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McCauley
Landmark
Transforms
Renovation of the former Blue Cross Animal Hospital is helping to rebuild lives.
phil o’hara

“You’re the teacher!”
“No, you’re the teacher!”
This is an ongoing joke between Lenny, Mazen, and Jousef as they take
turns being the apprentice and being
the teacher. They’re working together
on the renovation of the former Blue
Cross Animal Hospital at 97 Street and
111 Avenue.
McCauley resident Anna Bubel (along
with two other business partners) is
reviving the building which was built
in 1948. Late last year she bought the
building when she learned the hospital was relocating into a new multi-use
complex six blocks east.
“We are three McCauley residents with
limited time and money. We wanted to
save an historic building and give it
new life.”
As a private developer, Anna has
worked on a dozen housing and office
projects in McCauley.
What makes this project extra special
is that it’s a social enterprise – Anna is
intentionally hiring people who need
a hand up. She’s taking chances with
people that employers usually don’t
hire and it’s paid off – for her and for
them.
“We’ve been very pleasantly surprised
at the high level of skills of the workers
we’ve hired. That’s been a plus because
what’s driving this is the social mission – this isn’t about making money.”
Last January, Lenny, age 48, heard
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From left: Anna Bubel, Jousef, Geoff John-West, and Mazen. Supplied

through the Bissell Centre that Anna
was looking for workers. He was in
a self-described “pawn-shop cycle,”
pawning his possessions to pay his
bills between temporary jobs.
“Anna, like, gives people a chance, and
that allows us to put our best foot forward,” Lenny explains.
For Lenny, the best part is training other people.
“It feels good helping other people,
teaching them some stuff I‘ve picked
up.”
Originally from Syria, Mazen, age 47,
came to Canada earlier this year with
his wife and three sons. For the past
five years they had been living in a refugee camp in Jordan.
Mazen struggles to find the words in

meet the new
mccauley
community league
board

“

We’re sure you’ll
recognize some of these
faces and names from
around the community.
PAGE 3

English to explain how fortunate he
feels.
Jousef, age 31, a Palestinian who’s also
working on the project, translates for
me. He speaks excellent English as he
went to an English language school in
Gaza and has two university degrees –
in nursing and teaching.
He explains that Mazen has 30 years of
experience working with stone. Since
March he’s been using his artistry to
transform the interior of the building.
So often life is about connection and
good luck.
Anna frequently hires former McCauley resident Geoff John-West
to work on her housing projects.
Geoff and his wife, Liz, are members of the Calvary Baptist Church

Dining Out

“

The service here is
nothing short of gracious.
And the food, once ordered,
appears lightning fast.
PAGE 11

congregation, which has sponsored two refugee families from
Syria.
One of the families is Mazen’s and
Geoff introduced him to Anna.
Jousef proudly shows me photos
on his phone of his wife and two
sons and 10 members of his extended family living in Gaza. He
sends as much money back home
as he can. It may be years before
the family is reunited in Canada.
Still, he feels very lucky.
“I like working with Anna so much.
She’s very nice woman” Jousef
says. “She likes to help people to
get a job and live with dignity.”
Phil lives in McCauley.

bscl update
Please remember that
“
BSCL memberships are

free for this and next year
(membership year goes
from September through
August, and that members
get free or reduced rates
on many programs.
PAGE 14
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McCauley Musings
The neighbourhoods of Boyle
Street and McCauley are rich in
volunteer community groups
and organizations. Even in cases
where there are staff members,
volunteers lead and drive these
initiatives, which often have
shoestring budgets.

Volunteerism is important for

Volunteers need encouragement
and support. They are among the
community’s most valuable resources - people who give their
time and skills. It can be easy to
point out where things fall short,
but it takes only a few moments
in an email or verbally to tell volunteers how much their efforts
are appreciated. I know that I
am talking mostly to people who
“get it,” because just about everyone I know in the area volunteers
for something! Thank you for all
that you do to make this community better.

Boyle McCauley News is a non-profit newspaper published ten times yearly by the Boyle Street
McCauley Community Newspaper Society. The Society is made up of the people who live and
work in the Boyle Street and McCauley neighbourhoods.
Opinions expressed in the newspaper are not necessarily those of the Board of Directors. Any
submissions may be subject to editing for length and suitability.
Advertisements from political parties and politicians are paid for. Boyle McCauley News does
not support or endorse any political party or viewpoint.
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Gary Garrison, John Gee, Jim Gurnett, Karen Matthews, Ian Young

Editor’s Notes
Welcome to our Summer issue!
We’ve got lots of community
news and events covered within
our pages, as always thanks to
our magnificent volunteers.
Our September issue is going to
reflect an editorial change. Instead of having a theme, submissions are open to any topic
relating to the Boyle Street and
McCauley neighbourhoods. This
will, of course, include coverage
of community news and events,
but also opinions on social issues, commentary on current

events, poetry, and maybe even a
cartoon. We also encourage submissions by people who reflect
the cultural diversity of the area.
Specific submission information
is below under “Our Next Issue.”
If you have any questions, feel
free to get in touch with me at editor@bmcnews.org.
Do you want to revisit a previous
issue? Are you doing research
on the area? Visit our website at
bmcnews.org. We have our back
issues digitized and searchable.
You can also find us on Facebook
and Twitter (@bmcnews) as well
as Instagram (@bmcviews). Have
a great summer!

Letters to the Editor

Our Next Issue. . .
4

Boyle McCauley News happens to
be one such organization. We get
a lot of feedback, not only about
our own work, but about the
various events and community
organizations in the area, even
though we’re not connected with
most of them (apart from reporting on their activities).

any community, and needs to be
encouraged. This is why criticism needs to be constructive.
People need to hear what they are
doing right - not only their mistakes. Of course, mistakes need
to be addressed and apologies or
corrections given when necessary. However, there also needs
to be the realization that nothing
ever goes smoothly or error-free,
especially in volunteer organizations.

Paula E. Kirman • BMC News Staff

csshfhccc

Appreciating Our Volunteers

Our next issue is September.
Articles and photos concerning
community news, events, and
opinions are welcome. We also
encourage submissions of poetry, and cartoons (in JPG or PDF
format). Deadline: August 12.
Send submissions to: editor@
bmcnews.org. Articles should
be 400 words or less and accompanied by photographs (JPG, in
high resolution) when possible.

Do you want to respond to
something that you read in these
pages or that is going on in the
community? Share your thoughts
with a Letter to the Editor. Send
your letters to editor@bmcnews.
org. Letters should be no longer
than 300 words, and may be edited
for length or clarity. Publication is
not guaranteed. The deadline for
letters is the same as other content:
the 12th of the month.

