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COuntDOwn 
tO a new 
prOStitutiOn 
Law

“Bill C-36 is being 
called a paradigm shift, 
and it will be.

 paGe 7

reaDy, Set: 
enGaGe!

“The league board is on 
the cusp of approving a new 
proposal format that will 
enable you as neighbours to 
come to us with new ideas 
for events and programming 
to build community in 
McCauley. 
 paGe 14

LaDy FLOwer 
GarDen

“Lady Flower provides 
not only an opportunity 
for giving, but also to 
build relationships.

 paGe 7

neeDLeS in the 
neiGhbOurhOOD

“It is of the upmost 
importance that this public 
health hazard be dealt with 
by trained and appropriate 
personnel both for your 
safety and so that an official 
record is kept. 
 paGe 6

Inside
thiS MOnth:

McCauley is home to a rising star on 
Canada’s comedy scene. Dan Taylor 
was a finalist in the Edmonton  com-
petition of SiriusXM’s Top Comic 
contest. “I was chosen from a bunch 
of video submissions to perform at 
a semifinal show at the Comic Strip, 
and then I moved forward out of that 
to the public voting stage,” says Tay-
lor.

When the votes were in at the be-
ginning of August, Taylor found out 
that he was the winner. Taylor will 
be heading to Toronto on September 
25 for the national finals, but prior 
to that, on September 18, he will be 
opening for Russell Peters at Rexall 
Place. “Overwhelmed. Panicked. Ex-
cited,” is what Taylor says of his up-
coming gig. Russell Peters is a really 
big deal, but the bigger thing was 
performing at Rexall. I’m still try-
ing to wrap my head around that.”

Taylor, a church pastor, definite-
ly has years of experience speak-
ing in public, but has been doing 

comedy as a more recent endeav-
our. “I’ve been public speaking 
for years, but I started performing 
comedy about two and a half years 
ago. I was doing church ministry 
full time and realized it was very 
easy to only be around people who 
believed exactly what I believed. 
So I went to the open mic at the 

Druid pub and I discovered that 
I was good at it and I liked it and 
sometimes people would give me 
lunch money for it and now here 
we are.”

For more about Dan and his come-
dy, check out his website at 
dantaylortalks.ca.

McCauley Comedian on the Rise
Dan Taylor voted the top comic in Edmonton in prestigious contest.

paula e. kirman • BMC News Staff 

Dan Taylor. Teddi Taylor

Chinatown Festival a Feast of Colour

The Chinatown Festival, part of East meets West, took place on 97 Street on July 12. For more photos, visit page nine. Supplied V i s i t  b m C n e w s . o r g

yOu Can Get the 
LATEST ON YOUR 
COMMunity 
OnLine!
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McCauley Musings

The Heritage Festival has always been 
one of my favourite summer festivals 
in Edmonton. The combination of eth-
nic dancing, music, and food makes me 
feel like I am taking a short trip around 
the world within the boundaries of 
Hawrelak Park.

This year when I was at the festival, 
while I spent a small fortune on food 
tickets and endured the huge crowds, 
it suddenly dawned on me: in the Boyle 
Street and McCauley area, every day is 
like the Heritage Festival. 

Most obviously, there is a plethora of 
restaurants offering fare from Asia, Af-
rica, Italy, El Salvador, and other coun-
tries, continents, and cultures. It is not 
unusual for me to enjoy one kind of 

cuisine for lunch and another for sup-
per. Plus. the prices often turn out to be 
much lower per portion than  food fes-
tival samplings. 

Several businesses, especially in Chi-
natown, offer a variety of trinkets and 
souvenirs, much like the kinds you can 
find at festivals. And, this being such a 
multicultural and diverse area, you can 
see people from different cultures on a 
daily basis.

There are several events in the area that 
tie directly in with the cultures here. 
East meets West has separate days of 
festivities for both Chinatown and Lit-
tle Italy. Chinatown is famous for its 
Lunar New Year celebrations.The new 
Church Street Fair, while not a religious 
event, features tours of churches from 
different cultural traditions. 

Culture is something we can celebrate 
every day, right here in Boyle Street and 
McCauley. It is woven into the fabric 
of the neighbourhoods, offering the 
chance to learn from each other’s di-
verse backgrounds and make the world 
just that much smaller. 

Welcome to the September issue of Boyle 
McCauley News! Several of our writers 
tackled the theme of “Cultures.There 
were a lot of fun and interesting events 
that took place over the summer months, 
so we have coverage of a few of them 
within our pages. 

Speaking of our pages, you might no-
tice that they are a little larger  than our 
last issue. We have made a change as to 
where we get the paper printed, and as a 
result the dimensions of the paper have 
changed as well.

What else is new over at BMC News? 
Our office, which flooded a couple of 

times last summer, was recently reno-
vated thanks to our wonderful landlords 
at Zocalo. This required us to do some 
significant housekeeping. It gave us the 
opportunity to do some much needed 
decluttering and reorganizing. For me, 
I got a huge blast from the past going 
through our entire archive of newspa-
pers once again and seeing what issues 
and concerns were affecting Boyle Street 
and McCauley throughout the past three 
and a half decades. We also welcome the 
McCauley Community League back as 
they return to share our office space. 

Don’t forget that you can also connect 
with us at our website (bmcnews.org), 
Facebook, and Twitter (@bmcnews). 
From time to time we post information 
about community events there that fall 
between our deadlines. 

paula e. kirman • BMC News Staff 

Editor’s Notes

Do you want to respond to something 
that you read in these pages or that is 
going on in the community? Share 
your thoughts with a Letter to the 
Editor. Send your letters to editor@
bmcnews.org. Letters should be no 
longer than 300 words, and may be 
edited for length or clarity. Publica-
tion is not guaranteed.

Letters
to the Editor

Our Next 
Issue. . .

Our theme for October is “Pets.” 
We’re looking for articles about your 
non-human family members, as well 
as photos of people and their pets for 
our centrespread. You can also offer 
advice as a pet owner, and share res-
cue stories. Deadline: September 12.  
Articles should be no longer than 500 
words and accompanied with photos 
whenever possible. Send submissions 
to: editor@bmcnews.org.

Suite B1, 10826 – 95 Street, Edmonton AB, T5H 2E3
P: (780) 425-3475  F: (780) 429-4075

E: info@bmcnews.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Christine Chomiak, Shauna Forsyth, Gary Garrison, Jim Gurnett, 

Alistair Henning, Fr. Jim Holland, Wesley May, Brenden Murphy, Ian Young
The board may be contacted at board@bmcnews.org

OFFICE STAFF
EDITOR • Paula E. Kirman
editor@bmcnews.org
VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS • 
Colleen Chapman & Paula E. Kirman
volunteer@bmcnews.org
LAYOUT AND DESIGN • Vikki Wiercinski
design@bmcnews.org
ADVERTISING • Vikki Wiercinski
ads@bmcnews.org
PROOFREADER • Barbara B. Kirman
ACCOUNTING • Rosalie Gelderman
THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

WRITERS & PhOTOgRAPhERS
Dan Aire, Manon Aubry, Keri Breckenridge, 
Colleen Chapman, Alexandra Duncan, Dan 
Glugosh, Leif Gregersen, John Hooper, Anna 
Katryan, Paula E. Kirman,  Johnny Lee, Yovella M., 
Amy McBain, Joanne McNeal, Jimmy Morrison, 
Jen Strohschein, Marliss Taylor, Teddi Taylor, 
Mike Van Boom, Ian Young, 

Our goal is to report issues fairly and 
provide a variety of perspectives on 
issues affecting this community. The 
opinions expressed in Boyle McCauley 
News are those of the people named as 
the authors of the articles, and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Board, 
staff, or Editorial Committee of the paper.

Boyle McCauley News is a non-profit newspaper published ten times yearly by the Boyle 
McCauley Community Newspaper Society. The Society is made up of the people who live and 

work in the Boyle Street and McCauley neighbourhoods. 
Opinions expressed in the newspaper are not necessarily those of the Board of Directors. Any 

submissions may be subject to editing for length and suitability.
Advertisements from political parties and politicians are paid for. Boyle McCauley News does 

not support or endorse any political party or viewpoint. 

Circulation 6000 • Since 1979 • www.bmcnews.org
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BLOCK CARRIERS
Sandra Barnes, Brockman Family, Sara 
Coumantarakis & Gary Garrison, Michelle 
Cumming, Barry Daniels, John Gee, 
Rosalie Gelderman, Rich Gossen & Anne 
Fitzpatrick, Jim Gurnett, John Hooper, 
Ann-Marie Johnson, Layna Johnson, 
Donna Mackey, Wesley May, Shari Mati, 
Dalyce McElhinney, Bob McKeon, Phil 
O’Hara, Rob Pearson, Erin Pocai, Kate 
Quinn,  Karen & Joe Simons, Bernard 
Soberg, Garry Spotowski, Alex Stewart, 
Heather Van Boom, John-West Family.

