
Chinatown got a little bit brighter 
during August.

New decorative lights were 
installed on lamp posts along 
97th Street and surrounding 
side streets, featuring a variety 
of shapes and designs. 

“The project received fund-
ing from the City of Edmon-
ton’s Chinatown Vibrancy Fund 
2025,” explains Kat Luu, Interim 
Executive Director of the Ed-
monton Chinatown Business 
Improvement Area (BIA). 

“The lighting concept was 
developed collaboratively 
by the ‘Light Up Chinatown 
Team’ from Chinatown BIA 
and Rebecca Barnes, one of the 
students from CTC [Chinatown 
Transformation Collaborative 
Society], with the work carried 
out by Five Star Holiday Decor 

who, with our voices, helped 
design the lights. The lights 
were installed by the City of 
Edmonton.”

Around two dozen of the co-
lourful new installations fea-
ture 13 distinct designs such as 
a dragon, lucky cat, bubble tea, 
lanterns, and noodles. In addi-
tion, the City has restored lights 
on the Gate of Happy Arrival on 
107th Avenue and 97th Street. 

“The intention is to bring more 
light, colour, and cultural identi-
ty into Chinatown. We want the 
neighbourhood to feel brighter, 
safer, and more welcoming in 
the evenings while encouraging 
more people to visit our restau-
rants, shops, and community 
spaces,” says Luu.

“Most importantly, this project 
is about restoring pride and 
confidence in Chinatown,” she 

continues. “I think these are 
more than decorative lights - 
they represent hope, renewal, 
and our community’s determi-
nation to keep moving forward. 
We want Edmontonians to see 
Chinatown as a vibrant cultural 
destination and a neighbour-
hood worth visiting, supporting, 
and celebrating.”

Paula E. Kirman is the Editor of 
Boyle McCauley News.
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STEP UP 
FOR THE 
COMMUNITY

“ If you are 
interested or called 
to community work, 
step forward to be 
either on the board or 
as an active member.
   PAGE 5

ADVOCATING 
AGAINST 
BROKEN 
PROMISES

“ ...this is an issue 
across the entire city. 
It is beyond time for 
the province to take 
action. 
  PAGE 8

REVISITING 
HOUSING 
CONCERNS

“ We say that housing 
is a fundamental 
human right, and if 
we truly believe this 
statement, we should be 
alarmed at the breadth 
of failure on this issue. 
  PAGE 11

A Bright Idea for Chinatown 

DINING OUT:
LA FRENCH 
TASTE
 PAGE 6

Light Up Chinatown features new decorative and restored lights as part of Chinatown’s revitalization.
PAULA E. KIRMAN

Two of the new decorative lights in Chinatown, featuring a dragon (left) and a lucky cat. Paula E. Kirman

“ We want the 
neighbourhood 
to feel brighter, 
safer, and more 
welcoming in the 
evenings while 
encouraging more 
people to visit our 
restaurants, shops, 
and community 
spaces.
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FIND US ONLINE!
Find exclusive stories plus more photos, 
classifieds, and community information.

BMCNEWS.ORG

Your Next Career Can Change Lives.
Join our Housing Supports or Family Supports

team and help people build stable futures.

bissellcentre.org/careers/
VIEW OPEN POSITIONS

Micro-donate just $2/month to keep 
Boyle McCauley News going strong. 

That’s less than the price of a cup of coffee! 

Autumn in 
McCauley

The McCauley Community 
League continues connecting 

neighbourhood residents. 

Look for more information at the 
community league space: 

10755 - 96th Street
Entrance at the NE corner.

WECAN Food Basket Society distribution 
from the rink space on the third Thursday 
of the month. For more information visit 

wecanfood.com.

Become a member for free! 
Sign up online at: mccauleycl.com

Look for details on MCL’s website (mccauleycl.com) 
or updates on Facebook (@mccauleycommunityleague)

MCCAULEYCL.COM
league@mccauleycl.com | 780-224-5087
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I recently attended (and present-
ed at) a conference in Ottawa on 
the topic of oral history: record-
ing and preserving the life sto-
ries of others. We discussed the 
technical aspects of doing this, 
as well as how and where such 
stories are archived, and ethical 
issues concerning how to attain 
and care for stories from people 
who may be from different cul-
tures and walks of life. 

I have been involved with a 
number of projects over the 
years involving recording and 
publishing oral histories, where 
people tell their stories in their 
own words while being record-
ed. While we don’t engage in 
that specific practice at Boyle 
McCauley News, we do publish 

stories often written by com-
munity members themselves, 
which then become part of our 
permanent archive online and 
in hard copy at the City of Ed-
monton Archives.  

Stories here at the paper are 
presented from a uniquely local 
perspective, often about news 
and events you won’t read about 
anywhere else. The historical 
record created by this grass-
roots community effort spans 
nearly 50 years. 

One of the presenters at the 
conference said something pro-
found: that stories keep people 
alive. It’s true. Long after people 
have gone, their stories will re-
main if care has been taken to 
collect, preserve, and present 
them.

In a similar way, Boyle McCauley 
News is keeping the history of 
the area alive, thanks to the col-
lective efforts of a community 
passionate about its stories. It’s 
a history worth saving.

PO Box 34024, RPO Kingsway Mall, Edmonton AB, T5G 3G4
P: (780) 425-3475  E: info@bmcnews.org
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MCCAULEY MUSINGS

The Power of Stories

Do you want to respond to 
something that you read in these 
pages or that is going on in the 
community? Share your thoughts 
and opinions with a Letter to 
the Editor. Send your letters to 
editor@bmcnews.org. Letters 
should be 200 words maximum, 
may be edited for length or clarity, 
and include a full name and 
contact information. Publication 
is not guaranteed. The deadline 
for letters for our next print issue 
is November 12th, 2026.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOROUR NEXT ISSUE. . .