Boyle Street
and McCauley
Crime and
Safety Numbers

The board may be contacted at board@bmcnews.org
OFFICE STAFF
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Meet the New MCL Board Members

As mentioned last month, we held
our AGM in April and at that time
the League membership elected four
new members to sit on the McCauley Community League board. We
thought it might be nice for you to
meet them. We’re sure you’ll recognize some of these faces and names
from around the community. So
when you see them, say hi.
Lily Mounma

committee. On top of that, I have
applied for Revitalization grants to
start a McCauley Families project.
My biggest hope in the project is creating a strong bond between the kids
and parents of McCauley in making
our community safe. I am hoping to
start the first event in the next few
weeks.

As I have recently sold the restaurant
on 95 Street, it gives me the opportunity to put more time and effort
into planning. McCauley is filled
with such amazing people and we
are proud to live here. Meeting such
neighbours in the last few years has
given me so much hope that we are
a great community. I hope to make a
difference in helping us all shine.

husband. I am the designer and he is
the renovator. We also work with the
neighbourhood co-op program renovating their houses. I started getting
more involved with McCauley events
last summer with the community
garage sale. I’ve realized it’s time to
get more involved, so here I am. I’m
looking forward to working closely
with others in the community and to
make a difference.
Todd Homan

Jordynn Vis

I am a mother of two. My daughter
is 11 and my son is nine. I have lived
in McCauley as a resident now for 18
years and also my grandma has lived
here for the past 10 years. My family has had a couple of businesses in
the community, previously Viphalay
Laos and Thai Restaurant for 11 years
on the corner of 107a Avenue and 95
Street as one of them. The restaurant
is now owned by my uncle and is
called Noi Thai Restaurant. My aunt
also owns Myocare (medical Thai
massage) spa right beside the Mini
Mart. We love McCauley. Having a
business has created my need to help
the community grow and really meet
the people and businesses of McCauley. In the past couple of years I
have joined McCauley Revitalization
and am now chair of the Celebration

My husband bought our house in
McCauley, not for the neighbourhood, but for the home and the items
on his wish list. We’ve been here for
three years now and we’ve grown to
love not just our house, but the McCauley community as well! We love
our neighbours and not many others
would keep such a close eye on our
home like they do. I work with my

Hallelujah Garage
Sale: July 7

Performers announced for this fun, family event.

Editor’s Note: The date of the Hallelujah Garage Sale was incorrectly stated in the headline of the article that appeared in our previous
issue. The correct date, which was
in the article itself, is July 7. We
apologize for any confusion this may
have caused.
The event will be taking place from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Church Street (96
Street) between 106 Avenue and 111
Avenue. It will feature a lot of fun activities.
Juno award nominee and gold record
winner Earl Pereira of the funk reggae

band The Steadies and formerly of Canadian rock band Wide Mouth Mason
will be doing an acoustic set from 11-1
at the garage sale. Also performing will
be the First Nations Women’s based
group, The Bearhead Sisters, who will
provide a very moving performance of
traditional music. Jay Kuchinsky will
also be getting our feet moving with
some lively fiddle music.

Linn Cardinal

Todd has lived in McCauley for 13
years and works in Redwater. He and
his wife Lindsay like the central location, the restaurants, and the people.
He wanted to become more involved,
so joining the League board seemed
like a good way to dive right in. His
hopes are for a safe, vibrant neighbourhood where neighbours know
one another, have fun together, and
look out for one another. You can
often see Todd and his wife walking Gordon (Gordie) their Mastiff
around the neighbourhood. Todd is
also an exceptional photographer
with a creative interest in digital editing. We might even see him teaching a course later this year with a bit
of encouragement.

A born and raised Albertan, I just
moved back to the province last
summer after spending a number
of years on the coast. I am currently
working as an Executive Assistant
at U of A but have worked as a Project/Event Manager for many years.
When it came to buying a home in
Edmonton, my husband and I spent
a lot of time looking at many communities. When we looked at McCauley, we instantly loved the diversity, the history, the proximity to
downtown, and the Italian Centre
(especially the gelato!). So, we purchased our home here. I believe city
centres and the historic neighbourhoods surrounding them should be
the heart of a city. I want to continue
the work of revitalizing this beautiful neighbourhood, making it a
safe, inviting place for families and
businesses. McCauley truly is a gem
and holds so much potential. I would
love to be of service to our community and help make the neighbourhood the safe and celebrated place it
should be.

Information and photos provided by the McCauley Community
League.

Raffle: Win a Trip to Vegas!
COLLEEN CHAPMAN • BMC News Staff

Boyle McCauley News will be 40
years old in 2019 - and we have
decided to celebrate by fundraising!

We are
beginning
early with
our first of
three raffles:
a trip for two
to Las Vegas!

For more information, contact Stephanie at (780) 224-3699 or stephanie@ It includes a hotel stay of three nights
and four days, and tickets to a show spreggles.com.
Cirque du Soleil or Celine Dion, or your
Information provided by Stephanie preference (within reason). There are
only 1,000 tickets being sold, at $10/
Lane.

ticket! They will be purchased online.
Just send your number of tickets wanted
to editor@bmcnews.org. Paula will take
your order and send your tickets as soon
as we are set up to receive your e-transfer. If you are unable to purchase online,
contact Paula and we can make arrangements!

We will draw for the trip to Vegas on
September 3, 2018 in Caboto Park during
the EDLC Labour Day BBQ. The next two
raffles will be a trip for two to Italy to be
drawn on March 9, 2019, and a trip for
two to the Far East, to be drawn in November, 2019. Tickets for each one will
be on sale after the draw for the previous
raffle.
Tickets are going fast, as we opened up
sales to our volunteers and advertisers
first (thank you volunteers and advertisers!) so get yours as soon as you can!
Good luck!

4

Boyle McCauley News July & August 2018

Inner City Rec Update
Rebecca Kaiser
Rylan Kafara
& Mike SieK

Inner City Recreation
& Wellness Program

munity members to join us in harvesting food for Edmonton’s Food Bank.
Sluggers
The Inner City Sluggers are having one
of the best seasons they have had in a
long time. Not in terms of wins but
in terms of playing an awesome defense and getting more runs in a game
then they have in the total of previous
seasons! The best part of this is seeing them playing to have fun and be
among their peers, and not focussing
just on winning.

Garden Crawls
in McCauley
Second Tuesday evening ever y month
through September.