Boyle Street and 
McCauley Crime 
and Safety 
Numbers

Report “john” activity & license plate numbers • (780) 421-2656

Report Problem Properties & Derelict Houses • (780) 496-6031

Report Gang Activity • (780) 414-4567
       

EPS General Crime/Complaints • (780) 423-4567

EPS website • edmontonpolice.ca
- click on Crime Prevention 

REACH Edmonton website • www.reachedmonton.ca

Crime Stoppers • 1-800-222-8477  
                                     1-800-222-TIPS

Culture and Community 
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Bayani and Lorena Alcantara im-
migrated to Canada twelve years 
ago with their four daughters. 
The couple, married 26 years, 
have done everything they can 
to build a life and contribute to 
our communities since they ar-
rived. Two years ago they opened 
Panciteria, just half a block from 
Canada Place at 9653 102 Avenue. 
Walk into the restaurant and you 
receive a warm, genuine welcome 
and there is a wonderful menu 
from which to choose tradition-
al Philippine fare. The prices are 
very reasonable.

The couple have been contribut-
ing to many events at the Boyle 
Street Community League build-
ing over the past couple of years, 
and this year they expanded their 
touch to the Church Street Fair in 
McCauley.  

Very soon they will open their 
second location in the food court 
of T & T Grocery in Northgate.  

Bayani can be found doing vol-

unteer work in many places. He 
is working to develop a Filipino 
Business Association, is involved 
in the Filipino Canadian Multi-
cutural Society, and prides him-

self in being a resource person for 
people who come to Edmonton 
and have no idea where to go. Not 
to mention he is also a member of 
the University of the Philippines 

Alumni Association of Edmon-
ton.  

Thank you Bayani and Lorena - 
you are appreciated. 

colleen chapman • BMC News Staff 

Our Volunteers

Panciteria: A Business With a Community Spirit

Lorena and Bayani Alcantara. Paula E. Kirman

On July 12 the first annual Church Street 
Fair took place. There were five won-
derful choirs who performed as well as 
many musicians who were organized 
by the Heart of the City organization. 
Children’s programming at the rink 
was provided by the McCauley Com-
munity League and the KIDS organiza-
tion. The University of the Philippines 
Alumni Association of Edmonton (UP-
AAE) provided food and face painting, 
and the churches were opened for the 
public to tour.  

We enjoyed a wedding party at Sacred 
Heart Church, and many visitors were 
pleasantly surprised to see the bride 
exit the church to the strains of “Un-
chained Melody” provided by musi-
cians Linda and Danielle!  

The Fair was an example of the best of 
McCauley with the League, Heart of 
the City, Boyle McCauley News, KIDS, 
the UPAAE, McCauley Revitalization, 
Inn Roads Housing Co-op, Panciteria, 
Myros Rexall Drug Store, Sacred Heart 
Church of the First Peoples, Pino Broth-
ers, and most especially E4C partner-
ing together to provide a community 
fair. Indeed, when the UPAAE learned 
that the food truck we had booked had 
backed out at the last minute they add-
ed hot dogs to their list of food provid-
ed. 

The Honourable Laurie Hawn, MP for 

Edmonton Centre, brought greetings 
on behalf of the Prime Minister. Rachel 
Notley, MLA Edmonton-Strathcona, 
brought greetings from the Province 
on behalf of Brian Mason. Our own in-
imitable Scott McKeen brought greet-
ings from the mayor and the City of 
Edmonton. Janis Irwin, NDP candidate 
for Griesbach stopped by and stayed for 
quite a while that day.

Next year’s fair will be on July 11, and we 
are planning for it already. If you would 
like to be part of the planning and orga-
nizing, or if you have ideas for the fair, 
please contact us at (780) 668-3194 or 

write to us at friendsofchurchstreet@
gmail.com.

Many thanks to all of our volunteers! The 
Board of Directors would like to thank 
E4C for their support and hard work. We 
could not have done this without you. 
And lastly, a special thanks to Jane Mols-
tad for her invaluable work and support 
- she even delivered flowers on the day!  

Speaking as the President of the Friends 
of Church Street Society I need to express 
a special thank you to the Board of Direc-
tors who came together some years ago 
and have seen it through to this first fair:  

Fr. Jim Holland (Treasurer), Shauna For-
syth (Secretary), Paula Kirman (Commu-
nications Director), and Ben Franck have 
been here since the beginning. Wendy 
Aasen was with us in the beginning, serv-
ing as Vice President and working with 
the League to achieve the historical 
designation of Church Street from 
the City. You all have contributed a 
great deal to the community and de-
serve honour and respect. Sadly, no 
one can PAY you what you are worth! 
Thanks again.

Photos from the Church Street Fair are 
on page eight.

Inaugural Church Street Fair a Success
COLLeen ChapMan • BMC News Staff 

From left: Scott McKeen, Rachel Notley, and Laurie Hawn bring greetings in front of Sacred Heart Church during the 
Church Street Fair. Leif Gregersen
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Event Dates 
To Remember
SEpTEmbER 6: Lantern event - Chinatown
SEpTEmbER 13: Yoga in the Heart 
Giovanni Caboto Park • 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
OCTObER 4: BIG DIG • Come for your free tree to 
plant in your yard • 10 am to Noon – Giovanni 
Caboto park
NovemBer 8: Warm Winter Welcome - mcCauley 
School  5 p.m. to 8 p.m. - Come for a bowl of 
soup/bread/music
DECEmbER: every Saturday – Chestnuts roasting 
on a open fire •Italian Centre – noon to 2 p.m.

Update on the 
Community 
Walkabout
on June 25,  the revita l izat ion committee and 
local  residents  jo ined the ePS super intendants 

and Counci l lor  mcKeen on a walkabout of  mc -
Cauley.  I t  was one of  those typical  hot  summer 
nights  when the sun was shining on the commu -
nity  and i t  looked l ike a great  neighbourhood 
to l ive in.  The watchful  eyes of  those involved 
helped to spot  over  150 ongoing issues that  are 
being fol lowed up on with ePS Constable Darren 
Wasmuth, Bylaw Supervisor John Lazurek, and the 
Safety Council chair Bola Fadeyi, as well as Jane 
molstad, revitalization Coordinator. many of the 
concerns have been identified prior to the walkabout 
but the difference with this follow up action is the 
letters to be sent out to local residents and busi-
nesses through the safety council. The intent is to 
inform the key people who are not attending to the 
concerns such as vacant lots, weeds, graffiti, and 
unkept areas left for months and sometimes years. 

The Safety Council, with support of the ePS and By-
law, has now collected the long list of addresses for 
those not complying and will continue to flag these 
locations to ensure work is done. If the work is not 
completed or effort made to improve, then ePS or 
bylaw will be  i s s u i n g  f i n e s .  I f  y o u  s e e  a n  a r e a 
y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  f o c u s  o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t 
B o l a  F a d e y i  o r  a t t e n d  t h e  n e x t  S a f e t y  C o u n c i l 
m e e t i n g  o n  S e p t e m b e r  3 0  a t  m c C a u l e y  S c h o o l 
a t  7 : 0 0  p . m .  re s i d e n t s  a n d  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s 
a r e  w e l c o m e .  C o n t a c t  B o l a  a t  b e s t o f a f r i -
c a 2 0 0 7 @ h o t m a i l . c o m .

Update on 
Gardens in 
mcCauley
BIG TomATo GArDeN
The City owned site located on 95 Street and 106A Avenue 
has been empty for a number of years. Negotiations took 
place four years ago and through revitalization efforts, 
The WorKS moved into the William Paskins heritage 
house. The house had to be moved and went through 
serious renovations with an addition attached to add 
the gallery for The WorKS’ office location. In addition, 
the City negotiated the sale of the bunker back to the 
City of edmonton which has been leased to the WorKS 
for storage. efforts to sell the land have not proven to be 
successful over the past two years. revitalization has a 
focus on using the vacant lots in mcCauley and reducing 
the number of them overall. 

The idea of a big tomato garden came from miranda ring-
ma, owner of Zocalo, who said she always had a dream 
of having one here in the area. A match was made with a 
group who wanted to make the dream happen. The Skills 
Society of edmonton volunteered to operate a garden on 
the Paskins site for the next three years (if the land does 
not sell) in hopes to encourage other gardeners to step 
forward and join in. The plan has come to a point where 
building the garden boxes started up in early August and 
the plan is to get them filled with dirt ready for planting 
come spring of 2015. If you have a desire to get involved 
with this great garden idea, contact Debbie reid at (780) 
905-8540.

THE ORCHARD
In 2012, the oFre (operation Fruit rescue edmonton) 
organization contacted the City of edmonton with hopes 
of developing a small orchard on a community site. What 
is their mandate? The group has a focus of saving fruit 

and distributing the fruit to others for good use. Their 
volunteer base provides people who will pick the fruit, 
provide a quarter to the owner and also to edmonton’s 
Food Bank, and then uses the remainder to create jams, 
apple cider, and other useful food items. much of their 
work is also providing education workshops and sessions 
for those who wish to volunteer their time toward a good 
cause. The mcCauley School seemed to be one of the 
barren sites that needs to have more park development. 
The partners worked together on a concept of creating a 
small orchard and to have a central location to work from. 
mcCauley School site was a choice location for the City to 
approve. Final approval happened August 5, after many 
conditions were met by the group. Building will start in 
September 2014. most of the plans will be creating beds 
of small bush fruits and berries. The group has a volunteer 
base of over 300 people who have already indicated their 
desire to be part of the mcCauley community and engage 
the residents and local businesses. If you or if you have a 
neighbour with abundant fruit growth, contact mike John-
son at jmjohnson79@hotmail.com.

