
The City has begun construction 
of a new Chinatown Gate at 97th 
Street between Jasper Avenue and 
Okîsikow Way (101A Avenue). This 
is the site of Edmonton’s original 
Chinatown, but many of the busi-
nesses had to move or close when 
Canada Place was built in the late 
1980s. 

The new gate replaces Harbin Gate 
on 102nd Avenue and 97th Street, 
built in 1987 as a gift from Edmon-
ton’s twin city, Harbin, China. The 
original gate was dismantled and 
put in storage in 2017 to make way 
for the Valley Line Southeast LRT.

When the new site was chosen, 
which is wider than the original site, 
plans to relocate the old gate had to 
be changed. The City, in consulta-
tion with the Chinese Benevolent 
Association of Edmonton and other 
members of the Chinese communi-
ty, has worked with traditional gate 
artists in Harbin to develop a design. 
Some features of the original gate 
will be introduced in the new one, 
including the plaque and bell and 
the stone lions.

The gate’s structure will be made 
from steel. The new gate will feature 
high-density polystyrene on its dec-
orative features instead of the tradi-
tional clay materials. These changes 
are intended to reduce costs and 
make the structure more durable. 

“The new gate will feature four art 

panels. Artwork for the two south-
facing panels will be supplied by 
the City of Harbin. Artwork for the 
two north-facing panels will be de-
signed by a local artist,” says Jarek 
Karpiejuk, Director, LRT Expansion 
and Renewal. The City issued a  pub-
lic call for art earlier this year. As of 
press time, the submissions were 
still under review.

Kathryn Luu, chair of the Edmon-
ton Chinatown Business Improve-
ment Area (BIA), is pleased to see 
the project moving forward. “We 
are very happy it’s back,” she says. 
The BIA likes the location, which 

connects the original site of China-
town in Edmonton with the Gate of 
Happy Arrival built in 1998 at 97th 
Street and 107A Avenue (near the 
Lucky 97 Supermarket). The Gate 
of Happy Arrival commemorates 
newcomers from Vietnam and oth-
er areas of Asia. “This is more than 
a landmark,” Luu says. “It brings 
people downtown to visit and builds 
community. It is an Instagram-able 
structure.”

Sandy Pon, chair of the Chinatown 
Transformation Collaborative Soci-
ety of Edmonton (CTC), is also happy 
that the gate is finally being rebuilt. 

“We are very sad about what hap-
pened to the original gate but [are] 
looking forward,” she says. 

Pon has concerns about the con-
sultation process. “The community 
cannot see how the City’s contrac-
tors can come up with a price tag of 
$8.7M and yet state that savings are 
reflected through the substitution of 
inferior materials,” she says.

Plans are for the project to be com-
pleted in early 2027.

Anita Jenkins is a retired writer and 
editor who lives in Boyle Street.
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REMEMBERING 
TIM

“ He was a 
contradiction of 
kindness, generosity, 
and spitting anger.  
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USING OUR 
RINK SPACE

“ We have a few 
projects to complete 
this summer to 
make our space feel 
more functional and 
friendly..
 PAGE 5

COMMITTED 
TO CANADA

“ I know that for 
many Albertans, 
Canada Day may 
hit differently this 
year as we anticipate 
a separation 
referendum this fall. 
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New Chinatown Gate Update
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RESTAURANT
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Construction begins at the new site.
ANITA JENKINS

A rendering of the new Chinatown Gate. City of Edmonton
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IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Summer in 
McCauley

The McCauley Community League is glad to continue connecting 
neighbourhood residents. We have a friendly, safe place for children, 

teens, and adults. Look for more information at the community 
league space (10755 - 96 street entrance at the NE corner).

Community League AGM 
 Sunday, June 7th from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Santa Maria Goretti Centre• 11050-90 Street

WECAN Food Basket Society distribution from the rink space 
on the third Thursday of the month. For more information 

visit wecanfood.com.

McCauley Community League hosts events 
at the community rink space:

Clothing swap on Sunday, June 14th (11 a.m. - 1 p.m.)
English as Another Language class on Fridays 10-11 a.m.

Gardening club on Wednesdays 5:30- 7:30 p.m. throughout the summer
Community garage sale: August 15th

Treaty No. 6 Recognition Day: August 21st
Community Cafe on the last Monday of the month: 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Become a member for free online at mccauleycl.com

Look for details on MCL’s website (mccauleycl.com) 
or updates on Facebook (@mccauleycommunityleague)

MCCAULEYCL.COM
league@mccauleycl.com | 780-224-5087

He was tall, painfully thin and could 
swear like a sailor.  Everyone knew 
not to approach him during any 
day when he was preparing a meal 
for any of the 320 residents of O-
day’min Village on 95th Street in 
the Boyle Street neighbourhood. He 
would yell at you if you brought food 
unannounced to the free meal that 
he paid for with his own money.  

But that was Tim for the more than 
10 years that he lived in the afford-
able housing building owned and 
operated by Civida. Tim died in 
mid-April. He was a contradiction 
of kindness, generosity, and spit-
ting anger.  

At his memorial, packed with resi-
dents in the lobby, people cried 
openly as they recalled: “Tim the one 
who baked cakes for birthdays, Tim 
the fellow who walked around with 
a pot of soup asking if anyone was 
hungry,” and, yes, “Tim the fellow 
who would shout others down if he 
had a grudge against them.”

And as residents wept and struggled 
to get out their words, others would 

come over to hug them, whisper 
words of consolation and just be 
there.  

Tim was in his mid-60s when he 
died. He suffered for many years 
with a congenital spine condition 
that, at times, required long periods 
of rest. He had a rough time growing 
up, competing with his older broth-
er for the attention and approval of 
their parents. The two never saw 
each other after they parted ways in 
the mid-1980s. 

Tim spent time in jail, worked hard 
in northern Alberta, married, had 
children, and left relationships with 
much disappointment and pain in 
their wake for everyone involved.  

After his death, one of Tim’s distant 
relatives who visited him over the 
years at O-day’min went out of her 
way to find other members of the fam-
ily who also had lost contact with him. 
And so, on that day later in April, his 
mother, younger sister and daughter 
were able to hear about Tim’s gener-
ous side as person-after-person stood 
to tell the story of Tim’s central role at 
O-day’min Village. And you could tell, 
it meant a lot to them.

O-day’min Village was built by the 
YMCA in 2010 and transferred to 
Civida in March 2023. Before the 
transfer occurred, all kinds of ru-
mours were circulating that resi-
dents would be evicted and rents 
would increase. When Tim first 
met a Civida representative he de-
manded a meeting to discuss how 
he was going to pay his rent as he 
was not going to learn to do elec-
tronic transfers. A meeting date 
was set. And Tim showed up at the 
appointed time with 10 other resi-
dents, underlining that this wasn’t 
just about Tim.  