Pet Food Bank
The Inner City Pet Food Bank is excited and proud to be a part of this year’s
Muttstock Festival, a gathering of rescues, live music and dog lovers! This is
a free event with loads of fun activities
for all ages on July 7 at Eastwood Park,
11803-86 Street. This year, Muttstock
has chosen us as the recipient of all pet
food donated at the festival. For more
information check out facebook.com/
muttstock.
Leroy Walter Steven Paquette. Rebecca Kaiser

Hockey/Sportsmanship Award
The June sportsmanship award went
to Leroy Walter Steven Paquette. Leroy has been attending programming
on and off for several years and has
grown in his ability to communicate
with others and play fair and clean at
programs.
Soccer
Drop-in soccer has been going awesome. We have had some challenges
this outdoor season with extreme heat
and other weather conditions, so we
have been switching between the outdoor field by Sacred Heart Church and
the Boyle Street Plaza gym! If it’s rainy
when you get to the field, look for us
indoors instead.
Lady Flower Garden
We continue to to head out to Lady
Flower Garden every Wednesday, departing from Bissell Centre at 1:00
p.m. and will continue throughout the
summer. We usually have lots of seats
left in our van and welcome all com-

Street Prints
After weeks of anticipation, the Street
Prints crew finally had some much
needed art creation session time in the
newly renovated Bissell Centre. The
artists shared stories and techniques
as they each worked on their own artwork in preparation for the upcoming
sales this summer, including the 124
Street Grand Market on July 19.
Underground City
After many months of work and several delays, fits, and starts, the Underground City LP is finally available for
listening and downloading! The team
celebrated with several performances
at Heart of the City Festival last month,
and now they proudly present the recordings that were made at Boyle
Street Community Services Youth
Unit and CJSR Studios. Check out the
recordings at undergroundcityyeg.
bandcamp.com.
Rylan Kafara is the Program Lead, Inner
City Recreation and Wellness Program.
Mike Siek and Rebecca Kaiser are Program Coordinators with ICRWP.

Portrait of a Caterpillar

Gord Currie is an Ambrose Place resident who has taken up photography to cope
with the challenges in his life. Here is an example of his work. He says that he
has gone from “poverty to photography” and gives credit for this photo “to the
caterpillar for being a good subject.” Gord Currie

Residents explore a neighbourhood garden during the June 12 McCauley Garden
Crawl. Dustin Bajer
joanne mcneal

Come see and learn about what your
neighbours have done with their
yards. We will meet at the fountain
of Giovanni Caboto Park at 6:30 p.m.,
and then walk together to several
yards where each resident gardener will talk briefly about their yard,
what is growing well, and how they
maintain their garden. Each month
we will explore a different area of
McCauley, and meet resident gardeners. It’s a great way to meet and learn
from your neighbours.
We began on Tuesday, June 12. From
Caboto Park we walked together
northeast to the Friendship Garden
by the Boys and Girls Club, where
we learned from neighbours about
how it was created, who maintains it,
and what its future will be. Then we
walked to homes of three nearby residents to spend a about a half-hour
looking at and discussing various aspects of each garden.
We first visited my front yard on 110
Avenue. I talked about learning from
my mistakes. When I bought my 1910
house 12 years ago, my yard had been
used as a parking lot for 25 years, so
it had nothing living in it. The soil
was hard and had gravel, rocks, and
spots of oil and gas from the vehicles that parked there, so there are
certain places where nothing wants
to grow. I also realized that I planted some trees and shrubs too close
together, so as they mature, some of
them die out from the competition.
I made a map of my yard to show
neighbours which trees and shrubs
have survived and grown well, and
which have suffered from the com-

petition. I also talked about making
my first batch of cherry cordial, and
first compost.
Then we walked up the alley a bit to
the home of a fairly new resident on
109A Avenue, who has bees. Bees
are essential to plants in pollinating crops and flowers. Andy talked
about the bees and helped us understand how they behave, and what
they need to survive. Andy is new to
gardening, so he wants to learn from
other neighbours too.
Lastly, we walked up the block to the
yard of Joe and Karen Simons on 110
Avenue. Joe has been grafting fruit
trees, and they have other unusual
aspects to their garden areas. Their
yard too had nothing in it when they
began in 2002. They have made a
beautiful front fence “hedge” of
Kiwi plants that actually bear fruit,
and have also been making cider
and wine out of various fruit crops.
Now stocked with perennial flowers,
berry bushes, various veggies, and
purple potatoes, their home is like
a low maintenance urban farm. We
sampled last year’s cherries and cider, only some of the produce which
they are now freezing. They prefer
to freeze produce rather than use
time consuming canning techniques
and explained that they would like
to incorporate some permaculture
techniques in the yard to help retain
moisture.
If you would like to participate, or
share the challenges of your yard,
get in touch with Dustin Bajer at the
website he has created: CultivateMcCauley.ca. You can register for future
crawls through the site as well.
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Harbin Gate Memories

Jordan Tomnuk

anita jenkins

Many of us who live in Boyle Street
don’t have a back yard. If we want
to have a picnic, we go out on a balcony or pack up a meal and take it
to a nearby public park.
Are we overlooking another option? The spectacular community
table in the Boyle Street Plaza (9538
– 103A Avenue) can seat large and
small groups, and it is a work of art!
Made from the Brazilian teak and
welded steel, the table moves from
a standard height that seats 24 people, to a bar height table that seats
16. It has spaces that accommodate
wheelchairs and there is the option
of standing.
The 22-metre-long community table
was commissioned in 2013 as part
of the Boyle Renaissance Project.
Jordan Tomnuk, just recently graduated from the University of Alberta’s Bachelor of Design program,
responded to a request for “public
seating that promoted public engagement,” and his proposal won.
The Edmonton Arts Council state-

ment on this work of public art says,
“With durability in mind as well as
beauty, Tomnuk chose the materials for their ability to withstand Edmonton’s changeable weather. He
expects the table could last for up
to 100 years and that normal wear
and tear will just add a patina.”
“It was a fun project,” Tomnuk
says. He remembers that many
people stopped to talk while he was
constructing the table. There were
admirers, he says, but also the inevitable comments about how taxpayers’ money is being wasted on
public art*.

Memories written about the Harbin Gate hang on the fence where it was removed
for Valley Line LRT construction. Paula E. Kirman

Graffiti Artists at Work

To learn more about Tomnuk’s art
and local business, go to tomnuk.
com.
*The Percent for Art Program allocates one per cent of the eligible
construction budget of any publicly accessible municipal project for
the acquisition of art. The Edmonton Arts Council directs the program.
Anita Jenkins is a retired writer and
editor who lives in Boyle Street.

New Community Space at Bissell Centre
Graffiti artists made original creations during Hip Hop in the Park on May 26 at
Boyle Street Plaza. Paula E. Kirman

Ryan Arcand presents Gary St. Amand, CEO of Bissell Centre, an eagle staff at the
grand opening of Bissell Centre’s new community space in its west building, on June
11. The drop-in has improved access to basic needs and support services. Paula E. Kirman
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Our McCauley at Heart of the City
sheryle carlson

“I will open my mind and listen more
to people who don’t have a voice.”
“Bless our ancestors, our past, and
our children, our future!” “Try to
live in another’s culture. Be kind to
all.” “We all wear masks. Let’s take
off those masks. To be ourselves. To
love one another.” “Love is learning. Learn to love.” “Respect Mother
Earth. Love her and care for her.”
These are just a small sampling of
the intentions, thoughts, and actions we asked Heart of the City
festival-goers to share in creating

an intercultural world of love and
understanding, and contributing to
eliminating racism.