HUSKY oIL SITe – A remeDIATIoN ProCeSS 
remediation of a gas station location (called a brownfield 
site) takes a very long time. It seems rare for a site to have 
development occur in less than 10-15 years as it takes a 
period of time to negotiate and to do the clean up that is 
legally required. It often leaves a community with a vacant 
site for years without many knowing what is being worked 
on or how the site will be developed. The Husky oil site lo-
cated at 97 Street and 108A Avenue in mcCauley is owned 
by Husky oil, who were willing to remediate and provide 
a beautification of the site within a reasonable amount 
of time. The City of edmonton has been negotiating with 
Husky oil through the environment area of Sustainable 
Development. The process of working out a lease and the 
maintenance of the site has taken two years to work out 
the legal obligations and have a lease that is acceptable 
for the long term. The technical work has been done and 
now we are offering a public input meeting for the Husky 
oil site. The first meeting will take place on September 25 
at 7 p.m. at mcCauley School. If you are interested 
in attending please rSvP to Jane molstad at jane.
molstad@edmonton.ca.

I’m glad I wore a yellow shirt when 
I went to lunch. At Uyen Uong, the 
entire decor is yellow and I actually 
blended right in! It was bright, sun-
ny, and clean. 
 
My dining companion and I had our 
choice of seats and were present-
ed with menus. About 80 dishes 
were printed therein, plus about ten 
more specials handwritten on the 
last page. Most of it was standard 
Vietnamese fare, and my friend or-
dered the staple Pho Tai, beef soup 

with thin noodles. I, being the more 
adventurous one, asked the server 
what he would recommend and he 
suggested one of the handwritten 
specials. Bun Rieu is a complex dish 
with crab, shrimp, tomato, onion, 
egg, and pork balls in soup. He even 
explained to us how to pronounce 
what we ordered (although I doubt 
we’ll remember the next time). There 
were non-alcoholic drinks on the 
menu, but we abstained even from 

those, and indulged in a few lettuce 
wraps for a starter.  
 
The obligatory bean sprouts, basil, 
and lime came quickly, followed soon 
by our meals. Both were big bowls 
of soup, steaming hot with fresh in-
gredients still cooking in the broth. 
The colour and presentation of the 
Bun Rieu showed off the variety of 
ingredients in a clear chicken soup. 
So appetizing it was, that I dove right 

in (forgetting to take a photo!). I even 
ate two of the lettuce wraps before 
snapping the picture! 
 
In retrospect, I should have waited, 
not only for the photo, but because 
the soup improved as I ate it, mixing 
the flavours and developing a subtle-
ty that I missed when eating the in-
dividual meats and vegetables. The 
ingredients in both soups were quite 
tender, the vermicelli just past the al 
dente stage and the vegetables just 
past the crunchy stage. The lettuce 
wraps were simple and pure: shrimp, 
lettuce, and thin noodle in a rice wrap 
with a delicious peanut sauce. I even 
took home some for the next day’s 
lunch. All totalled, it was $24.10 for 
the two average priced meals - quite 
affordable for such good food.  
 
We enjoyed our lunch relatively un-
interrupted, either by the server or 
other patrons, as there were very 
few. Uyen Uong certainly is worthy 
of more visits. If you go, take time 
to savour the food (maybe take a few 
photos) and wear your sunniest yel-
low. 

John lives in Boyle Street.

Uyen Uong Noodle House
VietnaMeSe

10626 97 Street

(780) 497-8280

john hooper

Bright in Colour and Flavours

Salad rolls at Uyen Uong. John Hooper

COLOUR ON THIS SPREAD

T H I S  I S  A  P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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COLOUR ON THIS SPREAD

HOPE provides a one-time 
conditional grant of up to $20,000 
for qualifying homeowners.
You can use the money for major 
repairs or disability modifications 
to your home. Your application will 
be automatically considered for 
an additional $2,000 for energy-
efficient retrofits.

Download your application via 
edmonton.ca/hope or email 
hope@edmonton.ca to have an application sent to you.
For more information call:  780-423-3135

HOPE: 
Housing 
Opportunities 
Program for 
Edmonton

edmonton.ca/hope

Elena Zerea moved from Eritrea to Canada 17 years ago. 
She lived in Fort McMurray for three years before moving to 
Edmonton and buying her home in McCauley 10 years ago. 
She does not have any family in Canada. “Living across the 
street from my church is important to me,” said Elena. She 
likes her neighbourhood. It is safe and close to the hospital, 
groceries and bus stops. “I want to stay in McCauley,” she 
added.One of Elena’s friends told her about the City of 
Edmonton’s HOPE program. She knew her house needed 
work, but getting it done is difficult for a single woman who is 
on disability due to a serious heart condition and knows little 
about home repairs.

Despite picking up writing in English quickly, speaking the 
language was a challenge. This prevented her from picking 
up the phone and inquiring about HOPE. In October 2013, 
Elena decided to call the City. “I was so scared. I’ve never 
met this person,” she told me. “How do I ask them for help?” 
Fortunately, Dennis Lee, Safety Codes Officer and HOPE 
Inspector had a cancellation the same day she called the City. 
Dennis called Elena and was able to do a home inspection and 
begin the HOPE process sooner. 

“Dennis was sincere, helpful and knowledgeable about home 
repairs and maintenance,” said Elena. The one-on-one service 
Dennis provided made her less stressed about the amount 
of work her home needed. There were huge cracks in her 
foundation and water came in and flooded her basement. 

How about an extra $20,000
towards your home repairs?

As the contractors started their work, bigger problems 
surfaced quickly—there were no footings for the foundation 
support. The contractors stopped their work immediately. “I 
did not know what to do or whom to call,” said Elena.  Dennis 
came to the rescue. He advised her to hire an engineer. 
There were many discussions between the engineer and 
the contractor. “I was glad Dennis was there to explain what 
was happening and mediate between the contractor and the 
engineer,’ continued Elena.  

Through HOPE, Elena had a number of her necessary home 
repairs done. She is also planning to get an energy audit 
completed and have her windows replaced. Dennis also told 
Elena about the City’s Secondary Suites grant.  “An inspector 
came by to do an inspection in my basement and I started to 
get some advice already,” said Elena. 

Elena intends to remain in McCauley and loves cooking Eritrean 
food with spices sent to her from her mom back home. You will 
not hear her friends complaining anytime soon.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Needles in the Neighbourhood
dan aire

10203 - 97 Street

Across from the Winspear Centre

Edmonton

marketdrugsmedical.com 422-1397

Products for Health
and Wellness

Market
Drugs
MeDical

We have lived in McCauley for five 
years and in that time have had the 
misfortune of finding used syringes 
on numerous occasions. The park, 
the street, and in our back alley are 
the usual spots where we find them.

The organization, Streetworks, 
a branch of the Boyle McCauley 
Health Centre, distributes syringes 
to those who need them. Laudably, 
that policy has effectively helped 
to reduce incidences of Hepatitis 
C and HIV. However advantageous 
this policy is, their ability to retrieve 
all the used needles is admittedly 
less than 100% and this leaves many 
hundreds if not thousands of used 
syringes at large in our neighbour-

hoods. I have spoken with someone 
connected to Streetworks and they 
have expressed a sincere desire to 
improve this situation as well as to 
begin a dialogue with our commu-
nity to find better solutions to this 
systemic problem.

The question I have heard asked by 
residents is, “Who do you call to 
safely dispose of them?” There are 
a few options.

Dispose of it yourself ? This is not 
a safe or ultimately useful solution 
as you could have an accident with 
the syringe and give yourself an 
unwanted disease. Furthermore, 
there is absolutely no chance for 
the City or health authorities to 
know the rate of such incidences if 

there are no reports made.

The solution that I have used in the 
past to great success is to directly call 
911 and ask for the Fire Department, 
making sure to inform them it is not 
an emergency. They have come im-
mediately and with no complaint 
to safely dispose of it. I spoke with 
someone in our local Fire Station re-
cently and he said that they have no 
issue with this approach.

Call 311? This is acceptable, but ask 
to be directed to the Fire Depart-
ment for a non emergency situa-
tion. This helps to prevent the tying 
up of an essential emergency line. 
Tell the Fire Department the situa-
tion and wait for them to arrive to 
help them locate the needle. If you 

cannot wait, make sure to give them 
specific directions as to the loca-
tion of the syringe. That being said, 
if the City does not offer a prompt 
response and will not connect you 
to the Fire Department, then by all 
means call 911.

It is of the upmost importance 
that this public health hazard be 
dealt with by trained and appro-
priate personnel both for your 
safety and so that an official re-
cord is kept. This will assist the 
dispensers of these syringes to de-
velop more effective strategies for 
accountability and retrieval. One 
of the most effective strategies is 
already in place: keep your eyes 
open, your shoes on, and your 
phone handy!