EDITOR’S NOTES

Welcome to the October-No-
vember 2026 issue of Boyle 
McCauley News. 

I am going to jump right into 
things by emphasizing how 
this is a volunteer-driven, 
non-profit community news-
paper. Our writers, photog-
raphers, proofreaders, and 
Block Carriers are all volun-
teers. 

Concerning the latter role, we 
currently have a number of 
routes available in McCauley. 
If you would like to help deliv-
er the paper to a specific block 
(or two) contact me at editor@
bmcnews.org and I’ll let you 
know what is available. There 
is also a list of routes avail-

able as of press time listed on 
page five. Have you visited 
our website? At bmcnews.org 
there is exclusive content, an 
archive of back issues, the op-
portunity to sign up for our 
free e-newsletter, and more. 
On social media you can fol-
low us on X (formerly Twitter) 
at @bmcnews and Bluesky at 
@bmcnews.bsky.social.

Residents of McCauley and 
Boyle Street (and active vol-
unteers with us anywhere) 
can apply  for a free member-
ship at our website. Members 
occasionally receive informa-
tion and have a vote at our 
AGM. For more information: 
bmcnews.org/membership.

Enjoy the issue! See you again 
in a couple of months.

WRITERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS
Bissell Centre, Andrea Heinz, Sherry Honey, 
Janis Irwin, Paula E. Kirman, Sifu Tim Mrazek 
(Chung Wah Kung Fu Regina), Rachael Roberts, 
Kate Quinn, Alan Schietzsch, Ruth Sorochan, 
Anne Stevenson, Sheila Thomas, Erin Walker, 
Larry Wong, Ian Young

BLOCK CARRIERS, APARTMENT 
AMBASSADORS & CONDO CONNECTORS
Sandra Barnes, Brockman Family, Roseanne 
Carter, Colleen Chapman & Barry Marienhoff, 
Michelle Cumming, Barry Daniels, Jack Davis 
& Georgie Davis, Larry Derkach, John Gee, 
Regan Gee, Rosalie Gelderman, Mayumi Hara, 
Nate Hupka, Ann-Marie Johnson, John-West 
Family, Kimberly Lockert & Dwayne Alward, 
Bob McKeon, Richard Nguyen, Phil O’Hara, 
Kate Quinn, Joelle & Maddy Reiniger, Ruth 
Alexandra Sorochan & Maia Amee Scheffer-
Sorochan, Roma Stephaniuk, Ian Young

Volume 47, Issue 6 (December 
2026-January 2027) will be published 
December 1st, 2026. Articles and 
photos concerning community news, 
events, and opinions are welcome for 
both our print and online editions. We 
also occasionally accept submissions 
of poetry and cartoons. Deadline for 
the print edition: November 12th, 
2026. Send submissions to: editor@
bmcnews.org. Articles should be 400 
words or less and accompanied by 
photographs (JPG format, in high 
resolution) whenever possible. 

BOYLE STREET AND 
MCCAULEY CRIME & 
SAFETY RESOURCES
24/7 Crisis Diversion: Call #211 + press 3 when you see a person in distress

Needle Debris (public property): 311

Needle Debris free clean-up on private and public property:  

Boyle Street Ventures: (780) 426-0500

Sharps Containers: free sharps containers: 

Radius 780-422-7333 or Streetworks 780-424-4106

Litter/Graffiti: 311 or capitalcitycleanup@edmonton.ca

Problem Properties: To report a problem property call 311, contact 311 online 

or use the confidential reporting form at edmonton.ca/problemproperties

To report an unsecured vacant property: 

Call 311 or email: communitypropertysafetyteam@edmonton.ca

EPS Healthy Streets Operation Centre (HSOC) teams are regularly and proactively   

patrolling several downtown neighbourhoods to combat crime and disorder. 

Citizens are encouraged to speak with officers in person when they are available.

EPS Non-Emergency: (780) 423-4567

EPS Non-Emergency mobile access: #377 

EPS Emergency: 911

EPS Website: edmontonpolice.ca

EPS Crime Prevention: Facebook @epscrimeprevention

Crime Stoppers: 1-800-222-8477

Report Gang Activity: (780) 414-GANG (4264)

Stay informed & get involved: safermccauley.ca and on Facebook @safermccauley 
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Where to Find 
Boyle McCauley News
Boyle McCauley News is delivered by our volunteer 

Block Carriers (in McCauley) and Apartment 
Ambassadors/Condo Connectors (in Boyle Street) to 

approximately 2500 homes in the area.

If you do not receive the paper 
at your home, there are numerous places 

where you can pick up a copy:

VOLUNTEER TO DELIVER 
THE PAPER

Would you like to volunteer to help deliver the paper to 
your block or building?  

Contact editor@bmcnews.org for more information. 

NEWSPAPER BOX UPDATE
The City of Edmonton has discontinued permitting privately-

owned newspaper racks on City property following a review 

of its Newsrack Program, as well as community feedback. 

If you have a business and are willing to be a distribution 

location for the paper, please contact us! 

BUSINESSES 
We drop off copies at  a number of

 businesses in and around the area:

NEW TO BOYLE STREET OR MCCAULEY? 

Do You Have Your 
Stadium Parking Permit?

Call 311 or email RestrictedParkingPermits@edmonton.ca 

for annual Stadium parking permits, or 

ParkingAssets@edmonton.ca for temporary parking permits. 

Or, visit edmonton.ca and search “parking permits” to apply 

online. Save yourself, and your guests, the pain of a very 

expensive parking ticket and possibility of being towed. 