Throughout the weekend, Our McCauley was honoured to join the
festival this year in bringing Indigenous and Intercultural knowledge
sharing through the raising of a teepee (courtesy of RISE), Indigenous
workshops, and demonstrations.
In the teepee, Indigenous cultural
facilitator Janet Paskemin offered
smudging, traditional medicine
teachings, singing and drumming,
conversations on reconciliation, and

Summer
Block
Parties
rosalie gelderman
Abundant Community McCauley

It’s summertime and the livin’ is
easy. We’re out more - walking, biking, playing in the park, going to festivals, or getting out of the city if we
have the opportunity.
I go camping with my family at Lesser Slave Lake every summer. We park
ourselves on the beach where we
read, swim, paddle, and play games.
My brother goes fishing and the little
ones build sand castles. A fire gets lit
after yet another glorious sunset, the
guitar and mandolin come out . . .
ah, I’m looking forward to it already!
As you’re out and about this summer
in your garden, the playground, or
shopping at a local business, it’s also
the time to greet your neighbours,
catch up with their summer plans,
and wish them well. “Hello, how are
you?’’ goes a long way!
Last month, Joanne shared her story
of her block party and I suggested
you too could host a party, however
large or small. The City of Edmonton
has a great how-to guide to organizing block parties. They list top 10
reasons to have a block party:
•
To have fun – no excuses or reasons are needed to celebrate.
•
To provide an opportunity to
know your neighbours and where
they live.
•
To establish friendships.
•
To increase that sense of belonging to a community.
•
To meet neighbours on your
block that might be able to help you
with a gardening problem, or lend

ring toss games for the kids. We ate
bannock and had a bannock making
workshop with Constance Paskemin
and her daughters, a Nehiyaw (Cree)
language workshop with Reuben
Quinn, drum-making and story-telling with Chubby Cree, and a Dream
Catcher workshop with Aaron Lee.
Our two days were filled with stories
shared, healing, learning, and developing deeper understandings of Indigenous cultures and history here
in Treaty 6 and all of Turtle Island.
Thank you to all who participated!
Sunday, July 15 (1-4 p.m.), will be

our fourth Intercultural Gathering
where we will be showcasing Chinese and Indigenous histories (including shared histories) through
ceremony, talk, photo exhibits, art,
and dance.
If you are interested in attending the
monthly gatherings, sharing a skill,
or have ideas for workshops, please
contact ourmccauley@gmail.com
and keep updated via www.facebook.
com/ourmccauley. All are welcome!
Photos from Our McCauley’s presence at Heart of the City are included
in our HOTC centrespread feature.

Festival Food on a Budget
yovella M.

you that needed ingredient for your
recipe.
•
To encourage neighbours to
look after the neighbourhood.
•
To help with safety/crime prevention by knowing who lives where
and who does not.
•
To learn a little about each other
and know who might need a little extra help from time to time.
•
To increase security by knowing
each other’s schedules.
•
To develop an opportunity to
meet some of the old time neighbours and learn about your community history.
Closing off the street or back alley
requires a permit from the City. Although the permit is free, it does
require signatures from your neighbours to show support for the event,
whether or not they plan to attend.
It’s a good excuse to meet your
neighbours and I can help if you are
interested! Two weeks’ notice is what
the City needs so they can bring the
road barriers.
You can use the community league’s
Block Party Kit and apply for a Revitalization Small Sparks grants of
$250. If this sounds too complicated,
start small – host a pop-up party in
your back yard for a few neighbours.
Another way to meet neighbours is
to attend an event organized by others! The McCauley Garden Crawls,
the Intercultural Gatherings or the
Family Activities being held on Sundays at the Edmonton Intercultural
Centre, the Hallelujah Garage Sale
on July 7 – lots of events in the ‘hood.
To find out more, email me at abundantcommunitymccauley@gmail.
com. Have fun this summer!

Summer is finally here, and in Edmonton that means festival time!
After spending the majority of
the year covered in dark skies and
snow, Edmonton organizations
know how to get us out of the
house and outside for a variety of
festivals and events.
Some of the events in the city are
free, while others cost more than
some can afford. Thankfully, there
is something for every budget. One
of the joys of attending outdoor
events is the food. Food vendors
can be found offering familiar fare
and new fusion inspired items to
taste.
Not everyone can afford to purchase food at outdoor events, and
if you fall into that category here
are some ways that you can attend
free outdoor events without going
hungry and missing out on the
fun:
•
Bring your own water bottle.
Something small and portable is
best and can always be refilled
wherever you are.
•
Packages of nuts and trail mix,
granola bars. The proteins in the
nuts will help keep you full for longer.
•
Simple sandwiches. Keep the
sandwiches simple and easy to
pack in a bag, such as ham and
cheese with lettuce, peanut butter
and jam, and cheese and butter.
Try to avoid making sandwiches
that will become soggy or messy.
•
Fresh fruit. After washing and
thoroughly drying, fruits can be
placed in plastic sandwich bags or
small, light, easy to pack containers. Grapes, strawberries, sliced
bell peppers, carrots, celery sticks,
and melons are some of the easiest
to carry and are filling.
•
If you are bringing along children, packing a lunch bag with
items familiar to them is easiest,

along with a refillable water bottle
and juice boxes.
It’s a good idea to bring along
disposable wipes and moist towelettes for using before eating and
to clean your hands afterwards instead of waiting in a long lineup to
wash your hands in a bathroom.
When your budget is tight, another way to save money on food
costs at free outdoor events is to
pick only one or two items that
you really enjoy or only get to
have at festivals. For instance, if
you eat pierogies regularly then
you might want to skip purchasing some and instead find an
item you rarely get to enjoy year
round.
Share food tickets and food with
your friends. This will allow you
to try different items and save on
the cost.
Avoid alcohol. Like bottled water
and pop, alcohol tends to be higher priced at events. Your best bet
is to stick with purchasing food
instead of beverages.
For those of you who have no
financial constraints, don’t be
hesitant to be adventurous with
your food choices. Festivals are
a great time to try new foods and
flavours. If there are items you’ve
been curious about but didn’t
want to take that risk at a restaurant, the small portions served
at events make for a good opportunity to try something without
wasting food. The multicultural
population of Edmonton means
there are usually a variety of ethnic food options available. Events
are a great time to sample dishes
from around the world and right
here in Edmonton.
Yovella is a former resident of McCauley who still works and volunteers in the area.
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Edmonton
Chinatown
Walking Tours

Group photo from a past Edmonton Chinatown Walking Tour. Sharon Yeo
anita jenkins

Last summer, the Edmonton Chinese community established a pilot
walking tour project to help people
learn more about Edmonton’s two
Chinatowns. The response was much
greater than organizers expected.
“It was a complete success!” says
Sunny Bong. “And this year, we are
very lucky to have a summer student
to help enhance and provide the
tour.”
So mark your calendars for the 2018
tours, which will take place every
second Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. through September, starting at the Shaw Conference Centre.