In subsequent months, as more 
efforts were undertaken to build a 
sense of community in the build-
ing, Tim blossomed. Christmas 
dinners, Easter dinners, summer 
barbecues continued. And when 
an opportunity for a community 
garden came to be outside the 
building’s community gathering 
space, Tim led the planting, weed-
ing, and distribution of the har-
vest, especially for single mothers 
in need.

Tim was not a joiner. He did things 
very much as a solo actor. But he 

enjoyed seeing others having fun. 
When bingo night started on the 
main floor, down the hall from his 
room, he kept his door open be-
cause, “I like hearing the laughter.”

The memorial was a true com-
munity effort, led by Melody, a 
resident who was especially close 
to Tim. Arrangements were made 
to bring in a minister from the 
Salvation Army. Sympathy cards 
were made available for visitors 
to sign, flowers were placed on a 
central table next to a container 
of tobacco, and there was the op-
portunity to smudge. 

In the evening, after a flower gar-
den was planted in his memory, 
we gathered for a barbecue in the 
courtyard adjacent to the building. 
And importantly, in the absence of 
Tim who would have normally led 
the effort, residents took the lead 
to bring food, barbecue the burg-
ers, and enjoy each other’s compa-
ny.  Tim’s legacy was honoured; he 
would have been proud. 

David worked on community devel-
opment at O-day’min Village from 
2023 to 2025.

DAVID BERGER

Remembering Tim
A valued resident’s passing brings community together.
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Boyle Street and McCauley are 
neighbourhoods home to many 
artists: musicians, authors, po-
ets, photographers, visual art-
ists, and performers of all styles. 

There are many reasons for this 
collection of creativity. These 
include lower housing costs, 
proximity to performance ven-
ues and events, and an area well 
served by public transit (mak-
ing getting around without the 
expense of a car more feasible). 
Most artists live on a tight bud-
get, although these days so do 
most of us.

That said, artists often gravitate 
to where there are other cre-
ative individuals, and opportu-
nities to work at and perform or 

display their talents. The Aviary 
is just across the street from the 
north boundary of McCauley. 
CO*LAB is situated in the heart 
of Boyle Street, and now Club 97 
is emerging as a performance 
venue. Giovanni Caboto Park 
hosts the Heart of the City Festi-
val most summers. Paper Birch 
Books has been having some 
cool musical evenings, and spo-
ken word and other art forms 
have been seen and heard at Boa 
and Hare in Chinatown. Felice 
Cafe in Boyle Street has music, 
comedy, and spoken word nu-
merous times per month.

This is not a comprehensive list, 
as there are pop-up activities in 
the area all the time. Art - and 
those who create it - add qual-
ity of life to an area. Creativ-
ity builds connections. People 
from other parts of the city 
come to Boyle Street and Mc-
Cauley as a destination to enjoy 
arts-related events. It is another 
way the area is put on the map 
for positive reasons that benefit 
Edmonton as a whole.

PO Box 34024, RPO Kingsway Mall, Edmonton AB, T5G 3G4
P: (780) 425-3475  E: info@bmcnews.org
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MCCAULEY MUSINGS

The Art of the Area

Do you want to respond to 
something that you read in these 
pages or that is going on in the 
community? Share your thoughts 
and opinions with a Letter to 
the Editor. Send your letters to 
editor@bmcnews.org. Letters 
should be 200 words maximum, 
may be edited for length or clarity, 
and include a full name and 
contact information. Publication 
is not guaranteed. The deadline 
for letters for our next print issue 
is July 12th, 2026.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOROUR NEXT ISSUE. . .

EDITOR’S NOTES

Welcome to the June-July 2026 edi-
tion of Boyle McCauley News!  

I always use this space to pitch our 
various volunteer opportunities, 
and this time is no different. If you 
would like to become a Block Car-
rier, let me know at 
editor@bmcnews.org and I will let 
you know of available routes. 

You can also contact me if you are 
interested in writing or photo-
graphing for the paper, either 
for our print edition or our web-
site (or both). I am always look-
ing for reporters willing to take 
assignments, especially to cover 
community news and events. 
As well, if you have an idea for a 
story, you can pitch it to me any 
time. 

Residents of McCauley and Boyle 
Street (and active volunteers with 
us regardless of location) can ap-
ply  for a free membership at our 
website. Members occasionally 
receive information and have a 
vote at our AGM. More informa-
tion is here: 
bmcnews.org/membership.

If you want to enjoy more of the 
paper between issues, visit our 
website at bmcnews.org. There 
is exclusive content, an archive 
of back issues, the opportunity 
to sign up to receive our free e-
newsletter, and more. On social 
media you can follow us on X 
(formerly Twitter) at @bmcnews 
and Bluesky at
@bmcnews.bsky.social.

Enjoy the issue. We’ll be back in 
August.

WRITERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS
Kristi Anderson, David Berger, Bissell Centre, 
City of Edmonton, Justine Dyck, Leif Gregersen, 
Dan Hempel, Janis Irwin, Anita Jenkins, Paula 
E. Kirman, Kate Quinn, Alan Schietzsch, Anne 
Stevenson

BLOCK CARRIERS, APARTMENT 
AMBASSADORS & CONDO CONNECTORS
Sandra Barnes, Brockman Family, Roseanne 
Carter, Colleen Chapman & Barry Marienhoff, 
Michelle Cumming, Barry Daniels, Jack Davis & 
Georgie Davis, Larry Derkach, John Gee, Regan 
Gee, Rosalie Gelderman, Mayumi Hara, Nate 
Hupka, Ann-Marie Johnson, Kimberly Lockert 
& Dwayne Alward, Bob McKeon, Richard 
Nguyen, Phil O’Hara, Kate Quinn, Austin 
Rajzyngier, Joelle & Maddy Reiniger, Ruth 
Alexandra Sorochan & Maia Amee Scheffer-
Sorochan, Roma Stephaniuk, John-West Family, 
Ian Young.

Volume 47, Issue 4 (August-
September 2026) will be published 
August 1st, 2026. Articles and photos 
concerning community news, events, 
and opinions are welcome for both 
our print and online editions. We 
also occasionally accept submissions 
of poetry and cartoons. Deadline 
for the print edition: July 12th, 2026. 
Send submissions to: editor@
bmcnews.org. Articles should be 400 
words or less and accompanied by 
photographs (JPG format, in high 
resolution) whenever possible. 

BOYLE STREET AND 
MCCAULEY CRIME & 
SAFETY RESOURCES
24/7 Crisis Diversion: Call #211 + press 3 when you see a person in distress

Needle Debris (public property): 311

Needle Debris free clean-up on private and public property:  

Boyle Street Ventures: (780) 426-0500

Sharps Containers: free sharps containers: 

Radius 780-422-7333 or Streetworks 780-424-4106

Litter/Graffiti: 311 or capitalcitycleanup@edmonton.ca

Problem Properties: To report a problem property call 311, contact 311 online 

or use the confidential reporting form at edmonton.ca/problemproperties

To report an unsecured vacant property: 

Call 311 or email: communitypropertysafetyteam@edmonton.ca

EPS Healthy Streets Operation Centre (HSOC) teams are regularly and proactively   

patrolling several downtown neighbourhoods to combat crime and disorder. 