Tony’s Pizza 
(9605 111 Ave.)

 
Italian Centre
 (10878 95 St.)

Sprucewood Library
(11555 95 St.)  

Felice Cafe 
(10930 84 St.) 

Panini’s 
(8544 Jasper Ave.) 

Betty’s Corner
(9208 Jasper Ave.)

Boa & Hare
(10520 97 St.)

Zocalo
 (10826 95 St.)

Paper Birch Books
 (10825 95 St.)

Van Loc
(10648 98 St.)

Kim Fat Market
(9905 107 Ave.)

Earth’s Refillery Coop
(10831 95 St.)

The Heart and Plate
(8157 112 Ave.)

The Carrot 
Community Arts 

Coffeehouse
(9351 118 Ave.)

@bmcnews.bsky.social

FOLLOW US ON
BLUESKY

The McCauley Community League celebrated Community League Day on 
September 5th with a community garage sale and BBQ at The Piazza. Area 
resident Becca Firlotte (pictured) was a lead organizer. Paula E. Kirman

McCauley Community Garage Sale

Maia and Re transport one of five benches they made for the community 
rink space in early September. The lumber was donated by the McCauley 
Community Orchard. Ruth Sorochan

New Benches at Community Rink Space
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We are all treaty people and this is 
written on Treaty 6 territory.

Autumn in McCauley is beauti-
ful. The season of autumn is one 
of change, transition, and letting 
go. It is the start of a new year in 
many ways. This is true for the 
McCauley Community League 
board. There have been many 
changes to the board in the past 
few months. This is a perfect 
time to let you know that you are 
welcome and invited to step for-
ward to volunteer. This neigh-
bourhood has always been a mix 
of people and the work of many 
folks. 

If you are interested or called to 
community work, step forward 
to be either on the board or as an 
active member. It is important, 
so please reach out now! This 
can be done via email or on Face-
book.

In the coming season, the 
McCauley Community League 
will still host the WECAN 

Food Basket Society  for the 
community. The WECAN 
program is seeking volunteers, 
including a coordinator. Please 
reach out to the league’s email 
and we will forward that to 
WECAN organizers. 

McCauley is a unique community 
and we have historically had 
many different cultures and 
groups within our boundaries. 
We have also always walked a 
balance with administrative 
and other authorities to remain 
a neighbourhood and not be 
swallowed up by other forces. 

We do a good job, and with the 
help of our neighbours we will 
do a better one.

Website: mccauleycl.com
Email: league@mccauleycl.com
Facebook: 
@mccauleycommunityleague

Ruth Sorochan lives in McCauley 
with her family and is the 
Communications Director with 
the McCauley Community 
League.

MCCAULEY COMMUNITY LEAGUE UPDATE

Step Up for the 
Community

RUTH SOROCHAN

Letter to 
the Editor
Ian Young’s columns about 
constantly improving access for 
people with disabilities are always 
interesting and inspiring. My 
neighbour, an amputee who uses 
a motorized wheelchair, can take 
the LRT all over the city and even 
go to the huge concerts at the 
Commonwealth Stadium, which 
has a seating area for people with 
special needs.

Yet, there are still innumerable 
barriers. For example, the 
neighbour mentioned above 
recently had difficulty using the 
Capital Line. The wheelchair 
access area caused costly damage 
to her chair, and she is struggling 
to receive compensation from 
the City. The cost of repairs is just 

one concern. “It makes going out 
frightening, never knowing if 
you can even board a train safely,” 
she says. We perhaps don’t think 
much about doors, ramps, and 
elevators not operating properly, 
but these problems rob people of 
their independence. 

Happily, though, my neighbour 
reports that the staff, ushers, and 
security at both the Common-
wealth Stadium and Rogers Place 
are exceptional.  “I have experi-
enced kindness and customer 
service above and beyond to ac-
commodate my needs for a safe 
and wonderful experience,” she 
says. 
 
- Anita Jenkins

ADVERTISE WITH US! bmcnews.org/advertise

Barriers for people with disabilities persist.

We Need Block 
Carriers!

Are you interested in 
volunteering with Boyle 
McCauley News? Would you like 
to get some exercise while getting 
to know your neighbours? 

We have a number of routes that 
are available for Block Carriers. 
The route boundaries are listed 
below and on the map. 

Block Carriers deliver each edi-
tion of the paper, so this is a com-
mitments that happens six times 
per year. Routes take around 30-
60 minutes. Papers are delivered 
to your front door in a bag with a 
label including the route bound-
aries and any special instruc-
tions. 

If you are interested in any of 
these routes, please reach out to 
editor@bmcnews.org.

ROUTE 1
North: 108 Ave.
South: 107a Ave.
East: 95 St.
West: 93 St.
50 papers

ROUTE 2
North: 110a Ave.
South: 110 Ave.
East: 95 St.
West: 92 St.
60 papers

ROUTE 3
North: 110 Ave.
South: 107a Ave.
East: 97 St.
West: 98 St.
Only the west side of 98 St.
50 papers

ROUTE 4
North: 107 Ave.
South: 105 Ave.
East: 97 St.
West: 97 St.
1 paper to businesses except 
Lucky Supermarket.
50 papers

ROUTE 5
North: 109a Ave.
South: 109 Ave.
East: 95 St.
West: 96 St.
30 papers
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Walking home along 95th Street, 
I was reflecting on how nice it is 
to have so many lovely local busi-
nesses like OTTO, which I’d just 
passed. The next spot, nestled be-
tween OTTO and Arden’s Varimart, 
had been another favourite of 
mine since the 1980s: La Favorite 
Pastry Shop. Its former location at 
114th Avenue has been renovated 
to blend that old French tradition 
with a more modern welcoming 
“local cafe” environment. 