The remaining dates are July 8, July
22, August 12, August 26, September 9, September 16, and September
23. To register for a free tour, go to
eventbrite.ca and search for “Edmonton Chinatown Tour.”
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C’mon Festival Explores
Musical Roots
The theme of the 2018 C’mon (Chamber music old & new) Festival is the
exploration of musical roots. It will
celebrate its own beginnings as an
Edmonton Fringe BYOV, and delve
into non-western musical traditions.
Now in its sixth year, the mission of
this summer festival of “adventurous
classical music” is to draw more diverse audiences to the art-form. The
festival’s atmosphere is casual and
the programming is eclectic. It takes
place July 13 - 15 at Studio 96.
The festival has used various forms
of collaboration to reach out to new
audiences since it began. The concert
on July 15 features a cross-cultural exchange between the musicians of the
festival’s resident seven-piece C’mon
Ensemble and classical Indian musicians, vocalist Shruti Nair and tabla
player Prasanth Josp. On the same
program is a premiere from young
Edmonton composer, Geoff Li. In
this new work, commissioned by the
C’mon Festival, he was inspired by Korean and Chinese folk music, and his
upbringing steeped in classical and
jazz music.
The C’mon Festival welcomes Edmonton-born violinist/composer Alissa Cheung as guest artist. A former
member of the Edmonton Symphony

Orchestra (ESO), Alissa has gone on to
an international career with the Montreal-based Bozzini Quartet. She has
written a new work for electronics that
will premiere at the July 14 concert.
She will also be featured as a soloist in
music by Wieniawski, Ana Sokolovic
and Pulitzer Prize-winner David Lang.
In the opening concert on July 13, the
festival will return to its own roots
with Igor Stravinsky’s Suite from The
Soldier’s Tale. Performing this masterpiece from the early twentieth
century in 2013 inspired artistic director Kathryn Macintosh to create
the annual festival. A veteran trombonist with the ESO, she feels that
“the smaller, more intimate scale of
chamber music is the perfect vehicle
for connecting with people who may
not have had exposure to classical
music. I like to surprise them with
how provocative, fun and emotionally rewarding this kind of music can
be.”
The C’mon Festival returns to Studio
96 (10909 96 Street) in the historic
neighbourhood of McCauley. The
concerts on July 13 and 14 are at 8
pm, and July 15 at 3 p.m. Admission
is by donation.
Information submitted by the C’mon Festival.

The tour guides will invite you to visit a few of the businesses. And, they
will talk about the history of Edmonton’s two Chinatowns and current
development pressures. For example, construction of the Valley Line
LRT is having a significant effect on
Chinatown South.
Private tours for groups of 10-12 people can also be arranged. For more
information, email edmontonchinatowntours@gmail.com.

A Garden Feast
Snap and crunch a backyard carrot,
the luscious, brittle flavour of summer sun,
of thunderstorms that gush fresh Pacific water
30,000 feet down and split the sky wide open
with jagged daggers of electric flash.
Crush and grind the orange cellulose
between molars and tongue sweet carotene
as if licking a large lollipop at a country fair.
Swallow the knowledge that you planted,
tilled, and midwifed this crisp son of the soil.
- Gary Garrison
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Shining Stars at Heart of the City

Artists, mentors, volunteers, and attendees made the festival extra special.
charity slobod

My stars. I’m still seeing them
whenever I close my eyes - all the
shining “stars” who made Heart
of the City (HOTC) 2018: “Knowledge sharing and growth” an immense success!
On June 2 and 3 in Giovanni
Caboto Park, HOTC showcased a
multitude of bright and radiantly
talented stars. To aid to this twinkling momentum, I’d like to take
the “star analogy” a bit further.
To start, our T Tauri stars - a star
in formation and evolution - are
akin to all the mentees involved
with the festival. They are individuals and young community leaders like Miroslava Silva and George
Zhang who led the CreArt Youth
Stage and played from their hearts
on the Main Stage Sunday with
their mentors. Their unique brilliance and organization was outstanding, and it is truly inspiring
to see these young steadfast youth
take such responsibility on their
shoulders with such vision and
grace.
This also transpired with mentees
such as the mother-daughter duo,
Wendy Gregson and Renee McLachlan, spoken word artist Nadia
Sadiq, and HOTC 2018 logo artist
Dana Belcourt.
Next up, are our Red Giant stars!
These are the mentors of the sky
like Bill Bourne, Paula E. Kirman,
John Guliak, Nasra Adem, Faytima Goble, and all our volunteer
shift leads. Special shout out to
Angie Lee, Shelley Hollingsworth,
Valerie Squires, Tracey Anderson, Randy Shuttleworth, Leanne
Whiting, Andy Dukkenhoffer, and
security guards extraordinaire
like Sheldon, Jim Hamilton, James
Rayfield, Phil Browatzke, Valerie
Hanc, Kaeli Campbell, Meagan
Sachs, Faye Wilson, David Molaro,
Rachael Roberts, Keith Sarsfield,
and if we forgot anybody – we
dearly thank you as well!

Our Main Sequence stars shine
so brightly due to our volunteers!
My goodness...even compared to
a torch, they sparkle so bright!
The HOTC would not be possible
without all the helping hands who
build the festival and regularly
maintain its organization.

1

The Red Dwarf stars are all the
park attendees. They are the ones
who keep the festival thriving,
pumping, and flourishing! You are
the stars that keep HOTC growing.
We always work to bring you an
event that is free, family friendly,
and moreover - always fun!
And how could we possibly have a
festival without Neutron stars? As
Supernovas, they take the festival
by storm and engage all park goers
by displaying their phenomenal
performances! You guessed it...
Neutron stars are our Heart of the
City performers - the stars on stage!
We were blown away by all the
performers, but a few “star”lights
were: The Confusionaires, Rellik/
Signal from Earth, Rebecca Lappa and The Revelry, The Seeds,
Chubby Cree, Dextress, Jet Power, Bill Bourne, Lara Yule Singh,
Karimah, Boosh and the Dip, Connexius, AT & the Mastermind, and
bedside. In addition, we had Mile
Zero Dance display their dancing
expertise in the park, Also, HipHop yoga, Saturday comedy session, and the spoken-word and art
workshops encouraged future artists in the making!
Lastly, we come to the White
Dwarf. Heart of the City recognizes the outstanding connections and awe-inspiring artistic
draws to this neighbourhood.
This type of star survives - and
pulsates largely - by facilitating
continuous individual involvement and supports the creation
to build a gleaming beacon
which will shine brightly in the
heart of this city.
Charity of the President of the
Board of Heart of the City.
9
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Janet Paskemin, the Indigenous cultural facilitator at the Our McCauley teepee. Sheryle Carlson
Stella Johnson made her solo performing debut at the CreArt Youth Stage. Paula E. Kirman

workshop at the Our McCauley teepee. Paula E. Kirman
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Birch Island. Bill Neis
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The Confusionaires. Jakki Duttenhoffer

3

Artist Dawn Marie Marchand. Paula E. Kirman

One of several interactive murals. Paula E. Kirman
6

Carol Powder of Chubby Cree led a drum

A mentorship set featuring (from left) Miroslava Silva, Paula Kirman, George Zhang, and John Guliak.