Citizens are encouraged to speak with officers in person when they are available.

EPS Non-Emergency: (780) 423-4567

EPS Non-Emergency mobile access: #377 

EPS Emergency: 911

EPS Website: edmontonpolice.ca

EPS Crime Prevention: Facebook @epscrimeprevention

Crime Stoppers: 1-800-222-8477

Report Gang Activity: (780) 414-GANG (4264)

Stay informed & get involved: safermccauley.ca and on Facebook @safermccauley 
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Spring has sprung and City Hall 
is also buzzing with activity. I’m 
pleased to have the chance to 
share some updates on what’s 
happening around O-day’min.

Budget Engagement Session
On April 28th, we hosted our 
Ward O-day’min Budget Engage-
ment Session at Westglen School. 
Thank you to everyone who came 
out to share your priorities and 
ideas for Edmonton’s 2027–2030 
budget.

Mayor Knack and I really appre-
ciated the thoughtful conversa-
tions, diverse feedback, and cre-
ative ideas you all have for our 
city. We received many sticky 
notes with thoughts about where 
the City should invest more or 
less, how to balance taxes and 
services, and what people see as 
Edmonton’s biggest priorities 
moving forward.

Public engagement plays an im-
portant role in shaping the City’s 
budget process, and all feedback 
gathered during the session will 
help inform the analysis and rec-
ommendations coming to Coun-
cil later this year. As we move 
closer to the fall budget discus-
sions, I look forward to connect-
ing with even more residents 
about the future of Edmonton 
and the ward. As always, please 
feel free to reach out if you would 
like to connect or share your 
thoughts.

Constructions Projects Around 
O-day’min
A number of major infrastructure 
projects continue to move forward 
as part of the City’s focus on quality 
services and growth management. 
These projects are designed to 
make it easier for us to get around, 
stay active, and connect with one 
another. There are a number of no-
table projects in O-day’min:

•	 McCauley and Boyle Street 
Renewal are both entering 
their last year of construction. 
More details about where con-
struction is happening can be 
found on the City website. For 
areas that are already done, be 
sure to report to 311 any issues 
you’re noticing (like grass that 
hasn’t survived, or concrete 
that’s already cracking) so that 
those things can get fixed by 
our contractors. 

•	 Streetscape upgrades on 97th 
Street are currently being 
designed. This will include 
public realm improvements 
like lighting, benches, and 
potential electrical upgrades 
to accommodate decorative 
lighting and lanterns. There 
will be opportunities for pub-
lic input throughout the year 
so stay tuned!

•	 Construction on the new Chi-
natown Gate on 97th Street 
and Jasper Avenue has be-
gun. This intersection will be 
closed starting on May 29th 
so be sure to look for alter-
native routes. I’m excited for 
this beautiful new addition to 
our community. 

•	 Construction is continu-
ing on the Valley Line West 
LRT project. Vehicle traffic 
on 102nd Avenue is closed 
between 102nd Street and 
107th Street but that stretch 
is scheduled to be complete 
at the end of this year. 

•	 Construction is also underway 
for Imagine Jasper Avenue 
from 115th Street to 124th Street 
(it’s looking great so far!).

•	 A new shared use path is com-
ing along 112th Avenue that 
will connect McCauley to the 
east, starting on 92nd Street 
and a local bikeway connector 
on 110A Avenue.

•	 New priority bus lanes on 101st 
Street are coming south of 
104th Avenue. Council recent-
ly restored parking in front 
of Thanh Thanh, Padmandi, 
and Freecloud Records during 
lunch hour to support these 
great businesses. 

While these projects can cause 
disruption, I’m grateful for all 
this investment going into our 
community. And the results are 
well worth it: a more connected, 
resilient, and beautiful city. 

Signing Off
Thank you, as always, for your 
ideas, your advocacy, and for your 
ongoing care for the commu-
nity. I look forward to continu-
ing these conversations in the 
months ahead. 

Anne Stevenson
City Councillor 
for Ward O-day’min

Email: 
anne.stevenson@edmonton.ca

Phone: 780-496-8333

UPDATE FROM CITY COUNCIL

Budget and
Construction

Where to Find 
Boyle McCauley News
Boyle McCauley News is delivered by our volunteer 

Block Carriers (in McCauley) and Apartment 
Ambassadors/Condo Connectors (in Boyle Street) to 

approximately 2500 homes in the area.

If you do not receive the paper 
at your home, there are numerous places 

where you can pick up a copy:

VOLUNTEER TO DELIVER 
THE PAPER

Would you like to volunteer to help deliver the paper to 
your block or building?  

Contact editor@bmcnews.org for more information. 

NEWSPAPER BOX UPDATE
The City of Edmonton has discontinued permitting privately-

owned newspaper racks on City property following a review 

of its Newsrack Program, as well as community feedback. 

If you have a business and are willing to be a distribution 

location for the paper, please contact us! 

BUSINESSES 
We drop off copies at  a number of

 businesses in and around the area:

NEW TO BOYLE STREET OR MCCAULEY? 

Do You Have Your 
Stadium Parking Permit?

Call 311 or email RestrictedParkingPermits@edmonton.ca 

for annual Stadium parking permits, or 

ParkingAssets@edmonton.ca for temporary parking permits. 

Or, visit edmonton.ca and search “parking permits” to apply 

online. Save yourself, and your guests, the pain of a very 

expensive parking ticket and possibility of being towed. 

Tony’s Pizza 
(9605 111 Ave.)

 
Italian Centre
 (10878 95 St.)

Lucky Supermarket  
(10725 97 St.)

Sprucewood Library
(11555 95 St.)  

Felice Cafe 
(10930 84 St.) 

Panini’s 
(8544 Jasper Ave.) 

The Moth 
(9449 Jasper Ave.) 

Betty’s Corner
(9208 Jasper Ave.)

Boa & Hare
(10520 97 St.)

Zocalo
 (10826 95 St.)

Paper Birch Books
 (10825 95 St.)

Van Loc
(10648 98 St.)

Kim Fat Market
(9905 107 Ave.)

Little BonBon 
Ice Cream
(seasonal)

(9660 106 Ave.)

Earth’s Refillery Coop
(10831 95 St.)

Chai Coffee Day
(9665 101A Ave.)

ANNE STEVENSON
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MCCAULEY COMMUNITY LEAGUE UPDATE

Using Our 
Rink Space
As the seasons change, so do 
the ways that we can use our 
rink space. Winter brought 
us skating, with time spent in 
the shack warming up with 
hot chocolate and friends. As 
the weather shifted to spring, 
our thoughts went towards the 
summer and what we would 
like the community league 
space to be. 