The Streetworks program has been 
in operation for the past 25 years. 
Streetworks operates from a Harm 
Reduction philosophy. Harm Re-
duction is a set of strategies that 
aim to keep individuals and com-
munities safer and healthier. It 
recognizes that drug use and addic-
tion is a reality in our society, and 
that not everyone will go to jail or 
get into treatment. The goal is to 
decrease the rates of HIV and Hep-
atitis C, but also to connect with 
people and help them to move from 
chaos to a place of stability. 

The needles are an important tool. 
They are a connecting point for 
many people who would not nor-
mally access services. The less nee-
dle sharing that happens, the less 
HIV and Hep C in the community 
and less risks to all. But the needles 
are also a means of developing rela-
tionships with people who are dis-
enfranchised and starting them on 
a path that will decrease the neg-
ative impacts upon communities. 
The eye is on long term change that 
will benefit the individual and the 
community in which they reside.

The Streetworks frontline team 
is made up of three nurses and 
two outreach workers. There are 
five places in the city where nee-
dles can be accessed and there is 
a van that is out seven evenings a 
week. People can also get needles 
at places other than Streetworks. 
Streetworks has a number of sub 
projects that include overdose pre-
vention, providing drug education 
to street-involved youth (Youth 
to Youth project), and supporting 

women who are pregnant, home-
less and vulnerable (HER Pregnan-
cy program). The needle exchange 
portion of the program sees more 
men than women, and the clients 
range in age from teens to people 
in their 60s. Most are housed and 
stable members of the community. 
There are a small number of home-
less people who have conflicting 
priorities (food, shelter, addiction, 
mental health) and who are more 
chaotic. Research is clear that 
people without housing are many 
times more likely to inject drugs in 
public spaces. Housed people gen-
erally do not inject publicly.

Every month, Streetworks collects 
an average of 77,500 needles from 
the clients for incineration. Five 
percent of the needles go out of Ed-
monton as Streetworks is the only 
program for northeast Alberta, and 
substance use is a universal phe-
nomenon. There are a number of 
needles that remain in circulation 
as people will take many and bring 
them back when they need new 
ones. Unfortunately, some end up 
as debris on the street. Streetworks 
is clear that one needle on the 
ground is too many, and the pro-
gram is working hard to minimize 
this happening. Every city in the 
world is struggling with this issue. 
The team goes out to pick up nee-
dles several times per week. The 
provincial drug users network, a 
group of people who use or used to 
use drugs, goes out three times per 
week and picks up needles. There 
are two staff members who are con-
nected with Boyle Street Communi-
ty Services’ Downtown Proud clean 
up crew (funded through the City 
of Edmonton’s Clean and Green 

program) who work exclusively in 
the McCauley neighbourhood to 
look for and dispose of used nee-
dles. The city offers the 311 service 
for people to call if they should find 
a needle. Streetworks has recently 
started distributing small, individ-
ualized sharps containers to peo-
ple who use the program. This has 
been very popular. 

Over the years, the team has been 
aware that the majority of people 
who inject publically do not want 
to dispose of their needles care-
lessly, and this gives them another 
option for safer disposal. Without 
minimizing the concern, it may 
be helpful to note that globally, 
there has never been a case of HIV 
transmitted through a needle that 
was lying on the street, and only 
two cases of suspected Hepatitis 
C transmission. There is a greater 

risk of scratches and poking inju-
ries. Much like broken glass, nee-
dles need to be carefully handled to 
avoid injury. 

If a needle is found on the street, 
the first place to call is 311. If there 
is an area where there is consis-
tently needle debris found, please 
call the Streetworks office at (780) 
424-4016 ext. 210. The team will at-
tempt to connect with the individu-
als who may be there to affect long 
term change. For the more chaotic 
clients, they often move and the 
team is not always aware of places 
to find people who are causing con-
cern in the neighbourhood. Nee-
dles are everyone’s concern, and 
health and safety are paramount 
with this difficult urban issue. 

Marliss Taylor RN, BScN, is the Pro-
gram Manager for Streetworks.

Streetworks, Harm Reduction, and Needles
An overview of Streetworks and what it is doing to keep used needles off the streets.

marliss taylor

One resident’s experiences of who to call if you find a used needle.
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In June, Justice Minister Peter 
McKay tabled legislation that 
would make the purchase of sex-
ual services illegal.  Bill C-36, 
the Protection of Communities 
and Exploited Persons Act, made 
it through Second Reading. In 
a marathon sitting of four days 
in July, the Justice and Human 
Rights Parliamentary Committee 
heard and questioned 60 wit-
nesses, including CEASE.  The 
government made two amend-
ments and some technical im-
provements.  

CEASE and others advocated that 
there be a five year review to see 
what is working and what is not. 
This was adopted. The second 

amendment was to narrow the 
places where vulnerable persons 
could be arrested. Rather than 
any place where children might 
be present, that is now limited to 
schools, playgrounds and daycar-
es. The stated goal is to protect 
children from men cruising and 
pimps hanging around. The high 
majority of witnesses said there 
should be no criminal charges 
against vulnerable persons and 
that there should be other strate-
gies to protect children and com-
munities, such as increased police 
presence. 

When Parliament resumes in 
mid-September, the Bill will be 
presented for Third Reading and 
then passed to the Senate for re-
view.  Approval by both the Par-

liament and the Senate sets the 
stage for Royal Assent.  Bill C-36 
could become law by December 
2014, meeting the one year dead-
line set by the Supreme Court of 
Canada. 

Bill C-36 is being called a para-
digm shift, and it will be. For the 
past 500 years as a colony and a 
country, the weight and shame of 
“prostitution” has been borne by 
the provider, primarily women.  
It wasn’t until 1985 that the law 
recognized the role of the buyer 
at all and created the communica-
tion charge, although it applied to 
both parties. Bill C-36 shifts the 
accountability for harm to the 
shoulders of the buyers. In this 
anonymous buyers club are men 
who rape, degrade, and murder, 

as well as exploiting the vulner-
abilities of children and adults 
who sell their bodies. It’s not a 
benign commercial transaction. 

Bill C-36 seeks to deter those who 
profit from the exploitation of an-
other person. It exempts persons 
who sell sex services of their own 
free will. It’s complex legislation, 
but, the goal is to criminalize the 
abuse of power and protect vul-
nerable persons of all ages. 

It’s an ambitious plan to shift at-
titudes, challenge stereotypes, 
increase services for vulnerable 
children and adults, and increase 
community safety.   

Kate Quinn is the Executive Direc-
tior of CEASE.

Countdown to a New Prostitution Law
kate quinn

I wonder when our Creator plant-
ed the Garden of Eden, if not only 
did He intend it a place for gath-
ering nourishment, but also as 
a testament to the gloriousness 
of unity and humanity’s creative 
prowess. One could only dream of 
the complexity and shear beauty 
this garden may have fundamen-
tally yielded. However, there may 
be a place right here on earth re-
sembling such an ideal atmo-
sphere, where people from all 
walks of life could gather, get-
ting their hands dirty while knee 
deep in sensations of communi-
ty and contribution. A garden 
where any weary member of ur-
ban society can harvest accom-
plishment along with potatoes, 
carrots, and cucumbers.   

Lady Flower Garden is three acres 
of agricultural land in the north-
east part of the city. Provided for 
by Riverbend Gardens, Lady Flower 
is a project put forth by Kelly Mills 
and partner Doug Visser who do-
nate land, seed, and time as well as 
their love for organizations such as 
Edmonton’s Food Bank, The Mus-
tard Seed, Bissell Centre, Boyle 
Street Community Services, and 
Hope Mission. Here, members of 
the inner city community and oth-
ers come together, building rela-
tionships and working joyously to 
help feed those who utilize these 
services.  

Last year while homeless, I became 
familiar with Lady Flower in its sec-
ond year first through the Bissell 
and Boyle Street recreation crews 
who take inner city community 

members on various outings, and 
then later with the Mustard Seed. 
The garden experience has person-
ally been the most rewarding by far. 
Sure, a small part of it was a need to 
give back to those services which I 
employed. However, at first it was 
simply a means for getting out of 
the city core, to doing anything 
other than napping in the park or 
hanging out at the library. I decided 
to enjoy the summer unemployed 
due to a drug relapse the previ-
ous winter, among other reasons. 
Then, a tear in my knee prevented 
me from returning to construction.

Now, this year between the Mustard 
Seed outings on Wednesday after-
noons and the Bissell/Boyle Street 
on Mondays, I’ve no shortage of 
family who once were only faces 
in the ‘hood. Projects such as this 

really do bring people closer to-
gether. For a couple of hours we 
pull weeds and harvest peas, beans, 
beats, corn, Swiss chard, dill, then 
later pumpkins, and so much more 
- not to mention the frequent pic-
nics which are always fun. A variety 
of flowers are also available to us 
along with a portion of the bounty to 
take home.