Julien Dallaine, a local originally 
from Paris, and Anthony Cucchi-
ara, also from France, opened La 
French Taste together at the end 
of 2023. In the three years since, 
they’ve continued to perfect their 
cafe/bakery, making it a star of the 
area. With an awning above and 
(in good weather) bright red chairs 
on the front sidewalk, it’s like a lit-
tle piece of Paris on 95th.

Inside, you’re greeted by a long 
glass bakery counter, packed full 

of dozens of different types of 
sweet or savoury creations. The 
variety of pain (French breads), 
brioche, croissants and more had 
me staring wide-eyed for several 
minutes trying to make up my 
mind.

Inside, the first thing that catches 
your attention is the long glass 
bakery counter. It is filled with 
an almost overwhelming variety 
of sweet and savoury creations. 
There are baguettes and other 
breads, brioche, croissants, tarts 
and pastries of all kinds. I stood 
there for several minutes trying to 

decide what to take home.

The choice is not easy. The 
cinnamon bun is a particular 
favourite among customers, with 
flaky, layered dough that gives it 
a distinctly French twist. Gateau 
St. Honoré, lemon meringue tarts, 
and chouquettes provide plenty 
of temptation for those with a 
sweet tooth. If you’re not sure what 
those are, the staff are entirely 
welcoming and very passionate 
about their craft.

And then there is the bread. A 
traditional sourdough baguette, with 

its crisp crust and chewy interior, 
is reason enough to make a stop. 
There is plenty for savoury appetites, 
too. Quiches come fresh from the 
oven, sausage rolls abound, while a 
spinach, feta, and pine nut brioche 
offers a delicious combination of 
buttery bread and savoury filling.

The sandwiches make La French 
Taste an appealing lunch stop, with 
fillings served on buttery house-
made croissants, brioche, or focaccia. 
My son particularly adores their 
turkey and pesto croissant with 
cheese.

But for all the savouriness, don’t 
leave without a canelé. This tiny, 
dark, slightly sweet morsel is a 
unique flavour bomb with a deeply 
baked almost crispy exterior that 
opens to a soft and sweet interior. 
What texture!

La French Taste may have taken over 
a familiar location, but it has made 
the space its own. With genuine 
French skill, superb ingredients, and 
a welcoming local atmosphere, it 
feels like a neighbourhood treasure - 
or should I say in French, a “trésor du 
quartier” - a perfect place to sit outside 
enjoying a coffee and fine pastry.

Alan Schietzsch lives in McCauley 
and is a member of the paper’s 
Board of Directors.

A New Treasure in a Familiar Place
Sweet and savoury treats abound at La French Taste.

La French Taste
11401 95 Street

825-523-8278

www.lafrenchtaste.ca

DINING OUT

ALAN SCHIETZSCH

Festa Italiana in Little ItalyPreparing to Compete

Festa Italiana activated 95th Street and area once again on August 30th, 
including entertainment and activities in Caboto Park and The Piazza. The 
event also featured food, wrestling, children’s activities, and a show of Italian 
vehicles. The annual event is organized by Amici Italiani. Sherry Honey

Hong De Cultural and Athletic Association practices on the first day of the 
Edmonton Dragon Festival on August 21st. The three-day event featured 
international Lion Dance competitions, a Taste of Chinatown, a market, 
family activities, films, and more in Kinistinâw Park. It was hosted by the 
Edmonton Chinatown Transformation Collaborative. Paula E. Kirman

A variety of treats at La French Taste. Alan Schietzsch  
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The 26th annual CEASE (Centre to 
Empower All Survivors of Exploita-
tion) Memorial was held on August 
14th at the Alberta Avenue Com-
munity Centre, where 85 commu-
nity members gathered to remem-
ber those whose lives were stolen 
through murder, suicide, overdose, 
illness, and other causes linked to 
sexual exploitation. 

Attendees tied ribbons of red, yellow, 
blue, and white representing people 
and the four directions, plus orange 
ribbons to remember children taken 
to residential schools. 

Sadly, the name of a young woman 
from the Boyle Street-McCauley area 
was added to the list this year. She 
was found murdered in a burning 
house. 

Liz John-West, CEASE Executive Di-
rector, challenged attendees to work 
for the day, “when no more names 
are added to this list.” 

Kate Quinn lives in McCauley.

Honouring Stolen Lives
Remembering and reflecting at the annual CEASE Memorial.

KATE QUINN

Kate Quinn ties a red ribbon on the rowan branch. Andrea Heinz

Patti Howell, Memorial Ceremony Emcee, holds up the 
branches. Kate Quinn

Chinatown Summer Festival Packs 98th Street and Features New Mural 
Thousands of people packed 98th 
Street on August 30th for the China-
town Summer Festival (left). The annual 
event featured cultural performances, 
food trucks, and vendors. The festival 
also featured the launch of a new 
mural by Lance Cardinal (below). “We 
Are Resilient” consists of eight panels 
featuring Indigenous traditions. The 
mural is located on the exterior of Al-
bert’s Autobody at 10604 98th Street. 
The Chinatown Summer Festival was 
organized by the Chinatown Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) in collaboration 
with the City of Edmonton and other 
community partners. 
Left photo: Sifu Tim Mrazek (Chung Wah Kung Fu Regina) 
Bottom photo: Larry Wong
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Chinatown Gate Construction Continues

Construction on the new Chinatown Gate in late August, shortly before the 
roadway on 97th Street between Jasper Avenue and Okîsikow Way was 
reopened in September. Sheila Thomas 