Paula and John mentored Miroslava and George, two incredible young people who ran the CreArt Youth Stage all weekend for the second year. Johnny Blackburn

9

Juno

award-winning singer/songwriter Bill Bourne (left) mentored mother/daughter duo Wendy Gregson and Renee McLachlan. Fiddler Rod Olstad (far right) joined them on stage. Jakki Duttenhoffer
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Focus
on the
Warmth
Manon Aubry

BoyleBits: A View
from Boyle Street
Summer is usually such an uplifting
season. We bask in the warmth of the
sun and spend more time outdoors.
I weed my garden and the microbes
in the soil that are supposed to boost
serotonin production do their magic.
But I notice that summer looks
different in Boyle Street than it has
the last few years. For one thing,
there are more people out pushing
grocery carts with all their worldly
possessions piled into them. I’ve
also noticed that when walking
the streets fewer people say hello.
Almost always the “cart people”
greet me, but fewer of the housed
persons reply to my “hi!”.
I wonder if the two are not related
somehow. I have generally found
the homeless to be more similar
to me than different. I know
some neighbours who post
sightings of the homeless and
warn neighbours to lock up their
goods. I’ve had a few things stolen
from my porch and it angers
me. I don’t know if the negative
reaction to increased presence of
the homeless in our midst is the
result of thefts or simply unkind
stereotyping. These homeless
people at one time congregated

Summer Sun
and Fun
ian young

Ability and
Community

outside
of
Boyle
Street
Community Services. But because
of the proximity to Rogers Place
they have been asked to move,
lest game goers be “forced” to
encounter them as though they
were to be considered lepers.
Also in my neighbourhood I see
devout Muslims walk to mosque
in unseasonably hot weather and
recognize that, during Ramadan, not
eating or drinking water from sunrise
to sunset is more challenging when
the days are so close to the Summer
Solstice.
My thoughts also turn to politics and
though I don’t follow world affairs
closely, I can’t help but feel uneasy
at the craziness of the leader of our
southern neighbour. Why I should
fret about things I cannot change
escapes me, but I worry nonetheless.
All in all, despite everything I see in
this season of discontent I am going
to focus on the good things. I will
bask in the sun which warms my
blood. I will take the opportunity to
chat with people as we meet in the
street. I will live in the moment. I will
make the best of the season.
Manon is a resident of Boyle Street and
an active volunteer in the community.
This column contains her own
opinions, and is not affiliated with the
Boyle Street Community League.

The Finest European Quality
Open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday to Saturday
Closed Sunday; considered a family day by Italian Bakery
We specialize in European breads, pastries, torta, rye,
sour dough/white sour dough bread, crusty buns and
offer a full line of fresh Italian meats and cheeses.
10 loaves
White or Brown Sliced
$13.99

Great Selection
Cheeses &
Coldcuts

Italian Sandwiches

Made Fresh Daily - Fast and tasty

4118-118 Ave.
474-2229

$2.50 and up

10644-97 St.
424-4830

“O, Sunlight! The most precious gold to
be found on Earth.”
- Roman Payne (American Author)
Summer is a feeling, a scent, a celebration, a season.
What I love is the long duration of
sunlight, waking at 5 a.m. with Mother Nature’s alarm clock (the singing
birds). I also love the summer twilight,
when the sun is below the horizon, but
its rays are scattered by Earth’s atmosphere to create the colours.

Summer is a time to relish the outdoors, festivals, street food, even a
dance in a warm rain!
Summer activities include gardening,
cycling, and a calm stroll through the
neighbourhood, which are good for
the body and mind. I look forward to
restaurant patios, the smell of barbecue, and the relaxing feeling!
Let us not forget the less fortunate.
Support is needed year round. In
summer I carry around an extra bottle of water in my backpack to hand
out.
Enjoy the beautiful season, the big
sky, and have a safe summer!

Medicine Speaker

Sharon’s poem. Sharon Pasula
sharon pasula

I submitted two poems to Word On
the Street. The first one was not rejected but came back with a comment: “In most cases, community
juries have stayed away from references to specific religions.”
Here is my original submission:
Words are medicine,
that’s what the old ones say.
That’s what the Bible says too.
But the deal is it’s up to you,
will your medicine give life or take
it away?
Initially, I wanted to either leave it
and risk the censure or withdraw it
completely. But I pondered it prayerfully. Also, I really did want to see
something literally “engraved in
stone’”(concrete in this context). So,
I did a small change and submitted
this:
Words are medicine,
that’s what the old ones say.
That’s what ancient words say too.

But the deal is it’s up to you,
will your medicine give life or take
it away?
This poem was accepted and sandblasted on the street adjacent to the
former McCauley School (now the
Edmonton Intercultural Centre), one
of three locations for the poems. I was
thrilled, of course. I actually prefer the revision.
As I took a few photos I recalled that I once
attended McCauley School in grades one
and two. Now, here were engraved words
that represent two aspects of my being.
Indigenous Elders have always encouraged us to speak good because there is
power in words (the old ones). My faith as
a follower of the Jesus Way says the same
thing (medicine). Creator has a way of
bringing us back to our roots, a full
circle. Thank you Creator for bringing me back full circle and help me
to be a medicine-speaker.
Sharon Pasula is an Indigenous spiritual and cultural resource person who lives
in Boyle Street. For more about Word On
the Street, see page 13.
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Weathering
the Summer
keri breckenridge

Keri’s Corner
What is with our seasons lately? Winter ended in late April with a slushy
snowfall, and summer began in early
May with temperatures in the high 20s.
I can recall years where we’ve skipped
autumn but I don’t remember ever
omitting spring. It seems that our seasonal weather patterns are much more
erratic in the last decade than what I remember when I was growing up.
I remember gentler transitions. The
snow would eventually disappear and
then the buds would bloom and everything thing would be green until the

temperatures cooled. This last December we held daytime highs for three
weeks until an Arctic vortex made
outside chores have a threat of frostbite. What was that? I remember when
I didn’t remember what the weather
was like. It went along as one expected. There may have been the unusual
storm or season but now we are so far
outside of normal that I can remember
the weather almost every year going
back for years because it’s been notably
weird.
As much as I enjoy summer, it makes
me uneasy. The warmer temperatures
seem to fuel unpredictable and potentially dangerous weather. I watch the
skies for signs of storms. I wonder if
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ISABELLE FOoRD

May was so warm with +30 temperatures, what will July bring? It seems everything I knew about our climate as I
was growing up is no longer valid. That
worries me.
I think that worries a lot of people. We
are deeply connected to our natural environment whether we acknowledge
that or not. The wildfires, droughts,
and floods threaten our infrastructure
and our food and water supplies. So,
when I look back over years of abnormal weather patterns, I wonder what
the future will bring and how we will
face it.