Lady Flower provides not only an op-
portunity for giving, but also to build 
relationships. Laughter, agricultural 
education, along with other various 
cultural activities also take place 
from time to time. Sadly though, this 
little piece of heaven is under pres-
sure by highway hungry municipal-
ities and if not preserved, may be a 
loss for many. I, for one, pray that 
Lady Flower Garden will be around 
for many years yet to come.    

Lady Flower Garden
Garden offers inner city service users to build skills and relationships.

johnny lee

Block Party in McCauley: A Sundae Sunday
joanne mcneal

So what is a block party anyway? It’s a 
gathering of neighbours to get to know 
each other. In this case a little ice Cream 
was the magnet that brought us all to-
gether. What could be sweeter than an ice 
cream party in the middle of a summer 
afternoon? This one happened on August 
17 in the alley between 109A and 110 Ave-
nues - the extension of 94 Street across the 
back of Caboto Park. 

It was an idea based on a get together I 
organized a couple of decades ago. This 
one was very co-operative - everyone had 
to bring an ice cream topping, and a chair, 
a bowl, and a spoon for each member of 
their family. We asked also for people with 
folding tables and coolers to bring those 
along too. The ice creams and ice were 

provided through a Small Sparks Grant 
(up to $250) from McCauley Revitaliza-
tion. Save-On Foods also donated some of 
our ice cream and ice. We applied to the 
Traffic Department for a permit to close 
down a block of our common side alley 
linking 109A with 110 Avenues, which 
cost $100 for barricades. The rest was easy 
- just come and enjoy making an ice cream 
sundae on a warm Sunday afternoon, and 
get to know your neighbours. As the plan-
ning grew, people volunteered to help in 
various ways: a lemonade stand, games, 
performing, a croquet set, and coolers. 

I had made 130 invitations and left them 
at all houses along three avenues: 109A, 
110, and 110A, plus 92 Street. I was sur-
prised how many houses there were on 
these three streets. We had no idea how 
many people to expect. Around 90 peo-

ple showed up (including Councillor Scott 
McKeen) and some neighbours even pro-
vided music! Thanks to everyone who 
participated in making the FUN happen! 
And by the way, anyone in McCauley can 
apply for a Small Sparks Grant through 

Revitalization - info is on the City web-
site under the Great Neighbourhoods 
office, or call Jane Molstad at (780) 496-
6887 for more info. The whole purpose 
of the grant is to get people together to 
improve the community.

Neighbours enjoying the block party on August 17. Joanne McNeal
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Inaugural Church Street Fair in Pictures
Celebrating Community and History

1
2

5
1  Friends of Church Street Secre-

tary Shauna Forsyth poses with the 
Memorial Cup and Ed Chynoweth 
Cup which were on display at the 
rink. A couple of members of the 
Edmonton Oil Kings also signed au-
tographs. Paula E. Kirman   2  Much of the 
day’s activities were set up in front 
of Sacred Heart Church. Paula E. Kirman  

3  The Kokopelli Choir performed in 
front of Queen of Martyrs. Leif Gregersen.   

4  From left: Rachel Notley (MLA, 
Edmonton-Strathcona), Friends of 
Church Street President Colleen 
Chapman, and Fr. Jim Holland (Trea-
surer, Friends of Church Street). 
Paula E. Kirman  5  Musicians Linda and 
Danielle entertained the audience. 
Several other musicians and buskers 
were also on hand. Paula E. Kirman
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Chinatown Festival Brightens 97 Street
The Chinatown Festival on July 12 featured multicultural 

performances, food, vendors - and lots of colour!

Photos supplied by the Chinatown Little Italy Business Association.
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10644-97 St.
424-4830

4118-118 Ave.
474-2229

The Finest European Quality
Open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday to Saturday

Closed Sunday; considered a family day by Italian Bakery

We specialize in European breads, pastries, torta, rye,
sour dough/white sour dough bread, crusty buns and 

offer a full line of fresh Italian meats and cheeses.

10 loaves
White or Brown Sliced

Great Selection
Cheeses &
Coldcuts

Made Fresh Daily - Fast and tasty

$13.99

ItalIan SandwIcheS 

$2.50 and up

Boyle McCauley News

Bursting With Culture

ian young 

Ability and Community

Safety Walk

A community walkabout took place on June 25 to help identify issues in McCauley. 
In addition to community members, City Councillor Scott McKeen and repre-
sentatives from Bylaw and EPS were in attendance to follow up on issues and 
infractions. Amy McBain

Garden Landscaping

A group of young volunteers help landscape the garden at the northeast corner of 
Giovanni Caboto Park in late June. Mike Van Boom

“A people without the knowledge of 
their past history, origin, and culture 
is like a tree without roots.”  - Marcus 
Garvey

Culture is something to be proud 
of. Not only can it help you research 
your identity, it can be clinically 
helpful as some disorders stem from 
a particular culture.

One of the reasons I am a proud 
Canadian is all of the many differ-

ent cultures I see on a daily basis.
Not only are we a country with two 
official languages, we are a country 
bursting with cultures!

Many people I know are first or sec-
ond generation Canadians with par-
ents and grandparents that were not 
born here. They have given me many 
learning experiences. I know certain 
words and phrases that stem from 
different cultures just by people I 
have met in my life.

On any given day you can see people 
on our streets from every corner of 
the world. I am always keen on expe-
riencing new cultures in their food, 
beliefs, and history (but mostly food!).

I am proud to say I’m from Canada 
when I travel, because if I am asked 
what the culture of Canada is, I can 
say “Multicultural.”

yOu Can Get the 
LATEST ON YOUR 
COMMunity 
On twitter!

F o l l o w  u s  @ b m C n e w s
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I’m not a very competent hair-
dresser. When I colour my hair, 
I also colour the sink, the wall, 

and the floor.

When I see photos of picturesque 
European towns, I don’t think of 

charm or history. I think of faulty 
plumbing and no heat.

Isabelle is a writer who was a long-

time resident of McCauley.

isaBelle Foord

Something Funny

Lost in Translation
keri Breckenridge

Keri’s Corner
Culture is both a great unifier and a 
great divider. We all are products of 
our backgrounds and within those 
histories are traditions, rules, and 
rituals. We sometimes bond with 
others through these ways of life and 
sometimes we find ourselves at odds 
with others who have different ways. 

My work involves daily interaction 
with people of different cultures 
and it can be a constant struggle to 
understand another’s perspective. 
The things that I consider import-
ant, such as punctuality, can be a 
struggle for others to understand 
simply because they didn’t grow up 
with any emphasis on them. How 
does one convey a value to another 
when it seems like there is no com-

mon language? I can’t explain why 
it’s important to be on time, it just is 
and it always has been! I can’t even 
explain what on time is considering 
there are no two clocks displaying 
the same time in my office. Under 
those circumstances is five minutes 
even late? Maybe it’s early. It is an on-
going struggle to identify with other 
human beings.

This need to identify with others has 
resulted in culture. It allows us to 
communicate with others of a simi-
lar background with ease. Body lan-
guage and vocal tones do much of 
our talking when interacting with 
people. I have a great understanding 
of sarcasm simply because it is a com-
mon tool of communication among 
my peers. I don’t have to explain what 
I mean when I say my day has been 
just great when my inflection goes up 
at the end of that sentence. Amazing-

ly, sarcasm doesn’t always translate 
across all cultural lines. When I say 
my day has been great some people 
actually think I’ve had a great day. Can 
you imagine? It’s a wonder anyone 
understands me at all. 

Despite all this the one thing that I 
find rarely gets lost is translation is 
a smile. A smile can be as simple as 
hello or as complicated as sympathy 
and it’s not often misinterpreted. 
Smiles convey an attempt at em-
pathy with other peoples’ circum-
stances. So, the next time you find 
yourself in a situation where you 
just don’t understand the other per-
son, give them a great big smile. If 
that doesn’t work, do the smile-and-
nod and back away slowly towards 
the door.

Keri lives in Boyle Street. She has a 
very lovely smile.

As residents of McCauley for a num-
ber of years, and owners of a vintage 
house with some outside growing 
space, we have had a huge learning 
curve. We have researched and ex-
perimented with how to improve the 
comfort and efficiency of our home 
without breaking the bank; how to 
improve the livability of our yard 
with little cost; how to help spruce 
up our neck of the woods with indi-
vidual and group efforts; and, how 
to access the many services the City 

provides to assist residents. The list 
is long and we don’t pretend to have 
all the solutions. Our hope in writ-
ing this column is to share what our 
experiences have been, and perhaps 
to help give a glimpse into a solution 
for a problem that has been nagging 
you. 

INSIDE
Yes folks, summer is almost over and 
it’s time to start thinking of ways to 
ready your house for, brace yourself, 
WINTER. The most important way 
to help your house heat efficient-
ly is with a clean furnace. Make an 
appointment sooner than later (they 
get busy) with a reputable furnace 
specialist and get them to come out 
and clean your ducts, change your 
filter (should be done every couple of 
months), and clean the mechanical 
parts. All winter long, your furnace 

will love you for it and so will you.