EDLC Labour Day BBQ 2026

Volunteers, including Mayor Andrew Knack (right, in a blue cap) wrap burg-
ers at the Edmonton and District Labour Council’s 35th Annual Labour Day 
BBQ on September 7th in Giovanni Caboto Park. Paula E. Kirman

Artist Emily Chu, assisted by translator Wai-Ling Lennon, led community 
consultations concerning the artwork for the new Chinatown Gate in mid-
July at the Edmonton Chinatown Multi-Cultural Centre. People connected to 
Chinatown were invited to meet with Chu to discuss memories about, and 
hopes for, the area. Paula E. Kirman

Consulting on Chinatown Gate Artwork

ADVERTISE WITH US!

bmcnews.org/advertise
REACH 5000+ READERS MONTHLY IN YOUR COMMUNITY

For frequent readers, you’ll 
know that I normally use this 
column to share recent news 
from City Hall and to highlight 
positive investments happen-
ing in the community. Today 
I wanted to focus on a much 
more concerning issue, some-
thing that I know affects both 
Boyle Street and McCauley, and 
our city as a whole.

You may have recently seen 
video footage of provincial 
corrections vans dropping off 
released inmates in the China-
town area. You, like me, may 
have been outraged to see that 

this practice is still going on, 
despite commitments made 
by the Province following the 
tragic murders of Ban Phuc Ho-
ang and Hung Trang in 2022. 
These videos are concrete evi-
dence that promises were bro-
ken.

The practice of dropping de-
tainees is unsafe for our whole 
community. We know that the 
days after release are when 
individuals have the highest 
chance of falling into home-
lessness, being victimized, 
overdosing or relapsing, or re-
offending. They need meaning-
ful reintegration plans to help 
connect them to the services 

they need, for their safety and 
for the safety of local residents 
and businesses. 

While communities like Mc-
Cauley and Boyle Street are 
most impacted, this is an issue 
across the entire city. It is be-
yond time for the province to 
take action. I will continue to 
advocate on this, and I encour-
age all of you to contact the 
Honourable Mike Ellis, Minis-
ter of Public Safety and Emer-
gency Services (pses.minister@
gov.ab.ca or 780-415-9550), and 
your local MLA to share your 
concerns.

I take comfort in knowing that 

solutions to these challenges 
do exist. We have phenomenal 
not-for-profits that are sup-
porting successful reintegra-
tion each and every day. To-
gether we can work to make 
sure the needed resources and 
coordination are in place to 
make prisoners in parking lots 
a thing of the past.

Anne Stevenson
City Councillor 
for Ward O-day’min

Email: 
anne.stevenson@edmonton.ca

Phone: 
780-496-8333

ANNE STEVENSON

UPDATE FROM CITY COUNCIL

Advocating Against Broken Promises



9Boyle McCauley News   OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2026

Reverse Job 
Fair
“The time is always right to do 
what is right.” (Martin Luther 
King Jr., American Civil Rights Ac-
tivist, 1929-1968)

October is Disability Employment 
Awareness Month (DEAM). As 
part of DEAM, Voice of Albertans 
with Disabilities (VAD) and  
EmployAbilities are hosting the 
Accessibility in Action Resource 
Fair and Reverse Job Fair on 
Thursday, October 15th from 12-
3:30 p.m. at Kingsway Mall.

As explained on the VAD website:

This innovative event brings to-
gether employers, service provid-
ers, and job seekers with disabili-
ties in a welcoming and accessible 
environment. Unlike a traditional 
job fair, the Reverse Job Fair al-
lows job seekers to remain at their 
own tables while employers rotate 
through the room, creating a more 

comfortable and empowering net-
working experience.

Attendees will have the opportunity 
to:
Connect with inclusive employers.
Learn about employment supports 
and community resources.
Explore education and training 
opportunities
Discover workplace accommodation 
solutions.
Build meaningful professional 
connections. 

This will be a remarkable 
opportunity to let people with 
disabilities have choices. 
  
The event is free but registration 
is required by contacting VAD. 
More information can be found 
on the VAD website (vadsociety.
ca) or by contacting the office at 
780-488-9088.
    
I wish you all a pleasant autumn.

Ian Young is a columnist and Block 
Carrier with the paper. He lives in 
the area. 

IAN YOUNG

ABILITY AND
COMMUNITY

Singer-songwriter, and former McCauley resident, Mariel Buckley, performs at 
the Edmonton Folk Music Festival on August 8th. Paula E. Kirman

A Former McCauley Folkie at EFMF

Square dancers perform on 98th Street and 106th Avenue during Chinatown After 
Dark on August 29th. The event is organized by YEG Chinatown RE:VITA. Paula E. Kirman

Square Dancing at Chinatown After Dark

UPDATE FROM CITY COUNCIL

Advocating Against Broken Promises
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ANSGAR DANISH 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
9554 - 108A Avenue
Sunday Service in English: 10:30 a.M.
Join us for worship and fellowship. Pastoral 
services available on request.
Tel: 780-422-8777

BISSELL CENTRE 
10527 96 Street
780-423-2285
We have been serving the downtown com-
munity for more than 115 years with our mis-
sion front of mind: working in community, we 
remove barriers and support people as they 
move out of poverty.

Office hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.  

Housing program services are available Mon-
day to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Free tax clinics are open at Bissell East 
(10527 96 Street) every Monday from 1:00 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. (except in February).