Our space is mostly concrete 
with a bit of green space and 
a trailer. The plans for a new 
building may be on hold, but 
we have space and we want to 
make the best of it. We have a 
few projects to complete this 
summer to make our space feel 
more functional and friendly. 

We have come up with some 
ways to engage with our space 
during the summer. Garden-
ing, weekly English lessons, a 
clothing swap, monthly tea and 
conversations, a community 
garage sale, and bannock and 
jam to commemorate Treaty 
No. 6 Recognition Day are just 
some of the events planned for 
the summer. For more informa-
tion about these events please 
check out our Facebook page 
(@mccauleycommunityleague). 

If you have any ideas about 
what McCauley Community 
League can host or do to fur-
ther build our community, we 
would love to hear from you.

Save the date! McCauley Com-
munity League is hosting a 
community-wide garage sale on 
August 15th. Community mem-
bers can submit their address to 
be added to the garage sale map, 
and members without access to 
a garage or yard space can have 
a table at the rink. Please sub-
mit your address or request a 
table by July 15th through email 
(league@mccauleycl.com).

McCauley Community League’s 
AGM will be held at Santa Ma-
ria Goretti Centre (11050 90th 
Street) on June 7th from 3:30-
4:30 p.m. We encourage com-
munity members to come out 
and hear about what has been 
happening. If you have been 
thinking about joining the 
league, come on out and join us.

Website: mccauleycl.com
Email: league@mccauleycl.com
Facebook: 
@mccauleycommunityleague

Justine Dyck is the Vice Presi-
dent of the McCauley Community 
League.

JUSTINE DYCK

Letters to the Editor
Another source for tax help.
 
I was interested to read Ian Young’s 
column “It’s Tax Time Again” in the 
April-May 2026 issue of Boyle Mc-
Cauley News. I have another place to 
add to Ian’s excellent list of tax help 
resources for low-income people.

The Seniors Association of Greater 
Edmonton (SAGE) does simple tax 
returns free of charge for seniors 
(55+) who have an annual income 
of no more than $35,000 for a single 
person and no more than $45,000 
for a couple. The service is available 
by appointment, on the phone or in 
person. 

More information:
mysage.ca/help/income-tax-preparation
780-809-9424
taxes@mysage.ca

 - Anita Jenkins, Boyle Street

Tales from Block Carriers: 
adventures along 101st Street.
Today, we delivered the Boyle Mc-
Cauley News along 101st Street. 
We have been doing this route 
since 2022. We always enjoyed 
popping into the shops and res-
taurants along the way. Some 
businesses were leery of us at 
first, but as time passed, we de-
veloped a rapport with them, and 
shared greetings and stories. We 
each had our favourite people to 
chat with, and we also witnessed 
a lot of sadness and neglect along 
the way.

This time we discovered more 
closed and boarded up business-
es than ever before.

In addition to the bundle we 
took to the King Thunderbird 
Centre, we delivered only 15 cop-

ies of the paper (including three 
copies at Omonia Foods Import). 
We are genuinely greeted at Ital 
Motors and Ericksen Nissan.

We have supported Omonia 
Foods, the Greek grocery, for 
many years and Macarons & 
Goodies since we started this 
route.

We used to leave extra copies at 
Mamenche’s Restaurant. It has 
been closed for well over a year.

We love delivering the news and 
will continue to do so! Next time, 
we will take a tour of King Thun-
derbird (graciously offered).

We just wanted to share about 
our little strip of the neighbour-
hood.

 - Kimberly Lockert and 
Dwayne Alward

Two Red Dress Day Marches

Red Dress Day is an annual event on May 5th to commemorate missing and 
murdered Indigenous women, girls, and Two-Spirit people. Top: One march 
took place along Jasper Avenue to the Legislature. Bottom: Later in the 
day, another march took place along 118th Avenue between 92nd and 86th 
Streets. Top photo: Paula E. Kirman  Bottom photo: Dan Hempel

@bmcnews.bsky.social

FOLLOW 
US 
ON

BLUESKY
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Tucked behind Jasper Avenue 
on 101A Avenue (across 97th 
Street from Canada Place) 
7-Kitchens Restaurant is qui-
etly building a loyal following 
among local diners looking for 
generous portions, affordable 
prices, and comforting Chinese 
food served with warmth and 
care.

With 101A Avenue closed due 
to street reconstruction since 
the restaurant opened last 
August, we had to walk half 
a block after parking on 96th 
Street, as the road is covered in 
construction fencing. It was to-
tally worth it!

The hidden restaurant is found 
sheltered below the peak of the 
Edmonton Chinese Benevo-
lent Association. Inside the 
atmosphere is warm and cozy 
with wood furniture. It’s ex-
ceptionally clean and the staff 
are incredibly welcoming. That 
warmth defines the experience 
as much as the menu itself. 
There’s no question they want 
to make guests feel at home. 
We thought the almost picnic 
table-like row of tables in the 
middle would be perfect for 
hosting a large extended fam-
ily or work group.

The multi-page menu is ex-

tensive with familiar China-
town dishes: fried rice, chow 
mein, noodle soups, combina-
tion platters, sweet-and-sour 
favourites, seafood dishes, 
and family dinners designed 
to feed far more people than 
advertised. There are also 
house specialties and combi-
nation meals that make the 
restaurant particularly ap-
pealing for budget-conscious 
diners or big families.

Our group of four decided to 
sample five different dishes: 
Shrimp with Cashews, Chi-
nese Vegetarian Delight, 
Mapo Tofu, Chicken Curry, 
and Shanghai Noodles. Let’s 
just say nobody was going to 
starve. The mapo tofu leans 
toward the vegetarian style, 
with lots of silky soft tofu, 
f lavour packed black fungus 
strands, and plenty of heat. 
The Shrimp with Cashews 
was generous, the shrimp 
nicely cooked and the veggies 
steaming hot. Next came the 
Chinese Vegetarian Delight, 

with plenty of crunchy baby 
corn among all the other veg-
etables.

The star of the night was the 
thick Shanghai Noodles. It’s a 
standard dish at many Chinese 
restaurants, but at 7-Kitchens the 
fresh noodles were pleasantly 
chewy with a smoky wok flavour 
that hinted at proper high-heat 
cooking, avoiding the greasiness 
that often drags down takeout-
style Chinese food. Lifting them 
further, the dish contained so 
much BBQ pork that it deserves 
special mention. The juicy, red, 
slightly salty pork pieces made it 
dangerously easy to keep chow-
ing down long after feeling full. 
The Chicken Curry was almost 
as impressive, with a deep yel-
low sauce that has real depth of 
flavour.