OUT
September is not only a time for gar-
den clean up, it’s also the time to 
plant spring bulbs!  Crocuses, daf-
fodils, and tulips are some welcome 
early arrivals each spring. Look for 
some of the sunniest south-exposed 
places in your yard to plant bulbs 
for the earliest appearance. Bulbs 
require little care and bring much 
beauty, year after year.  

Another bulb that we’ve learned to 
love in our garden is garlic. We first 
tried planting garlic five years ago, 
using hard-neck garlic bought from 
a farmer. Each year in September we 
have planted the descendants of this 
garlic, and it has consistently grown 
beautiful bulbs of garlic through the 
following season.  

Here are some tips for growing your 
own succulent garlic. Buy recently 
harvested garlic if you can, ideally 
from a farmer’s market or some oth-
er local source so you know it’s fresh 
and Alberta-hardy. Each bulb of gar-
lic consists of many cloves. Separate 
the cloves and choose the largest, 
keeping the papery covering intact. 
Prepare your soil by loosening it and 
adding compost, if you have some. 
Plant the garlic cloves about two 
inches deep and eight inches apart, 
with the point up. Cover them with 
soil, press down gently, then add a 
thick layer of leaves on top as pro-
tective mulch for the winter. This 
mulch can be cleared away in the 
spring to allow the sun to warm the 
soil and start the garlic growing ear-
ly. It should emerge sometime in 
April, and grow through the summer 
until it’s ready for harvest in August.

Winter Preparations and Glorious Garlic

dan aire & jen strohschein

Inside Out

Little Italy Community Garden

Work on the new Little Italy Community Garden began on August 8. It is a raised bed garden on the corner of 95 Street and 106 Avenue. The project is organized by the Skills Society. Alexandra Duncan
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Newly Renovated 
Bachelor Suites 
Available 
Immediately!

Perfect for Seniors, Students and People on a budget! Quiet and secure 

building. Rent is $700.00/month. Ask about our seniors discount!

Capital Tower  10028 – 106 Avenue
M A n Ag e d  by  H e l M  P R o P e R t y  M A n Ag e M e n t 

to view the suite please contact Brian at 780.425.0684

 A local Authentic Filipino restaurant 
in the heart of Edmonton!
9653-102 Ave • Edmonton
(780) 425-5757  
    panciteriademanila.com

My dad began his life in Denmark 
and probably hadn’t even heard 
of Canada until he was around 
10 years old. He was born during 
the Great Depression in a place 
occupied by Nazi forces through-
out the war. After the war he had 
to witness the horrible realities 
of refugee camps.  Then, he was 
signed into an apprenticeship he 
had no choice over, and when he 
finally came of age he was draft-
ed, and made to serve without 
pay.

I can’t imagine how he did it, 
how he left his home and family, 
but in 1960 he f lew all the way 
around the world to Edmonton, 
in search of a better life, and had 
to start work at a new job the very 
next day.

My Dad worked hard, and soon 
met my mom and started a fam-
ily. I came along in 1971 and was 
baptized right here in McCauley 
at the Ansgar Danish Lutheran 
church. Growing up in a Danish 
family meant I was automatically 
a Lutheran, and with that comes 
the Protestant work ethic. I was 
expected to work in our family 
business and share in the chores 
at home, and as soon as I could, I 
proudly made a few dollars shov-
eling walks or delivering newspa-
pers. 

But being Danish was all about 
the little things, like developing 
a love for classical music, or play-
ing chess or cards with my dad. 

We had a beautiful cat who my 
dad named Lilleven, which was 
Danish for “little friend.” When I 
was 10 and my brother was 12, we 
boarded a British Airways f light 
with my dad and went for the ad-
venture of a lifetime: to see Den-
mark for an entire month.

For the most part, we stayed in 
my dad’s home town, and there 
were so many interesting things 
and people there.  There was the 
egg man, who delivered eggs 
each day well into his 60s on a 
bicycle who would often come in 
for a shot of liquor as he was good 
friends with my uncle. There 
was my grandfather, or Bestefa, 
who spoke no English but still 
found ways to show us kindness 
and love. We toured the whole 
country in my uncle’s Volvo that 
month - the only kind of car he 
would drive since he used to work 
in the factory in his younger days 
in Sweden.

Visiting Denmark made me really 
appreciate the vast open spaces 
we have here in Canada, the re-
wards for hard work, and the blue 
skies and clean air. Living in Mc-
Cauley also makes me appreciate 
so many other nationalities. One of 
my closest friends is a popular Na-
tive writer. My barber, the sweet-
est guy I know, is Italian, and the 
people I see each day when I go for 
my swim are kind-hearted Chinese 
people who are teaching me their 
language. To me, diversity and a 
love of who you are and where you 
come from is one of the greatest 
things about this country.

Lessons From Denmark

leiF gregersen

COLOUR ON THIS SPREAD

My father holding the flag of Denmark in front of Ansgar Lutheran Church. Leif Gregersen
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Inner City Barbecue

Volunteers prepare food at the annual Inner City Barbecue on July 18. Celebrating its 
30th year, the event was organized by the Urban Core Support Network. Dan Glugosh

This summer the McCauley Writers 
Atlas put out a call for submissions on 
the topic of bicycles. The call stemmed 
from a conversation I had with Chel-
sea Boos about the new location for 
her studio gallery, The Drawing Room, 
at the old Orient Express building on 
97 Street and Jasper Avenue. Chelsea 
recently received a grant to build a 
decorative bike rack just outside of her 
new gallery, something expressive of 
local bike culture that was both pretty 
and practical. Part of the grant also in-
volves setting up some free bicycle re-
pair clinics in the Boyle Street and Mc-
Cauley neighbourhoods. We’ll be sure 
to post photos of the new rack once it’s 
built!

We were leaning towards a “summer” 
theme for our second atlas, but it just 
seemed so synergistic to connect the 
second edition of McCauley Writers 
Atlas (MWA2) with a topic we could 
both endorse and envision. The bicy-
cle, with its many local lovers, seemed 
a natural topic to inspire writers and 
artists, exploring the intersection be-

tween health, environment, art, and 
urban living. Well, it turns out we were 
right to pick this theme, as we received 
many fantastic submissions. From 
comics and photography, to poetry and 
stories, the next issue of the McCauley 
Writers Atlas will be an ode to the ver-
satile transportation of our dearly be-
loved two wheeled friends. Stay tuned 
for a release date for the MWA2. We 
will host the event at a local bike rack 
soon!

Aside from the ample literary expression 
of inner city bike culture, it is evident all 
around Edmonton that there is a grow-
ing appreciation for bicycles. Being a 
cyclist in a city so devoted to the automo-
bile demands a vigorous temperament 
to face adversity – it’s often a battle on the 
street trying to share the road. Still, there 
is a growing movement. It’s our hope the 
MWA2 will showcase the joys of biking 
and encourage our friends, families, and 
colleagues to join a critical mass of cyclists 
to improve the streets and daily living.

Copies of MWA2 will be available at 
various local coffeehouses and shops 
in downtown Edmonton.

Inner City Bike Culture 
Featured in MWA2

david prodan

Carnival at Operation Friendship

Operation Friendship’s Summer Carnival in early July featured an old fash-
ioned fire truck, in addition to entertainment, barbecue, bake sale, rummage 
sale, and more. Jimmy Morrison

Want to explore housing options in the inner city?

You’re invited to a community meeting
Realizing Housing Potential, a City of Edmonton project, 
wants to talk with you about how housing policies, programs 
and developments can positively impact five inner city 
neighbourhoods.

Attend a community meeting and be a part of the discussion to 
shape future housing priorities in the inner city.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
Queen Mary Park
Community League Hall, 10844 117 Street NW
Saturday, September 20, 2014, 11:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Lunch provided

McCauley
Ital-Canadian Seniors Association, 9111 110 Avenue NW
Monday, September 22, 2014, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Refreshments provided

Central McDougall
St. John’s Cultural Centre, 10611 101 Avenue NW
Wednesday. September 24, 2014, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Refreshments provided

Alberta Avenue and Eastwood
Alberta Avenue Community League Hall, 9210 118 Avenue NW
Thursday, September 25, 2014, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Refreshments provided

For more information call:   780.496.6026
or email:   innercityhousing@edmonton.ca

REALIZING HOUSING
POTENTIAL

Exploring housing options in the inner city.
Find out more at edmonton.ca/realizinghousing

edmonton.ca/RealizingHousing
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Greetings from the board of 
the McCauley Community 
League. There are some signif-
icant conversations headed our 
way this fall, and we want to hear 
your voice.

Here are a few thoughts to con-
sider as we enter the coming 
season. How is a community 
built? Is it designed by the City 
and laid out in infrastructure 
projects and new initiatives? Do 
we, the people who live here, sim-
ply expect the City to fix all our 
problems and make us a vibrant 
community? If there is a mess, do 
we get the City to come clean it 
up? Sure. Sometimes, and that’s 
not totally wrong. But if that’s 
all we do, then we’re just being 
consumers: passive, and expect-
ing health, life, and safety to be 
handed to us on a silver platter.