Something Funny
I’ve had coffee that was so bad, I
swear it was brewed by Syncrude
and delivered by pipeline.
Traffic in Edmonton has two
speeds: fast and faster.

Isabelle is a writer who was a
long-time resident of McCauley.

Keri lives and tries to keep track of the
weather in Boyle Street.

About a Summer of Love
reinhardt heinrichs

It was early 1990 when I was settling
into a dorm room, when a dormmate looking at my music picking
up Los Angeles 60s hippie opus
Forever Changes by the band called
Love.
I asked, “Do you know Love?” My
dorm neighbour Randy responds
with, “I was raised on Love.” Randy would further explain that both
his parents were former hippies
turned teachers and that his father
had to stop hopping trains when
he got married.

Love was “the” Los Angeles band
between the breakthrough success
of The Byrds electrifying Bob Dylan
songs and The Doors. The former
was a band coming out of nowhere
recommended to the Elektra label by
Love founder and label-mate Arthur
Lee. Lee would further contribute
to The Doors’ legend by his ex-girlfriend and companion to Jim Morrison, Pamela Courson. Jim Morrison
would write “Love Street” for The
Doors album Waiting for the Sun as a
nod to that point of history and the
jazzy sound of Love.
Love was never as famous as either
The Byrds or The Doors. They were

a multi-racial jazz influenced folk
combo plugging after The Byrds.
Because of the racial tensions of the
time, Love only played California
and London live. Their London appearances would inspire Pink Floyd
founder Syd Barrett who claimed
ideas from seeing the band live.
Robert Plant and drummer John
Bonham began together in “A Band
called Joy” and as Led Zeppelin they
borrowed the idea of the multi-head
illustration from the front cover of
Forever Changes for the back cover of
Led Zeppelin III, the band’s folkiest
release.
The classic band line-up produced

Delicious and Beautiful
DIN I NG
O UT
Noi Thai Restaurant
10724 95 Street
(780) 423-3213
audrey whitson

Conveniently located with parking
on the corner of 107A Avenue and 95
Street, Noi has taken the place of Viphalay, the Thai and Laotian restaurant formerly owned by a member
of the same family. In Thai, noi is
an adjective meaning “young” as
in “young child” or “young girl,”
and in this case, “Young Thai
Restaurant.” New perhaps, but full
of promise.

We are the first to arrive early on a
Sunday evening. The place is surprisingly spacious on the inside.
Most of the décor is familiar, but
the tables have been dressed in
stately mulberry pink cloths, laid
with traditional long-handled
cutlery, and white china with
fluted edging. The service here
is nothing short of gracious. And
the food, once ordered, appears
lightning fast.

My partner, wanting a lighter dish,
chooses the traditional Tom Yum
soup with jumbo shrimp, which arrives in a boat of a dish, more than
enough for two people to share. The
broth gives off hints of sweet and
sour, kaffir lime, basil, onions, and
lemongrass; the fresh tomatoes
are just cooked enough. “This is as

Sweet Mango Rice. David Connors

good as the picture,” my partner
says between spoonfuls. I try the
brown Massamun curry because I
like the sweet and smoky taste of
tamarind, mixed with potatoes,
onions, crunchy roasted peanuts,
and chicken. I ask for a small order

three albums: Love, Da Capo (featuring the Los Angeles hit “7 and
7 Is”), and the lush jazz infused
Forever Changes. That last album
was released in November of 1967
after a summer dominated by the
Worldwide hit of “Light My Fire”
from The Doors. Forever Changes
always sounds like sun-dappled
leaves and the smell of the rainwashed outdoors from a world of
idealized summers before I was
even born. It is something I imagine and am better for growing up
with it.
Reinhardt lives in Boyle Street with his
wife, Keri Breckenridge.

of coconut rice on the side. The potatoes are firm and hold their place
in the curry.
I cannot resist the dessert menu.
My partner contemplates the deep
fried bananas rolled in syrup or
chocolate, but I go for the sweet
mango rice, made with coconut
milk and syrup, flanked by two
perfectly cut halves of one mango.
“How did they cut the mango?”
Neither of us could figure that
one out.
The Tom Yum with shrimp was $17,
curry $16, coconut rice $3.50, and
sweet mango rice, for two, $10.
Audrey lives in Boyle Street. To learn
about her blog and books,
visit audreywhitson.com.
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#101 • 9538-103A AVE • AT THE BOYLE PLAZA
EDMONTON, AB

•

780-426-9264

W W W. B OY L E ST R E E TCL .COM • I N FO @ B OY L E ST R E E TCL .COM

JOIN US FOR OUR

JULY & AUGUST 2018
PROGRAMMING

* ALL DROP-IN PROGRAMS ARE $3 PER SESSION AND REQUIRE A CURRENT BSCL MEMBERSHIP.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS ARE FREE TO BOYLE STREET RESIDENTS. IF YOU HAVEN’T DONE SO YET,
RENEW OR SIGN UP TODAY! MEMBERSHIPS ALSO ALLOW ACCESS TO COMMUNITY LEAGUE SWIM AT
COMMONWEALTH RECREATION CENTER.

SUNDAYS

130PM-330PM BADMINTON DROP-IN*

MONDAYS

1-5:30PM PIU YUM RECREATION CLUB (FREE)
6:30-7:30PM KIDS MARTIAL ARTS AND FITNESS
7:30-8:30PM ADULT MARTIAL ARTS AND FITNESS
BOTH MARTIAL ARTS FREE TO BOYLE STREET RESIDENTS

WEDNESDAYS

6:30-7:30PM KIDS MARTIAL ARTS AND FITNESS
7:30-8:30PM ADULT MARTIAL ARTS AND FITNESS
BOTH MARTIAL ARTS FREE TO BOYLE STREET RESIDENTS

LIKE OUR
FACEBOOK
PAGE:

/BOYLESTREETCOMMUNITYLEAGUE

FIND US ON
TWITTER:
@BOYLESTREETCL

FOR UPDATES ON WHAT’S
HAPPENING AT THE PLAZA
THIS SUMMER!
WE’VE GOT GREAT SPACES FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT OR MEETING!