BISSELL CHILD CARE
780-429-4126 
9331 105 Avenue
Full-time and part-time child care services in 
downtown Edmonton for only $10 a day.
Plus, free respite care one day a week.
Call to discuss what child care options will 
work best for you.
bissellchildcare.com

BOYLE STREET COMMUNITY SERVICES
okimaw peyesew kamik
10740 99 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5H 1N7
Hours: Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Ph: 780-424-4106

RADIUS COMMUNITY 
HEALTH AND HEALING
(Formerly Boyle McCauley Health Centre)
10628 – 96 Street
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Dental: Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 

SANCTUARY OF PEACE
10527-96 St. NW
(780) 424-7652
Pastor: Quinn Strikwerda
Associate Pastor: Maria Kruszewski
Sunday Service: 9:15 a.m.
Take-away snack bags Sunday at 10 a.m.
Visits and other pastoral services on request.
Contact us for information about conversation 
groups, Bible study, and individual support at
info@icpmedmonton.ca or (780) 424-7652

THE ROCK OUTREACH
11004 – 96 Street NW
Phone (780) 426-1122
Breakfasts: Tuesday to Thursday 7-9 a.m.
Kids Club: Fourth Monday of the Month

THE SALVATION ARMY
Edmonton Centre of Hope
12520 140 Avenue
(780) 244-2962
Transitional Housing, Addictions Recovery, 
Stabilization, and Supported Housing. 

Transitional Housing for Downtown
9304 103A Avenue
(780) 428-4405
For more information:
salvationarmyedmonton.org

HOPE MISSION 
9908 106 Avenue 
(780) 422-2018
HOPE MISSION MEALS:
Monday - Friday
Breakfast 7:30 - 8:15 a.m.
Lunch 12:00 - 12:45 p.m.
Supper 5:00 - 5:45 p.m.
Weekends & Holidays
Brunch 10:45 am - 11:30 a.m.
Supper 4:15 - 5:00 p.m.

HOPE MISSION SHELTER:

Men, Women, Youth

Doors open 8:30 p.m. - 12:00 p.m.

HOPE MISSION COMMUNITY CHURCH:

Sunday: 2:00 p.m. Hope Mission Centre 

9908 106 Avenue

7:00 p.m. Herb Jamieson Centre - 10014 

105A Avenue

HOPE MISSION HEALTH CLINIC:

Hope Mission Health Centre

Family Doctor Monday to Friday 

Walk-in: 9:00-3:00 p.m.

Psychiatrist Monday to Friday

by Appointment only - call 780-422-2018 Ext. 

278

NEW DESTINY CHURCH

10605 - 96 St.

780-424-6422

www.newdestinychurch.ca

*Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. The Alpha Course-Intro-

duction to Christianity and/or General Bible 

Studies

*Wednesday - 7:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Group

*Sunday Morning - 10:00 a.m. Worship Ser-

vice. Also available on Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/newdestinychurched-

monton

Street Level Outreach - Once a month on Sat-

urday from 12 noon - 2:00 p.m. Sandwiches, 

clothing personal items, and prayer (front of 

church).

SACRED HEART CHURCH 

OF THE FIRST PEOPLES

Address: 10821-96 Street NW, Edmonton, 

Alberta, T5H 2J8, and Tel: (780) 422-3052. 

Daily 

Mass:  

Monday to Saturday: 9 a.m. at Sacred Heart 

Church of the First Peoples.

Sunday 

Masses:

Sunday: 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 7:00 

p.m.  at Sacred Heart Church of the First 

Peoples. All are welcome. 

For more information, please view our weekly 

bulletin, our webpage, and our Sacred Heart 

Facebook.

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH

10759-96 Street

Tel: (780) 422-0059

evjohn@telus.net

Sunday Services:

1st Sunday English at 11:00 a.m.

2nd and 4th Sundays German at 9:30 a.m., 

English at 11:00 a.m.

Videos available on YouTube and Facebook.

THE LEARNING CENTRE LITERACY 

ASSOCIATION is seeking volunteer tutors to 

help adults develop reading, writing and/or 

math skills. Volunteers participate in group 

learning, tutor one-to-one, or assist drop-in 

learners. 

Skills and Experience: High school level 

reading, writing, and/or math skills. 

Openness to tutor and learn with adults with 

various life experiences, including living with 

homelessness. 

For more information: 

tlcla.org/get-involved-3/

780-429-0675

NETWORKS ACTIVITY CENTRE 

780-474-3363, EXT. 302. Volunteer! JOIN 

OUR TEAM! Networks Activity Centre pro-

vides adults with brain injury a program that 

promotes an active lifestyle through opportu-

nities for social interaction, physical activity, 

and community involvement. 

Volunteering with Networks Activity Centre is 

a wonderful way to enrich your life and touch 

the lives of those we serve. 

If you are interested in joining our volunteer 

team please call 780-474-3363 ext. 302.

NEW MEMBERS 

WELCOME TO JOIN 

MCCAULEY CLUB

Kids from age 6 to 17 are invited to join after-

school programs that run from 3:30 to 6:30 

p.m. Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri., & from 2:30 

to 6:30 p.m. on Thurs. Programs include arts 

& culture, physical activity, health & nutrition, 

academic support, life skills, and leadership. 

Drop in at 9425 109A Ave. or call (780) 822-

2549 for details. Offered free of charge.

P.A.L.S. PROJECT

ADULT LITERACYSOCIETY 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

Work with adult students in the ESL - English as 

a Second Language program. Training, materi-

als, and supplies provided. Call (780) 424-5514 

for more information.

BUILDING BRIDGES 

Building Bridges All Nations First Nations Fusion 

Church Services Sundays, 3 to 6 p.m. at St. 

Faith’s Anglican Church, 11725-93 Street.

COMMUNITY 
EVENTS/

 ACTIVITIES/
SERVICES

MAJESTIC INK

Willing to do landscaping. Call with 24 hours’ 

notice. Seniors and residential areas. Nego-

tiable flat rate. Call Mo: 780-616-3941.