We at the League believe it is peo-
ple working and sharing life to-
gether that makes a community 
thrive. Playing together, eating 
together, sharing their stories 
and being heard and understood 
by those around us. But to build 
that kind of community takes 
people engaging with each oth-
er and working together. It’s not 
just going to be handed to us - we 
need to work towards it! If this 
kind of community is exciting to 
you, then please engage with us 
in the work of building it! 

The league board is on the cusp 
of approving a new proposal for-
mat that will enable you as neigh-
bours to come to us with new 
ideas for events and program-
ming to build community in Mc-
Cauley. This process is meant to 
help dreams and ideas walk and 
talk. We are excited to see what 
our neighbours will bring to our 
table.

The City too is coming to the ta-
ble very soon to talk about our fu-
ture. A new set of conversations 
is being proposed concerning the 
five core neighbourhoods that 
received a moratorium on social 
housing a few years ago. An ini-

tial conversation is coming to 
McCauley on Monday, September 
22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Ital-Cana-
dian Seniors Association (9111 
110 Ave.), so mark the day! The 
City wants to hear our ideas and 
hopes for McCauley. Please come 
out and welcome them so that we 
can properly begin this journey 
together.     

Following this meeting, in Oc-
tober or possibly November, the 
MCL board plans to host a conver-
sation to reflect on this. As well, 
we will be hearing presentations 
and having a conversation on the 
Spatial Concentration of Pover-
ty. Date, location, and format are 
still in the works, but we’ll be 
promoting it, so watch for us.

What else do we have on the 
go? Free Guitar lessons Mon-
day night at the Boys and Girls 
Club at 8:00 p.m. Family events, 
including one we are working 
on for September/October. Ball 
hockey, skating, and other pro-
gramming at the Rink. A soc-
cer program for our kids, and 
some fresh ideas coming to the 
table. We’ve also seen a boom 
in partnerships and collabora-
tion with partners in the neig-
bourhood. The Inner City BBQ 
was a great event this summer, 
and we received positive feed-
back around the effort made to 
care for the park and even our 
alleys afterward! But all of this 
work requires engagement from 
you. Don’t just sit around waiting 
for community to happen. Come 
join us and other neighbours in 
building it!

As always, feel free to contact us 
with ideas, concerns, questions, 
or if you’re interested in helping 
out. Check out our fresh new web-
site for resources and for upcoming 
events: www.mccauleycl.com. Look 
us up on Facebook, or email us at 
mccauleycommunityleague2014@
gmail.com. Or, you can stop by and 
visit us at our board meetings. We 
meet the first Tuesday of every 
month from 7-10 p.m. at the Boys 
and Girls Club.

Mike is the President of the Mc-
Cauley Community League.

Alberta Culture Days Coming Up
McCauley Community League Update Boyle Street Community League Update

I hope most of you will make it to 
Alberta Culture Days at the Boyle 
Street Plaza on September 26 and 
27.

The Bissell Centre is working 
with the Boyle Street Communi-
ty League to put together a fun 
program of Lion dancers, African 
drums, and salsa dancing as well 
as the Mad Hatters Circus from 
Circus of Hell and the Inner Voice 
Choir .

When we do Alberta Culture Days 
we gather people from various 
ethnic groups and we experience 
the way they express themselves 
through art and music. We have 
found out some protocol and ex-
pectations involved around having 
performers and attendees at an 
event and when I learn these things 
I feel privileged to be “taken in” to 
another culture’s inner world. We 
learned that others might have dif-
ferent values than we do. Culture 
tells us how we think about cer-
tain actions and what characteris-
tics we value. So, yes culture is an 
expression of who we are in the 
form of arts and outward displays 
but it is also a set of guidelines as 
to what people expect. Culture is 
vital because it makes it possible 
for people to function with one 
another without the need to nego-

tiate meaning at every moment. 

Sometimes culture is a social 
thing. Boyle Street definitely has 
it’s own culture. I’m proud of our 
inclusiveness and of how respect-
ful we are of one another.

I also think that every ethnic and 
social group has traditions that we 
could incorporate into our daily 
lives. For instance, in Native talking 
circles a feather is passed around 
which gives the holder the floor, and 
no one would dream to interrupt. 
What if we mentally picture that oth-
ers in a setting are holding a feath-
er and quietly listen to others while 
they speak their minds? I’m told that 
at the average gathering most people 
only hold the floor for 30 seconds. I 
think we need a few more feathers 
out there. Are there traditions that 
are particular to your culture that 
you would like to see incorporated 
into our daily lives? Make a point of 
asking one of your neighbours that 
question this month and let’s see 
what comes out of it.

Visit the Boyle Street Community 
League on Facebook and post your 
suggestion for cultural traditions 
that we might want to adopt as a 
community.

Manon is a resident of Boyle Street, 
a former member of the BSCL 
Board, and an active volunteer in 
the community.

mike van Boom

MCL Update

Ready, Set: Engage!
manon auBry

BSCL Update

Family Fun at The Mustard Seed

The annual petting zoo and kids’ clothing giveaway event at The Mustard Seed 
took place in mid-June. Anna Katryab 

aDVertiSe with uS! 

REACH 6000 
reaDerS MOnthLy!

b m C n e w s . o r g / a d V e r t i s e
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CHUrCH ANd 
AgENCY SErVICES

BISSELL CENTRE 
(780) 423-2285
Adult Cooking Classes: First 3 Wednesdays of the 
month January – June 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Movie Night: First 3 Wednesdays of the month 5 – 7 
p.m. 
Haircuts: Tuesdays 1 to 3 p.m. (sign up at 12:30, first 
come first serve)
Victorian Order of Nurses: Thursdays 11:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 
Early Childhood Intervention: Monday – Friday 9 a.m. 
– 4:15 p.m. (reservations preferred) Drop-In: Monday – 
Friday 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Women’s Lunch: Tuesdays and Thursday at noon 
Parenting Classes:  Mondays at 11 a.m. 

BOYLE MCCAULEY HEALTH CENTRE 
10628 – 96 Street
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Friday 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Women’s Health Promotion Evening: Thursdays (except 
the last Thursday of the month) from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. preceded by yoga class at 3:30 p.m. for one hour.
Foot Clinic - Wednesday from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Dental - Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Street-
works during clinic hours.

BOYLE STREET COMMUNITY SERVICES
10116 – 105 Avenue
(780) 424-4106 
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Youth night: Wed. 
4-7 p.m. Adult Drop-In open all day – 8.30 – 4.30 . 
Lunch: Monday-Friday at 11.30. Free repairs for eye-
glasses every Monday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m;  housing, family, 
youth, mental health and outreach programs available.

INNER CITY PASTORAL MINISTRY
10527-96 St. NW
(780) 424-7652
Pastor Rick Chapman
Sunday Service: 11 a.m. - noon
Sunday Lunch: Noon - 1 p.m.

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
9606 – 110 Avenue
(780) 426-1122
The Rock Community Breakfast
Tuesday to Thursday 7 – 9 a.m.
Kid’s Club. Monday 6 – 7:30 p.m. 

SALVATION ARMY
9611 – 102 Avenue
(780) 429-4274
Men’s Residence, Anchorage Addiction & Rehabilita-
tion Chapel.

WOMEN’S HEALTH CLINIC
Located in the Women’s Emergency Accommodation 
Centre is open Monday - Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. Closed on Thursday and Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

THE MUSTARD SEED
10635 – 96 Street
(780) 426-5600
Evening Meals (Mon. – Fri. 7-8 p.m., Sat 5-6 p.m.)
Food Depot (Tues. and Thurs. afternoons 1-3 p.m., 
Wed. evenings 8-9 p.m.). 
Drop In Coffee: Mon, Tues, Thurs, and Fri afternoons 
3:30-6:00 p.m.
Evening Drop In (Mon-Fri: 8-10 p.m., Sat: 8-11 p.m.)
Personal Assistance Centre (PAC, clothing ministry) 
10568-114 Street, side door
Mon: 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Tues: 5 - 7:30 p.m.
Thurs: 1 - 3:30 p.m.
For more information call The Mustard Seed, at (780) 
426-5600 or visit:  www.theseed.ca

NICOTINE ANONYMOUS
RICK (780) 474-5593
GWYNN (780) 443-3020 
Support for smokers who are trying to quit. 
Call Nicotine Anonymous.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
SATS is recruit ing volunteer drivers to take low 
to middle income walking elders, age 75 and 
older, to important appointments. Call (780) 
732-1221 or email info@satsofedmonton.org 
for more information.

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST 
PEOPLES
(780) 422-3052 for further info on anything 
l isted here. Eucharist is held each Sunday at 
10 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. Bimonthly pro-
grams available to prepare parents for their 
chi ld’s Baptism, First Communion and Confir -
mations. Tradit ional Native Wakes, in First Na-
t ions, Métis, and Inuit tradit ions. AA meets in 
the Parish Hall. Eating Disorder Group meets 
each week. White Stone Project and Edmon-
ton Inner City Children’s Project Society run 
their programs in conjunction with Parish pro-
grams. Gospel music festivals, dances, youth 
dances, pancake breakfasts and Feasts are 
held in the hall throughout the year.