But what stands out most about 
7-Kitchens is not culinary ex-
perimentation or trendy presen-
tation. Instead, it succeeds by 
delivering exactly what many 
neighbourhood diners want: 

hearty comfort food, large serv-
ings, fair prices, and genuinely 
kind service. In an era where 
rising costs have become a com-
mon pain point, this approach is 
refreshingly old-fashioned. Like 
the most beloved Chinatown eat-
eries, 7-Kitchens feels designed 
for gathering around overflow-
ing plates with family or friends. 
It is the sort of place where left-
overs are expected, where serv-
ers remember regulars, and 
where value still matters.

For downtown workers, near-
by residents, or anyone crav-
ing classic Chinese comfort 
food without downtown prices, 
7-Kitchens is shaping up to be 
one of the quieter success stories 
in Edmonton’s evolving China-
town dining scene. Don’t pass it 
by - it’s well worth the obstacle 
course! And you’ll need the exer-
cise. We were so full, for just $20 
per person!

Alan Schietzsch lives in 
McCauley and is a member of the 
paper’s Board of Directors.

Worth the Effort Getting There
7-Kitchens Restaurant offers great hospitality and comfort food.

7-Kitchens 
Restaurant
9645 101A Avenue

780-249-6007

7kitchensrestaurant.com

DINING OUT

ALAN SCHIETZSCH

Earth Day Block Party Attracts DinosNo “MixTake” Here

The Joyful Dinos protest group appeared at the Earth Day Block Party 
hosted by Earth’s Refillery Coop on April 26th. The event featured music, 
workshops, an eco-market, and other activities. Kristi Anderson

The band Ali and the MixTakes performs at the Heart of the City AGM on 
March 28th at Club 97. Paula E. Kirman

Shanghai Noodles at 7-Kitchens Restaurant. Alan Schietzsch
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Sister Estelle Demers, 94, died on 
March 8th, 2026 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Why is this im-
portant for readers of the Boyle 
McCauley News? Estelle was a 
key member of the Boyle Street 
McCauley community from 1977 
until 1985. She and three other 
Canadian Medical Mission Sis-
ters came to Edmonton to support 

community initiatives around 
health needs.  Three were nurses 
with experiences in rural Afri-
can communities. Estelle offered 
international experience with a 
broad, holistic understanding of 
health and culture. She was a cre-
ative risk-taker. 

The Sisters first spent time door-
knocking and asking residents: 
what more was needed? A few 
years earlier, the Sisters of Provi-
dence had done the same, with a 
focus on the needs of isolated se-
niors in rooming houses. Those 
Sisters helped create Operation 
Friendship. Bissell Centre and 
Boyle Street Community Services 
already existed to support people. 
What was missing? 

People responded: “we need a 
community-based health centre!”  
The word “community” was es-
sential. This was not to be a health 
clinic. It was to be responsive to 
community health needs and 
operated by a community Board 
of Directors with a staff team 
of doctors, nurse practitioners, 
and community outreach work-
ers. Estelle coached community 
residents to negotiate with politi-

cians, funders, health administra-
tors, academics, and community 
organizations to build a health 
centre uniquely suited for an in-
ner city neighbourhood. 

Estelle trained neighbourhood 
residents in community leader-
ship roles and board responsi-
bilities so they could guide and 
govern the new health centre. 
One person who benefitted from 
her work was Bob McKeon, who 
became the first Board President. 
“Working with Estelle as a men-
tor made a huge difference in my 
community life and work that 
continues to this day. She helped 
us build skills and confidence to 
take on community initiatives 
and be able to go from a concept 
or community need to build a 
community  organization that 
endures,” he recalls. The Boyle 
McCauley Health Centre first 
opened in 1980. Now named Ra-
dius Health, it has expanded be-
yond the borders of Boyle Street 
and McCauley.  

Other organizations can trace 
their strength to the mentor-
ing offered by Estelle. Edmon-
ton Inner City Housing, now the 

city-wide Right at Home Hous-
ing Society, was started and gov-
erned by McCauley residents. 
The Boyle McCauley News was 
founded in 1978 as a way to help 
bring neighbours closer together, 
stir community imagination, and 
communicate about community 
initiatives such as the emerging 
health centre. 

Stories published throughout 
1979 kept readers informed. 
“Congratulations! Your efforts 
have been crowned with suc-
cess. The Development Appeal 
Board has approved the building 
on the corner of 106 Avenue and 
96 Street for the Boyle McCauley 
Health Centre. The health needs 
of the community were known 
for some years, the active lead 
was provided by the Medical Mis-
sion Sisters who deserve our spe-
cial gratitude.”

Bob said, “Estelle was friendly, 
outgoing, engaging and hope-
filled.” Her hope sustained 
organizations that endure, 
strengthening individuals and 
community.  

Kate Quinn lives in McCauley.  

A Tribute to Sister Estelle Demers
Canadian Medical Mission Sister was central to community initiatives.

KATE QUINN

Sr. Estelle Demers pictured in 
the April 1982 edition of Boyle 
McCauley News. File photo

I have always been fascinated 
with how cities begin. Anyone 
from Edmonton who loves po-
etry will likely already know I 
share this passion with one of 
our greatest poets, Alice Major. 
She wrote about how Romans 
founded a city, one of them being 
Londinium almost 2,000 years 
ago. I also loved it when I learned 
that Giovanni Caboto was a fa-
mous explorer who Anglicized 
his name to John Cabot, but that 
our lovely park uses his original 
name.

I love history, especially World 
War II history, and I was fasci-
nated to hear about the Cana-
dian Army and the Battle of Or-
tona, which is commemorated in 
Giovanni Caboto Park. But I have 
learned what I hope are most of 
McCauley’s secrets. I have seen 
fires, homeless encampments, 
SWAT teams, and a friend who 
often brings his son to Giovanni 
Caboto Park to use the monkey 
bars and other amenities because 
it is his favourite playground.

Eager to take new pictures, 
and to visit my favourite city 
on the planet (even bypass-
ing my beloved Edmonton and 
Vancouver), I bought a ticket 
to London, England, for March 
of this year.

There was just so much to see. 
I spent two full days in The 
British Museum and two full 
days in the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. In between I went to 
places such as Kensington Pal-
ace where Princess Diana lived 
for 12 years, and the Science 
Museum where they have such 
things as the capsule from the 
Apollo program that orbited 
the moon without landing to 
explore a path for the first 
moon explorers. I also felt it 
critical to visit Westminster 
Abbey and St. Paul’s Cathedral 
and wasn’t disappointed.

When I told Canadian friends 
I was off to London, they often 
asked which one. In London, 
England, though, Edmonton 
is a suburb where a Hudson’s 
Bay Company executive was 

born, and our city was named 
after it as a tribute. It is com-
forting to know, 8,000 miles 
from home that there is an Ed-
monton in London and a Lon-
don in Canada.

