, Salsa, 
Cha Cha, and Cumbia to name a few. Please wear comfort-
able clothes and sneakers to class. Bring a water bottle and a 
small towel. Cost $2.00 per class.
Ital Canadian Senior Association
9111 - 110 Avenue
ANY QUESTIONS CALL: Connie Saccarello (780) 424-1255

RELEAF YARD RESCUE
I am a resident of McCauley and am starting a landscape busi-
ness with a twist. I will do a free consult to determine how I can 
help you restore your overgrown and untended garden to be 
a place where you would like to spend time and relax. I will do 
simple pruning, brush clean up, and general landscape main-
tenance. A one time renovation so you can get a handle on 
your green space. No junk removal or grass cutting however. 
Beginning mid to late April. Contact: Dan Aire
dannyaire@hotmail.com

Community Classifieds
NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS GET FREE CLASSIFIED ADS! EmAIL 5 LINES OR LESS TO EDITOR@BmCNEwS.ORG

WECAN FOOD COOP
NOW WECAN IS MORE CONVENIENT!
Monthly Food Basket
$15/meat order, $10/produce order
Annual Membership is $5.
Upcoming deadline for payment is Friday April 4
Next depot date is Thursday April 17, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
At McCauley Boys & Girls Club (9425 109A Avenue)
Payment can be at McCauley Boys & Girls Club, during busi-
ness hours, Monday – Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
For more info please contact (780) 424-2870

SEEKINg VOLUNTEERS
This year’s McCauley Community Clean Up is taking place 
on Saturday June 14 at McCauley Apartments.  
From 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. we’ll be picking up large items and 
filling dumpsters in our parking lot (behind 9541 108A Av-
enue) so the neighbourhood can get rid of its refuse!
We are looking for volunteers to help with driving trucks, 
litter pickup along sidewalks and alleys, lifting and dumping 
old furniture as well as organizing pickups in the neighbour-
hood.  If you’d like to help out please call David at (780) 
424-2870. Or, please email dprodan@e4calberta.org

MCCAULEY WRITERS ATLAS
Local writers meet Tuesday nights at 6 p.m. at Zocalo 
(10826 95 Street)
Stories and poetry, pictures and drawing.
Guest writers and artists in April
April 1 – Writing About Community with Paula E Kirman
April 15 – Poetry with Gary Garrison
Check out our Facebook group page for more dates.
To register or for more information: (780) 424-2870 or 
dprodan@e4calberta.org

THE COMFORTABLE COLLECTIVE KITCHEN
Have Fun! Make Friends!
Try out nutritious, inexpensive foods and easy recipes. 
Take home three ready-to-eat meals and enjoy lunch with 
the group.
Saturday April 5
10:00 am – 1:30 pm
First Christian Reformed Church (10956 96 Street)
$4.00 = Lunch + 3 take away portions
$7.50 = Lunch + 6 take away portions
Bring containers to take your meals home.
Please sign up before by calling (780) 424-2870 
Or please email dprodan@e4calberta.org

MCCAULEY COMMUNITY gARDEN
Growing flowers, food and community
On Sunday April 27 from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m., community gar-
deners and volunteers are invited to our first ever Cleaning 
Bee! Come get your hands dirty – help with preparing beds 
for growing and tidying up our community garden space at 
McCauley School. BBQ for volunteers at McCauley Apart-
ments afterwards.To register or for more information: 780 
424 2870 or sdeelstra@e4calberta.org. Or, please email 
dprodan@e4calberta.org

MCCAULEY 
COMMUNITY 

LEAgUE
(780) 428-5332
MCCAULEYCOMMUNITYLEAgUE@gMAIL.COM

WWW.MCCAULEY.INFO
COMMONWEALTH COMMUNITY 
REC CENTRE ACCESS
All Amenities, Saturdays 5-7 p.m., 
FREE for members.

FREE gUITAR LESSONS
Instructor – Steven Johnson
Monday April 7, 14, 21, 28
Location:  McCauley Boys & Girls 
Club (9425 109A Avenue)
Time: 8 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Steven Johnson is a staple of the Mc-
Cauley music scene and has been 
teaching this FREE drop in workshop 
for several years. Everyone wel-
come.
www.youtube.com/user/
stevenrayjohnson
To register or for more information: 
(780) 424-2870 or 
dprodan@e4calberta.org
Program supported by McCauley 
Community League, E4C and Ans-
gar Danish Lutheran Church.

GOLDRING CALLS FOR NATIONAL HOMELESS STANDARDS

Peter Goldring says controversy over a proposed “warehouse project” for chronically homeless people in Ter-
willegar Towne emphasizes the urgent need for standardized definitions and methodology to be implemented 
in order to better help those in need. 

 On October 16, 2013, Mr. Goldring submitted a motion to Parliament, calling on the federal government to set 
in national standards, for counting the homeless, including:

• nationally recognized point in time for counts taking place;
• nationally recognized definitions of who is homeless;
• nationally recognized methodology on how the count takes place, and 
• nationally agreed-upon criteria and methodology in determining who is homeless.

 A survey conducted in all major Canadian municipalities that presently count their homeless population, 
done on the same date and time and using the same agreed-upon criteria and methodology would provide 
statistically useful data to allow governments to better help the homeless. Mr. Goldring points out that: “Dif-
ferent homeless counts in different cities have used different definitions of chronically homeless, and defining 
methodology to conduct homeless count.”

 He further notes that Canadian homeless counts are done in a haphazard fashion, at different times and using 
different methodology, unlike in the United States. Without national definitions and standards the concept of 
“homeless” can mean something vastly different in Edmonton than it does in Toronto. The chronically home-
less definition, creatively applied, can equate to big grant dollars to so-called “non-profits.” A single point in 
time for conducting homeless surveys would give governments a clearer picture of the extent of the problem. 
For governments to allocate funds for affordable housing projects and services for Canada’s homeless, it is 
crucial to know exactly who the homeless are, where they live and how to best help them, goals that can be 
achieved through this motion before Parliament. The motion was debated in Parliament March 24. 

 What do you think?
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JoIn US At oUR  
GReAt eventS:

yoGA Mondays at 7p.m.

volleyBAll Wednesdays from 2:30-5pm

BAdmInton Fridays from 2:30-5pm

zUmBA Tuesdays at 7p.m.

Belly dAnCe Wednesdays at 7p.m.

movIe nIGht Fridays at 7p.m.

dRoP In BASKetBAll Mon to Fri from 12-5p.m.

QUARteRS CABARet Last Friday of each month

GUItAR leSSonS Free - call to book

JoIn  US! We are always looking for volunteers.
League members get free swimming passes.
Board Meetings every third Tuesday each month.

We hAve GReAt 
FACIlItIeS FoR 
Rent!
Contact us today about the fully equipped meeting 
rooms, gym/flex hall and theatre spaces!
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Our Physicians including 
the Lady Doctor are accepting 

New Patients

#1, 9028 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, T5H3Y6

(Ample Free Parking available)

To Book an Appointment Call 

587-525-3333 / 34 

The voice of Boyle Street, McCauley and Cromdale 

communities in the Alberta Legislature 

Connect with Brian  
E-mail: Edmonton.HighlandsNorwood@assembly.ab.ca 

Website: www.BrianMason.ca 

780.414.0682 

6519-112 Avenue, Edmonton, AB  T5W 0P1 

BRIAN MASON, MLA 
Edmonton Highlands-Norwood 