SENIOR’S COMPANION

Home or Care Facility. Mature, creative, woman 

available for: conversation, activities, light meal 

prep., errands, downsizing. NO PERSONAL 

CARE. $25/hr, min. 2 hr. 

ehlou@hotmail.com

FORTITUDE PLUMBING

Just a quick note to remind you we’re here for 

all your plumbing needs - from leaks and clogs 

to full installation. Don’t wait for small issues to 

become big problems. Give us a call anytime! 

Contact us at 780-200-8546 or 780-818-0994. 

Visit us at fortplumb.com

Email us at fortplumb@gmail.com

Community Classifieds
NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS GET FREE CLASSIFIED ADS! EMAIL FIVE LINES OR LESS TO EDITOR@BMCNEWS.ORG 

WE FIT AS MANY ADS HERE AS WE CAN. FOR MORE CLASSIFIEDS, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT BMCNEWS.ORG

CHURCH AND 
AGENCY 

SERVICES

BOYLE 
STREET 
AND 
MCCAULEY 
RESIDENTS 
GET FREE 
CLASSIFIED 
ADS!

EMAIL 
FIVE 
LINES OR 
LESS TO: 
editor@bmcnews.org
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The housing crisis in Edmonton 
is evident in the Boyle Street 
and McCauley neighbourhoods 
with disproportionate numbers 
of people experiencing poverty 
and homelessness — but this is 
far from a central-only issue. 

Back in 2000, the Federal 
Government designated 
November as Housing Month. 
This is a time when different 
organizations critically look at 
the housing crisis and explore 
creative solutions to meet the 
growing need for affordable 
and accessible housing. 

Back in 2016, Bissell Centre 
marked an incredibly 
important milestone in its 
rich history: it opened Hope 
Terrace in King Edward Park, 
a first of its kind supportive 
housing complex in Edmonton 
for people with FASD. Bissell 
Centre has a longstanding 
history helping people with 
FASD discover and utilize their 
strengths to achieve their goals. 
That experience makes the 
organization ideal to operate 
supportive housing for people 
with FASD.

Hope Terrace’s 24/7 wraparound 
supports are catered specifically 
to address the individualized 
barriers people with FASD may 
experience. These supports 
include assistance with 
meals, scheduling, emotional 
regulation, recreation, and 
goal setting all under the 
guidance of an on-staff 
occupational therapist. Hope 
Terrace’s goals are to help build 
the strengths of the people 
who call the building home, 
help them address the barriers 
they experience that can lead 
to chronic homelessness, and 
help them reintegrate into the 
community. 

Hope Terrace has seen a lot of 
success over its 10 years. Since 
2024, 10 people moved out of 
Hope Terrace and into fully 
independent housing thanks 
to the skills Hope Terrace’s 
programs helped them build. 
Upwards of 88 per cent of the 
people living at Hope Terrace 
are shopping for groceries and 

cooking meals without help 
from support workers, a key 
skill on the journey to living 
independently. And these are 
only a couple of the stats that 
show this model of supportive 
housing is successful.

In 2026, Bissell Centre opened 
its next supportive housing 
house, Den of Willows in the 
Delton neighbourhood. In 
addition to 24/7 wraparound 
supports for its five residents, 
the goal of Den of Willows is to 
help people with FASD on their 
recovery journeys in a living 
situation that supports their 
sobriety. Staff at the supportive 
recovery housing site support 
the residents with life-skills 
development, employment 
readiness, cultural connection, 
and referrals to health and 
community services.   

“I find that being here in a place 
that offers these supports, it 
helps to regulate everything, 
both from my schedule to my 
own anxieties to anything that 
I end up needing help with,” 
said former Hope Terrace and 
current Den of Willows resident 
Chance Goddard.  

“Both the staff, as well as the 
other residents, they’re all 
very open and very good about 
providing that assistance and 
that support to each other.”  

For Bissell Centre, this 
is only the start of their 
impact on affordable and 
accessible housing for people 
experiencing barriers to 
their housing stability. The 
organization is looking for 
opportunities to expand 
housing solutions across the 
city - working to help people 
break down barriers and 
establish stability.

To learn more about Bissell 
Centre’s approach to supportive 
housing, visit bissellcentre.
org. And make sure to follow 
Bissell Centre and Homeward 
Trust for more information 
about Housing Month. 

Information submitted by Bissell 
Centre.

Friends,

As we transition from fall to win-
ter and the temperatures are drop-
ping, I would like to again raise an 
issue that impacts our communi-
ties of Boyle Street and McCauley 
so acutely: housing. It’s an issue not 
just critically important to me as 
your local MLA, but also as the Of-
ficial Opposition Shadow Minister 
for Housing.

At the time of writing this, there are 
nearly 4,000 Edmontonians with-
out housing. When I was elected 
as an MLA in 2019, and the UCP 
formed government, that num-
ber was 1,200. This is a staggering 
threefold increase. Tragically, we’ve 
also seen record numbers of deaths 
and amputations of unhoused 
community members. 

We say that housing is a fundamen-
tal human right, and if we truly be-
lieve this statement, we should be 
alarmed at the breadth of failure on 
this issue. 

While I cannot direct government 
policy as an opposition MLA, my 
commitment to you is that I won’t 
stop fighting for evidence-based so-
lutions. 

Solutions such as increased fund-
ing for permanent supportive hous-
ing. Right here in our community, 
services like Ambrose Place from 
Niginan Housing provide Indige-
nous-led, culturally safe, supportive 
housing that has been successful 
in achieving permanency for our 
unhoused neighbours. Research 
shows that programming like 
this dramatically reduces chronic 
homelessness, hospital admissions, 
and addiction and mental health 
related emergencies.