Being away this time wasn’t 
as hard as on previous trips. I 
paid extra to be able to phone 
home and even joined a sup-

port group I frequent over 
the Internet and wrote blog 
entries from my hotel room. 
To hear London stories, enjoy 
other free content, and find 
out more about mental health, 
visit my blog at: 
leifgregersen.substack.com.

Leif Gregersen lives and writes 
in McCauley.  

A Creative Adventure
McCauley writer and photographer heads to London, England for inspiration.

LEIF GREGERSEN

Kensington Palace with a rear view of a statue of Princess Diana with Prince 
Harry and Prince William. Leif Gregersen
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Marching in March at CO*LAB

Participants at the start of the MARCH Equinox Illumination lantern parade 
at CO*LAB on March 21st. Formerly known as GLOW, this event, now in its 
tenth year, celebrates the coming of spring. Paula E. Kirman

Corb Lund in Little Italy

Alberta country musician Corb Lund made an appearance at Earth’s Refillery 
Coop on April 3rd. It was one of several stops he made to promote his Citizen 
Initiative Petition against new coal mining in the eastern slopes of the Rocky 
Mountains in the province. Supplied

Way of the Cross 2026

The 46th Annual Good Friday Outdoor Way of the Cross happened on April 
3rd. It began and finished at Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples. 
This annual event discusses social justice issues in an ecumenical faith 
context. This year’s theme was: Whatsoever You Do: Seeing, Naming and 
Protecting the Rights of People as Part of Creation. Dan Hempel 

Paper Birch Books had its busiest Independent Bookstore Day thus far on 
April 25th, with over 400 transactions. There was also a pop-up at Felice Cafe 
featuring a couple of independent booksellers. Paula E. Kirman

A Busy Indie Bookstore Day

Personal finance and budgeting
guided by Indigenous values.
Gain the tools and knowledge to
make change in your money story.

Visit bissellcentre.org
for upcoming
workshop dates.
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Edmonton’s Problem Property Initiative Turns Three
The impact of unsafe or abandoned 
properties in our communities can 
be significant. Edmontonians have 
long dealt with the ripple effects of 
neglected homes, including fires, 
unsafe buildings, drug activity, and 
constant uncertainty. Launched in 
January 2023, the City of Edmon-
ton’s Problem Property Initiative 
(PPI) aims to address these concerns, 
spur redevelopment and improve 
the overall safety and quality of life 
for residents.

For community advocate Christy 
Morin, Executive Director of Arts on 
the Ave, the negative effects of these 
properties are profound. “Some-
times a problem property becomes 
like a beehive of the negative things 
you don’t want to experience on a 
block,” Morin says. She notes that 
this can lead to criminal activity that 
impacts the whole neighbourhood.

Morin, who has lived and worked in 
the Alberta Avenue area for decades, 
stresses the toll these properties take 
on residents’ well-being. “When 
a problem property lands on your 
block, it can stop your whole quality 
of life,” she says. “People are afraid. 
They stop using their backyards. 
They feel like they’re constantly 
watching what’s happening next 
door.” 

The PPI was sparked by years of com-
munity advocacy, with residents and 
community organizations pushing 
for new tools to address unsafe or 
neglected properties. Community 
groups researched solutions in other 
cities and raised concerns with gov-
ernments. Advocates even pushed 
for changes at the provincial level 
to allow municipalities to introduce 
stronger taxation tools targeting 
derelict properties, which are now 
part of Edmonton’s approach.

A coordinated City response
The PPI is a coordinated City re-
sponse, bringing together multiple 
teams focused on inspections, en-
forcement, and ordering property 
remediations and demolitions. 

Between 2023 and 2025, the PPI ex-
panded its proactive focus on neigh-
bourhoods with high numbers of 
neglected properties, conducting 
over 22,000 inspections at more 
than 2,000 unique properties.  

Trena MacGillivray, Problem Proper-
ties Program Coordinator, oversees 
the initiative’s implementation.

“We’re taking increasingly bold en-
forcement actions and accelerating the 
demolition of unsafe vacant buildings, 
which is contributing to the redevelop-
ment of under-used land, particularly in 
mature neighbourhoods,” says MacGil-
livray.

A key tool in addressing these places is 
the Derelict Residential Tax Subclass, 
which allows the City to triple the tax 
rate on vacant and deteriorating resi-
dential properties. 

Together, these measures make it in-
creasingly costly for property owners to 
neglect their buildings.

Restoring safety and hope
“The City’s strategy to address problem 

properties was launched to help re-
store a sense of safety to neighbour-
hoods negatively impacted by these 
properties,” MacGillivray says. “It’s 
great to see how far the PPI has come 
in cleaning up neglected properties, 
securing or demolishing unsafe build-
ings, upholding housing standards 
and connecting vulnerable tenants to 
resources.”

For Anna Bubel, a long-time McCau-
ley resident and principal of the com-
munity economic development firm 
Another Way, the issue is personal. 
She has experienced firsthand how 
disruptive and stressful living next to a 
problem property can become. “It was 
awful,” she recalls. “There were safety 
concerns, hoarding, animals, health 
inspections, the kind of situations that 
affect the entire block.”

Bubel says one of the most meaning-
ful changes she has seen is the PPI’s 
responsiveness. “As residents, some-
times it feels like you’re screaming 
into the void,” she says. “When some-
one calls you back, when you see ac-
tion happening and that feedback 
loop closing, it’s powerful.”

Community connection remains cen-
tral to the PPI’s work. Over the past three 
years, the initiative has attended more 
than 100 community meetings and 
events and engaged directly with more 
than 11,000 Edmontonians.

According to Morin, the initiative has 
helped restore a sense of fairness for his-
torically overlooked areas. “This initia-
tive has given communities hope that 
things can change and that these neigh-
bourhoods matter,” she says.

When it comes to the PPI’s work, Bubel 
offers a message for continued mo-
mentum: “Don’t take your foot off the 
gas,” she says. “Press the pedal down 
and keep going.”

To report a problem property, con-
tact 311 or use the confidential re-
porting form at 
edmonton.ca/ProblemProperties. 
To report an unsecured vacant prop-
erty, contact 311 or email 
communitypropertysafetyteam@
edmonton.ca.

Information provided by the City of 
Edmonton.

A derelict residential lot in the process of being cleared and remediated. Such sites are addressed by the Problem 
Property Initiative (PPI) to eliminate local safety hazards and help restore community well-being. City of Edmonton

ADVERTISE WITH US!

bmcnews.org/advertise
REACH 5000+ READERS MONTHLY IN YOUR COMMUNITY
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ANSGAR DANISH 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
9554 - 108A Avenue
Sunday Service in English: 10:30 a.M.
Join us for worship and fellowship. Pastoral 
services available on request.
Tel: 780-422-8777

BISSELL CENTRE 
10527 96 Street
780-423-2285
We have been serving the downtown com-
munity for more than 115 years with our mis-
sion front of mind: working in community, we 
remove barriers and support people as they 
move out of poverty.