THE LEARNINg CENTRE LITERACY 
ASSOCIATION is seeking volunteer tutors to 
help adults develop reading, writ ing and/or 
math ski l ls. Volunteers participate in group 
learning, tutor one-to-one, or assist drop-in 
learners. Skil ls and Experience: High school 
level reading, writ ing and/or math ski l ls. 
Openness to tutor and learn with adults with 
various l i fe experiences, including l iving with 
homelessness. Two locations: Boyle Street 
Community Services and Abbottsfield Mall. 
Contact: Denis Lapierre, Coordinator 
780-429-0675 or 
email:dl. learningcentre@shaw.ca

NETWORKS ACTIVITY CENTRE 
780-474-3363, EXT. 302. Volunteer! JOIN 
OUR TEAM! Networks Activity Centre provides 
adults with brain injury a program that pro-
motes an active l i festyle through opportuni-
t ies for social interaction, physical activity, 
and community involvement. Volunteering 
with Networks Activity Centre is a wonderful 
way to enrich your l i fe and touch the l ives 
of those we serve. If you are interested in 
joining our volunteer team please call 780-
474-3363 ext. 302.

PARENT TALK, A PROgRAM OF BOYS’ 
AND gIRLS’ CLUBS OF EDMONTON Weekly 
peer support group offers you the support, 
tools, and information to more effectively 
parent your chi ldren. Drop in, no cost; l ight 
meal and child-care provided. Transportation 
assistance available. McCauley Youth Centre, 
9425 – 109A Avenue, Tuesday evenings 6-8 
p.m.. Call (780) 481-1292 for more informa-
tion.

P.A.L.S. PROjECT ADULT LITERACY SOCI-
ETY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
Work with adult students in the ESL - English 
as a Second Language program. Training, 
materials, and supplies provided. Call (780) 
424-5514 for more information.

EVANgELICAL EVENT
Rhema Chapel is located at 10665 98 Street. 
Our denomination,the Redeemed Christian 
Church of God (R.C.C.G) is organizing an 
evangelical outreach event in the City of Ed-
monton on June 15, 2014 at 4 p.m. This is 
a free event mainly for evangelical outreach 
to the un-churched in the growing Edmonton 
population. The speaker for the event is the 
General Overseer of our church worldwide, 
Pastor E. A  Adeboye. The event wil l  be at the   
Northlands conference Centre. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS
ANd ACTIVITIES

NEIgHBOURHOOD PAINTINg
Randy, 25 years experience, $12/hour.Offer-
ing Indoor (year round) and/or Outdoor (sea-
sonal). Some of the work I have completed is 
taking care of al l the painting needs at The 
Rock/ Breakfast Club. To contact me, please 
leave a message at (780) 426-1122.

WIRELESS NETWORKINg
Are you tired of your street using your wire-
less Internet connection? I can set up your 
Wireless Router and increase your network 
security. Call Kevan at (780) 983-5343.

HANDS ON LTD. 
CONTRACTED SERVICES
Offers: Residential and off ice cleaning. Move 
ins and move outs and yard maintenance. Call 
Linda at (780) 619-4776.

BOOMER TO ZOOMER YOgA
Small groups or one-on-one.  Learn yoga at 
your own pace; at your own time.  $10/hr for 
small group lessons.  Call for more informa-
tion.  Sally @ (587) 336-8306.

FREE HYPNOTHERAPY
Life Changing Free Individual Hypnotherapy 
for 25 people who wish to overcome self -de-
feating cognit ive, emotional and behavioural 
barriers to success. 
Call (780) 667-2318 or Email: davisptin@
gmail.com

RELEAF YARD RESCUE
I  am a resident of McCauley and am starting 
a landscape business with a twist. I wil l  do a 
free consult to determine how I can help you 
restore your overgrown and untended garden 
to be a place where you would l ike to spend 
time and relax. I wil l  do simple pruning, brush 
clean up, and general landscape mainte-
nance. A one time renovation so you can get 
a handle on your green space. No junk remov-
al or grass cutting however. Beginning mid 
to late Apri l. Contact: Dan Aire, dannyaire@
hotmail.com or call (780) 318-5367.

COMMONWEALTH COMMUNITY 
REC CENTRE ACCESS
All Amenities, Saturdays 5-7 p.m., 
FREE for MCL and BSCL members.

Community Classifieds
NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS GET FREE CLASSIFIED ADS! EmAIL 5 LINES OR LESS TO EDITOR@BmCNEwS.ORG

WECAN FOOD COOP
NOW WECAN IS MORE CONVENIENT!
Monthly Food Basket
$15/meat order, $10/produce order
Annual Membership is $5.
Upcoming deadline for payment is 
Friday, September 5
Next depot date is Thursday, September 18, 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. at McCauley Boys & Girls Club (9425 
109A Avenue). Payment can be at McCauley Boys 
& Girls Club, during business hours, Monday – Fri-
day 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
For more info please contact (780) 424-2870

MCCAULEY WRITERS gROUP
Local writers gather weekly to share and critique 
writing, plan workshops and spoken word events, 
and engage with guest speakers.
Thursday September 4, 11, 18, 23 – 3 p.m. – 
4:30 p.m.
Location: Zocalo (10826 95 Street).
For more info please contact (780) 424-2870.
Sponsored by E4C, McCauley Revitalization, and 
AHS Wellness Network.

FREE gUITAR LESSONS
Instructor – Steven Johnson
Monday September 8, 15, 22, 29
Location:  McCauley Boys & Girls Club (9425 109A 
Avenue)
Time: 8 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
To sign up for guitar lessons or for more information: 
(780) 424-2870 or dprodan@e4calberta.org
Program supported by McCauley Community 
League, E4C and Ansgar Danish Lutheran Church.

St. BarBara’S OrthOdOx Cathedral: Plaque unveiling
On August 22nd, 2014, there was a “wave” of unveilings across Canada of 100 plaques at 11am (local time), 
moving from east to west marking the 100th anniversary of Canada’s first national internment operations 
of 1914-1920. The unveilings occurred in churches and cultural centers, local museums and other public 
venues. 

  For some time, I engaged in correspondence and conversations with the CTO project leader, Dr. Lubomyr 
Luciuk, to have St. Barbara’s Russian Orthodox Cathedral in Edmonton participate in this momentous event 
in history. 

  Founded in 1902 by Father Jacob Korchinsky, St. Barbara’s is historically Ukrainian. A simple wooden 
church that was replaced in 1960 by a beautiful ecclesiastical edifice that stands today; a vision of Father 
John Margitich, the parish priest of St. Barbara’s for more than 35 years. This building designed by architect 
Nicholas Flak with picturesque dome, crowned by a triple bar cross symbolic of Orthodox churches around 
the world, is known by all in Edmonton, not just by those of the Orthodox faith community.

  In 1902, the Orthodox Russian Greek Catholic Church of North America was incorporated by the Parlia-
ment of Canada and proceeded to develop numerous rural parish churches as well as St. Barbara’s Cathe-
dral in Edmonton. For the newly arrived Orthodox faithful in the late 19th and early 20th centuries the only 
choice of church was the Russian Greek Orthodox Church. Today the Very Reverend Sergey Kipriyanovich 
is the parish priest at St. Barbara’s.

  St. Barbara’s is the church that I married Lorrraine Taschuk and where I return to regularly during the more 
than 39 years of our marriage. Our children, Corinna and Kristina, were Christened here, our daughter was 
married here and our three granddaughters Katelin, Alexandra and Eleanor were also Christened here.  St. 
Barbara’s will forever be rooted in our family legacy.
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JoIn US FoR
SePtemBeR 2014

eventS At the BSCl!
ChIldRen’S ACtIvItIeS 3pm-7pm mon to Fri

BoUnCy CAStle EvEry Friday (WEatHEr dEpEndinG) 

dRoP In BASketBAll 12pm-5pm mon to Fri

dRoP In BAdmInton 6pm-9pm Fridays

dRoP In hoCkey 1pm-3pm Fridays

FAmIly movIe nIGht 7pm EvEry Friday

SenIoRS BAllRoom dAnCInG  7pm, 3rd Fri oF montH

QUARteRS CABARet  7pm, 1st Fri oF EaCH montH

yoGA  mondays at 7pm and tHursdays at 4:30pm

GUItAR leSSonS   6pm WEdnEsdays

We’ve Got 
GReAt FACIlItIeS 
FoR Rent!
Contact us today about the fully equipped meeting 
rooms, gym/flex hall and theatre spaces!
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Brian Mason, MLA
EDMONTON HIGHLANDS-NORWOOD

Proud to represent the community 
voices of Boyle Street, McCauley 

and Cromdale communities in the 
Alberta Legislature.

Connect with Brian!
6519 - 112 Avenue  Edmonton, AB  T5W 0P1
Phone: 780-414-0682   •   Fax: 780-414-0684

Email: edmonton.highlandsnorwood@assembly.ab.ca

k

Please contact my office or interact online with me to share 
your views, issues and concerns that impact our community 

and our democratic values.

COLOUR ON THIS SPREAD