Solutions such as investment 
in critical health care and harm 

reduction services that help people 
remain housed and stop the cycle of 
poverty. Programs like Pregnancy 
Pathways offered by Radius 
Health, which provides support 
to pregnant women experiencing 
homelessness and have drastically 
reduced the number of infants 
being taken into care. 

Solutions such as restrictions on 
rent increases and better renter pro-
tections to help prevent houseless-
ness from occurring. In 2023, I pro-
posed Bill 205, which would have 
mandated temporary rent caps 
to give breathing room to renters 
who’d experienced skyrocketing 
rent increases – some as high as 50, 
60, even 80%! Not only did the UCP 
refuse to support my bill, they also 
would not consider other solutions, 
like increasing the number of rent 
subsidies or making the targeted 
investments needed to build and 
maintain affordable housing. 

I remain unwavering in my com-
mitment to keep fighting for bet-
ter. And I remain resolute because 
amidst the housing crisis and dire 
statistics, I understand these aren’t 
just numbers. These are humans - 
they are neighbours, family, friends, 
and they deserve dignity, safety, and 
respect just like any other Alber-
tan. We know the solutions; we just 
need a government with a will to 
implement them. 

As always, I want to hear from you. 
Please reach out anytime.

Take good care of yourselves and 
each other.

Janis Irwin, MLA for 
Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood

Email: 
Edmonton.HighlandsNorwood
@assembly.ab.ca

Phone: 780-414-0682

MLA UPDATE

Revisiting Housing Concerns
JANIS IRWIN

Bissell Centre’s 
Approach to 
Supportive 
Housing

The band Evil Monkeys of Doom performs outside Earth’s Refillery Coop on 
July 18th as part of the “Neutral Ground” pop-up concert series in areas of 
high foot traffic in the community. Paula E. Kirman

Music on Neutral Ground
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Janis Irwin
EDMONTON-HIGHLANDS-NORWOOD
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More than a grocery store! 
EDMONTON     |     CALGARY     |    SHERWOOD PARK

Lindsay Bueckert  is a local artist 
and filmmaker, astrophotographer, 
and quiet virtuoso. When she 
was 19 she moved to Little Italy 
from Saskatchewan and kept her 
connection to the Boyle Street 
and McCauley neighbourhoods 
playing music professionally and 
jamming with friends all around 
the area. She has played on the 
Heart of the City stage, and at this 
year’s jam and she captured the 
spirit of HOTC on camera. 
 
“I like to call those types of gigs 
‘fun patrol,’ because I’m basically 
going around finding people 
having fun, capturing them on 
camera and then giving the vibe 
of the festival,” she says. These 
moments edited together tell a 
story of how the festival creates 
community and a sense of 
belonging. 

Bueckert’s films are mostly music 
related and she strives to let 
the subject speak for itself. “I’m 
always trying to look into things 
and try to find what the subject is,” 
she says about her work. “I don’t 

want to force the subject into any 
kind of box. I want them to show 
me who they are.” 

In 2020, when COVID-19 forced the 
cancellation of gigs, Bueckert started 
experimenting with film. “I bought a 
camera, started making some small 
music videos with some friends of 
mine, and then I eventually decided 
to go to NAIT.”

One of Bueckert’s assignments at 
NAIT was to make a documentary 
film. Her subject was Wayne 
Jackson, an accomplished singer-
songwriter and nêhiyaw language 
speaker and teacher. “I had a month 
to figure out who this guy was. But 
we were also in [the] studio; it was 
a studio documentary because he 
hired me to be his session player for 
[a] full Cree language album.” The 
short film, The Making of Where the 
Elders Dwelt, captures Jackson and 
his devotion to uplifting the profile 
of the Cree language.

When Bueckert plays music she 
doesn’t like to pigeonhole herself. “I 
play a bit of everything. I play a lot of 
country, I like to play funk and soul, 
but I love folk music. I played in punk 
bands when I was younger.” She has 

played too many shows to count at 
The Aviary, a music venue right next 
to McCauley, and still gigs around 
Edmonton with her bass guitar. 

Her music career started as a child 
with the flute and eventually her 
parents bought her a guitar. When 
she moved to Edmonton she 
started playing basement shows 

with other musicians. “Eventually 
we got to a point in the band where 
there were five guitar players and 
nobody played bass. I was like, 
‘Well, I guess I’ll buy a bass.’ So I 
just bought a bass and that’s how I 
started playing.”

Bueckert won’t wax poetic about 
her work. She keeps it simple: “I 
like to make art. My whole goal 
in life is just to make art.” She is 
currently experimenting with 
astrophotography. “We’ve taken 
pictures of galaxies and some 
nebulas. Weird stars, stuff like 
that. There’s one we got a couple 
of years ago, the Fireworks Galaxy. 
That was really neat. One of the 
best ones we got.”

Bueckert continues to play music 
while filming, editing, writing, 
and producing. “It’s coming out of 
a few hard years; COVID’s made it 
hard for everyone. To keep going, 
we need to keep doing it and not lose 
these traditions.”

Rachael Roberts is a board member 
with the Heart of the City Festival and 
Boyle McCauley News. She is a mother, 
a teacher, and a lifelong Edmontonian 
who loves this community. 

Lindsay Bueckert: Keeping it Simple
RACHAEL ROBERTS

“My whole goal in life is just to make art.”

Lindsay Bueckert. Erin Walker

HEART OF THE CITY FESTIVAL SOCIETY ARTIST PROFILE SERIES