Office hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.  

Housing program services are available Mon-
day to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Free tax clinics are open at Bissell East 
(10527 96 Street) every Monday from 1:00 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (except in February).

BISSELL CHILD CARE
780-429-4126 
9331 105 Avenue
Full-time and part-time child care services in 
downtown Edmonton for only $10 a day.
Plus, free respite care one day a week.
Call to discuss what child care options will 
work best for you.
bissellchildcare.com

BOYLE STREET COMMUNITY SERVICES
okimaw peyesew kamik
10740 99 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5H 1N7
Hours: Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Ph: 780-424-4106

RADIUS COMMUNITY 
HEALTH AND HEALING
(Formerly Boyle McCauley Health Centre)
10628 – 96 Street
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Dental: Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 

SANCTUARY OF PEACE
10527-96 St. NW
(780) 424-7652
Pastor: Quinn Strikwerda
Associate Pastor: Maria Kruszewski
Sunday Service: 9:15 a.m.
Take-away snack bags Sunday at 10 a.m.
Visits and other pastoral services on request.
Contact us for information about conversation 
groups, Bible study, and individual support at
info@icpmedmonton.ca or (780) 424-7652

THE ROCK OUTREACH
11004 – 96 Street NW
Phone (780) 426-1122
Breakfasts: Tuesday to Thursday 7-9 a.m.
Kids Club: Fourth Monday of the Month

THE SALVATION ARMY
Edmonton Centre of Hope
12520 140 Avenue
(780) 244-2962
Transitional Housing, Addictions Recovery, 
Stabilization, and Supported Housing. 

Transitional Housing for Downtown
9304 103A Avenue
(780) 428-4405
For more information:
salvationarmyedmonton.org

HOPE MISSION 
9908 106 Avenue 
(780) 422-2018
HOPE MISSION MEALS:
Monday - Friday
Breakfast 7:30 - 8:15 a.m.
Lunch 12:00 - 12:45 p.m.
Supper 5:00 - 5:45 p.m.
Weekends & Holidays
Brunch 10:45 am - 11:30 a.m.
Supper 4:15 - 5:00 p.m.

HOPE MISSION SHELTER:

Men, Women, Youth

Doors open 8:30 p.m. - 12:00 p.m.

HOPE MISSION COMMUNITY CHURCH:

Sunday: 2:00 p.m. Hope Mission Centre 

9908 106 Avenue

7:00 p.m. Herb Jamieson Centre - 10014 

105A Avenue

HOPE MISSION HEALTH CLINIC:

Hope Mission Health Centre

Family Doctor Monday to Friday 

Walk-in: 9:00-3:00 p.m.

Psychiatrist Monday to Friday

by Appointment only - call 780-422-2018 Ext. 

278

NEW DESTINY CHURCH

10605 - 96 St.

780-424-6422

www.newdestinychurch.ca

*Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. The Alpha Course-Intro-

duction to Christianity and/or General Bible 

Studies

*Wednesday - 7:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Group

*Sunday Morning - 10:00 a.m. Worship Ser-

vice. Also available on Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/newdestinychurched-

monton

Street Level Outreach - Once a month on Sat-

urday from 12 noon - 2:00 p.m. Sandwiches, 

clothing personal items, and prayer (front of 

church).

SACRED HEART CHURCH 

OF THE FIRST PEOPLES

Address: 10821-96 Street NW, Edmonton, 

Alberta, T5H 2J8, and Tel: (780) 422-3052. 

Daily 

Mass:  

Monday to Saturday: 9 a.m. at Sacred Heart 

Church of the First Peoples.

Sunday 

Masses:

Sunday: 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 7:00 

p.m.  at Sacred Heart Church of the First 

Peoples. All are welcome. 

For more information, please view our weekly 

bulletin, our webpage, and our Sacred Heart 

Facebook.

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH

10759-96 Street

Tel: (780) 422-0059

evjohn@telus.net

Sunday Services:

1st Sunday English at 11:00 a.m.

2nd and 4th Sundays German at 9:30 a.m., 

English at 11:00 a.m.

Videos available on YouTube and Facebook.

THE LEARNING CENTRE LITERACY 

ASSOCIATION is seeking volunteer tutors to 

help adults develop reading, writing and/or 

math skills. Volunteers participate in group 

learning, tutor one-to-one, or assist drop-in 

learners. 

Skills and Experience: High school level 

reading, writing, and/or math skills. 

Openness to tutor and learn with adults with 

various life experiences, including living with 

homelessness. 

For more information: 

tlcla.org/get-involved-3/

780-429-0675

NETWORKS ACTIVITY CENTRE 

780-474-3363, EXT. 302. Volunteer! JOIN 

OUR TEAM! Networks Activity Centre pro-

vides adults with brain injury a program that 

promotes an active lifestyle through opportu-

nities for social interaction, physical activity, 

and community involvement. 

Volunteering with Networks Activity Centre is 

a wonderful way to enrich your life and touch 

the lives of those we serve. 

If you are interested in joining our volunteer 

team please call 780-474-3363 ext. 302.

NEW MEMBERS 

WELCOME TO JOIN 

MCCAULEY CLUB

Kids from age 6 to 17 are invited to join after-

school programs that run from 3:30 to 6:30 

p.m. Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri., & from 2:30 

to 6:30 p.m. on Thurs. Programs include arts 

& culture, physical activity, health & nutrition, 

academic support, life skills, and leadership. 

Drop in at 9425 109A Ave. or call (780) 822-

2549 for details. Offered free of charge.

P.A.L.S. PROJECT

ADULT LITERACYSOCIETY 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

Work with adult students in the ESL - English as 

a Second Language program. Training, materi-

als, and supplies provided. Call (780) 424-5514 

for more information.

BUILDING BRIDGES 

Building Bridges All Nations First Nations Fusion 

Church Services Sundays, 3 to 6 p.m. at St. 

Faith’s Anglican Church, 11725-93 Street.

BOYLE STREET PLAZA

YMCA FAMILY RESOURCE CENTRE 

CHILD AND YOUTH PROGRAMS

YMCA Boyle Street Plaza offers Sportball every 

Saturday! Visit bit.ly/sportballymca for more in-

formation and to register.

DROP-IN GYM

YMCA Boyle Street Plaza

9538-103A Avenue

Drop-In Fee: $6.50

Badminton (ages 16+): 

Saturdays: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Sundays: 1:30-4:30 p.m.

Fridays: 8:15-11:15 p.m.

Pickleball  (ages 16+):

Mondays: 12-3 p.m.

Sundays: 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Wednesdays: 12:30-3 p.m.

Fridays: 5-8 p.m. 

COMMUNITY 
EVENTS/

 ACTIVITIES/
SERVICES

MAJESTIC INK

Willing to do landscaping. Call with 24 hours’ 

notice. Seniors and residential areas. Nego-

tiable flat rate. Call Mo: 780-616-3941.

SENIOR’S COMPANION

Home or Care Facility. Mature, creative, woman 

available for: conversation, activities, light meal 

prep., errands, downsizing. NO PERSONAL 

CARE. $25/hr, min. 2 hr. 

ehlou@hotmail.com

FORTITUDE PLUMBING

Just a quick note to remind you we’re here for 

all your plumbing needs - from leaks and clogs 

to full installation. Don’t wait for small issues to 

become big problems. Give us a call anytime! 

Contact us at 780-200-8546 or 780-818-0994. 

Visit us at fortplumb.com

Email us at fortplumb@gmail.com

Community Classifieds
NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS GET FREE CLASSIFIED ADS! EMAIL FIVE LINES OR LESS TO EDITOR@BMCNEWS.ORG 

WE FIT AS MANY ADS HERE AS WE CAN. FOR MORE CLASSIFIEDS, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT BMCNEWS.ORG

CHURCH AND 
AGENCY 

SERVICES

BOYLE STREET 
AND MCCAULEY 
RESIDENTS 
GET FREE 
CLASSIFIED 
ADS!

Email five lines or 
less to: 
editor@bmcnews.org
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One of Bissell Centre’s largest and 
most joyful celebrations of the 
year is coming back with even 
more performers, food, activities, 
and cheer for the whole commu-
nity. 

The annual National Indigenous 
Peoples Day (NIPD) celebration is 
on Friday, June 19, 2026, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in front of Bissell 
Centre’s buildings at 10527 96th 
Street. It features art, performanc-
es, stew and bannock from Bissell 
Harvest Catering, and even an ap-
pearance from the children at Bis-
sell Child Care. 

“Holding this celebration is in-
credibly important for many of 
the people who come to us seek-
ing support,” says Heather Slade, 
Bissell Centre’s Manager of Indig-
enous Engagement. “Acknowl-
edging this important day helps 
so many as they heal from the 
trauma of colonialism.”

The headline performers at this 
year’s NIPD celebration are Adri-
an LaChance and the Running 
Thunder Dancers, taking place 
from noon to 2 p.m. Their perfor-
mances will include traditional 
drumming, singing, and dancing 
— including a round dance as a 
memorial for all the loved ones in 
the community we have lost over 
the years. 

Adrian LaChance and the Run-
ning Thunder Dancers have been 
performing traditional Indig-
enous dancing and drumming 
since 2010, and facilitating work-
shops to better support individu-

als, families, and communities 
through cultural connection, 
healing, and personal growth. La-
Chance himself is renowned for 
his powwow dancing and drum-
ming. He has been showcasing 
the culture he carries from the 
James Smith Cree Nation across 
the world, including through Eu-
rope, Asia, and New Zealand. 

“Seeing the community come 
alive for this celebration is always 
so heartwarming,” says Slade. 
“NIPD reminds me about the hope 
I have for our vision to see an end 
to poverty in our community.”

Bissell Centre’s annual NIPD cel-
ebration is just one of the many 
ways its Indigenous Engagement 
team makes space for ceremony, 
culture, and healing - guiding 
both people in the community 
and Bissell Centre as an organiza-
tion. 

“With so many people we support 
coming from Indigenous Nations, 
ensuring Indigenous culture is in-
tegrated into what we do is crucial 
for their healing,” says Slade. “Bis-
sell Centre is continuously seek-
ing to be an ally with Indigenous 
communities. Our NIPD celebra-
tion is just one way we honour the 
resiliency of Indigenous commu-
nities.” 

Join us on June 19th and visit 
bissellcentre.org to learn more 
about our Indigenous Engage-
ment program. 

Information submitted by Bissell 
Centre.

I hope you’re all doing well! As we 
approach the end of the school 
year, I want to offer congratula-
tions to all the students, teachers, 
and other school staff who work or 
live in our communities of Boyle 
Street and McCauley.

To students: whether you’re gradu-
ating, moving on to junior high 
or high school, or simply wrap-
ping up one school year and pre-
paring for the next, please know 
that I’m so proud of all you have 
accomplished! I know this year 
had unique challenges due to the 
teachers’ strike, crowded class-
rooms, and diminishing resources, 
but I continue to be amazed at your 
efforts to do your very best amidst 
significant difficulties, and that’s 
well worth celebrating.

To teachers and school staff: I’m so 
proud of all of you, too. Once again, 
you have put forward incredible ef-
forts to support your students in 
a very challenging and unprece-
dented time. Please know that I see 
you, I hear you, and I will continue 
to work to make sure your voices 
are heard both in and out of the 
legislature.

As we approach summer, I’m look-
ing forward to marking Canada 
Day on July 1st. For me, this means 
reflecting on the treaties which are 
the foundation of our country; ex-
ploring Canada’s history (both the 
successes and failures) to consider 
how I can contribute to reconcilia-
tion and equity; and lastly, it means 

taking time to celebrate the beau-
tiful diversity of Canada – which is 
truly one of our greatest strengths. 

I know that for many Albertans, 
Canada Day may hit differently 
this year as we anticipate a sepa-
ration referendum this fall. I’ve 
heard from so many of you who 
are anxious and worried about the 
uncertainty that looms in the very 
near future. And so, I want to be 
abundantly clear: I unequivocally 
denounce separatism and I am 
committed to Canada. Of course, 
I understand we face some chal-
lenges as a province, but threaten-
ing to tear our country apart is not 
the answer. Please know that my 
NDP Caucus colleagues will always 
fight for Canada, and we won’t 
back down. 

Like so many of you, I’m loving 
the warmer weather, the sun-
shine, and the beautiful greenery 
all around us. I’m looking forward 
to seeing many of you in the com-
munity and connecting with you 
at events throughout Boyle Street 
and McCauley. And if I don’t see 
you, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out, and know that as always, I’m 
here. 

Janis Irwin, MLA for 
Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood

Email: 
Edmonton.HighlandsNorwood
@assembly.ab.ca

Phone: 780-414-0682

MLA UPDATE

Committed to Canada
JANIS IRWIN

Micro-donate just 
$2/month to keep Boyle 

McCauley News going strong. 
That’s less than the 

price of a cup of coffee! 

Celebrating National 
Indigenous Peoples 
Day at Bissell Centre

A moment from Bissell Centre’s NIPD celebration in 2025. Bissell Centre
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The 2026 Ben Calf Robe Traditional 
Pow Wow happened on May 9th. Once 
again, it took place at the  Common-
wealth Recreation Centre’s indoor field 
house. The theme for this year was
Prayers for Peace / nitotamâtan
pêyâhtakeyimowin. 

Here are some photos from the 1 p.m. 
Grand Entry.

PHOTOS BY DAN HEMPEL 
AND PAULA E. KIRMAN

Ben Calf Robe Annual Traditional Pow Wow
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