GET MORE DETAILS AT BOYLESTREETCL.COM
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Word On the Street Poets Announced
Paula E. Kirman • BMC News Staff

During May, 70 poems were sandblasted
into sidewalks along 95 Street and 107A
Avenue behind the Intercultural Centre
(former McCauley School), along 96 Street
and 105 Avenue by the Post Office, and by
the Garden of Truth at 108 Avenue and 97
Street. They were selected as part of the
Word On the Street project, which was led
by artist and writer Agnieszka Matejko.

Word On the Street Poets
Intercultural Centre Location
(Children’s names are not listed, but
their contribution is credited under the
school’s or organization’s name.)
Jalal Barzanji, Emma Campbell-Huxley,
Rhonda Cardinal, Yvonne Chiu
Sara Coumantarakis, Lana Dorward
Gary Garrison, Haven Garth
Leif Gregersen, Paula E. Kirman
Hannah Lister, Christel E. Travnik
Yael Neville, Kennedy Olson
Sharon Pasula, Dominik Royko
Edward Sarginson, Jamie Stewart
Rainer Stratkotter, Susie Winters
Boys and Girls Club, Norwood School, St.
Alphonsus Catholic Junior High School,
St. Teresa of Calcutta Elementary School,
Victoria School Of the Arts.

The selected poems were chosen by a
jury made up of people from community
organizations and individuals representing the diversity of the area. Matejko is
deeply grateful to all of the community
partners that made Word On the Street a
reality, including:
•
TheCanadaCouncilNewChaptergrant
•
E4C
•
The McCauley Community League
•
The City of Edmonton (particularly
Heather O’Hearn, Community Recreation Coordinator, and Jane Molstad, McCauley Revitalization Coordinator)
•
Boys and Girls Club
•
Norwood School
•
St.AlphonsusCatholicJuniorHighSchool
•
St.TeresaofCalcuttaElementarySchool
•
Victoria School Of the Arts
•
Hope Mission Wellspring,
•
Bissell Centre
•
Mustard Seed
•
Boyle Street Community Services
•
St Josaphat’s Senior’s Home
•
Mile Zero
•
Prosper Place Clubhouse
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Word On the Street poems being sandblasted into a sidewalk. Agnieszka Matejko

She gives a special thanks to
McCauley resident and poet
Leif Gregersen. “He did a lot of
work to advertise the project in
the community. He was hired

to do this but he went over and
above his salary to spread the
word. I am deeply grateful to
him for his dedication and interest in the project.”

Post Office Location
Larry Anderson, Megan Atwood
Patrick Bain, Robert Burniston
Jessica Davis, Lana Dorward
Linda Dumont, Eileen Gilchrist
Gordon Hayne, Paula E. Kirman
Heather Lee, Bruce Littlechilds
Hannah Lister, Lenoose Martial
Audria Norberg, Dominik Royko
Katrina Smy, Rebecca Sockbeson
Susie Winters.
Truth Garden Location
Margaret Roberts, Rochelle Sato
Pearl Sharphead, Dylon Sparklingeyes.
For an extended version of this article, please
visit our website: bmcnews.org.

McCauley Resident On National Quidditch Team
Sport invented in the Harry Potter series now exists in real life.
stephanie lane

Muggles playing Quidditch? With the
popularity of the Harry Potter series, it was
bound to happen.
Local McCauley resident and Edmonton
Aurors University Quidditch Team player Soleil Heaney has made it to the top 40
Quidditch players in Canada to take her
place on the Quidditch Canada National Team. She missed the cut for the travel team that would go to the Quidditch
World Championships Florence, Italy in
July to compete for the international title,
but still attends team Canada practices as
an alternate. She has aspirations of making the travel team next year to attend the
Pan-American games in 2019 and the next
World Cup in 2020.
Quidditch was originally introduced in the
Harry Potter series as a fictional sport for
wizards, flying on brooms to earn points
and find the “snitch” (an enchanted ball).
In 2014, Quidditch Canada was born out of
a growing need for a national level organization when it became popular among the
“muggles” (people without magical powers). Instead of a full broom, just the stick
is used in the muggle version. The hoops,

players, and snitch are all on the ground.
When I asked Soleil what she loves about
Quidditch, she stated, “I started playing
Quidditch after being recruited by a couple
of girls I play basketball with. I was skeptical at first; however, just one practice in
I was hooked. The sport has truly developed away from the fictional Harry Potter
game and now requires true athleticism.
I love that it combines an extremely physical game with a mental game. Quidditch
is also a great tight-knit community and
has given me the opportunity to form close
friendships all across Canada and other
countries around the world.” Heaney says
that, “the sport is like handball, dodgeball,
and rugby all in one.”
I recently attended a Quidditch tournament to find out more about the sport. It
was such a unique and awe inspiring experience. I watched the two competing teams
of 7 players play a very exciting and physical
game where they competed for points and
to find the treasured golden snitch. Even
more impressive was the sportsmanship
in their game of Quidditch. The teams gave
“team spirit awards” every game to the opposing team, and instead of shaking hands
after the game, they hug each other, which

Quidditch players riding their broomsticks. Stephanie Lane

is really great to see. This game is co-ed and
gender balanced on the field, a modern day
approach to sport.
Still confused? (it’s all very new to most of
us!) Go to the Quidditch Canada website:
quidditchcanada.com/how-to-play and
watch the video demonstration, or bet-

ter yet, come out to the Hallelujah Garage
Sale on July 7, where the Edmonton Aurors
Quidditch Club will be holding interactive
demonstrations on the sport at the McCauley Rink from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Stephanie lives in McCauley. The player she
writes about in this article is her daughter.
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Basketball Camps in Boyle Street
Plus, a look at other BSCL summer programs.
The Boyle Street Community Centre in Boyle Street Plaza has already
been host to a number of summer
events planned by a wide range of
partners and renters. For instance,
June 9 was significant for the huge
and wonderfully-organized Community Iftar hosted by Islamic Family
and Social Services Association (IFSSA) and the Green Room. We regularly host the Edmonton Sport and
Social Club’s sports programming.
We often have Muslim Girls’ Basketball, martial arts, Indigenous
drumming group, and Piu Yum for
recreational karaoke, singing, and
dance. But we have two summer
STEP positions and these folks will
be organizing and promoting programming, so stay tuned.
Summer has already started, with
some outdoor programming at the
Green Shack at St. Theresa School,
and coffee-on-patio events. Check
our ad for some of our programs,
but remember that we are always
thinking up new events, so the best
places to look are the calendar on
our website (updated regularly),
and our Facebook page, where
breaking news appears! Also, always feel free to call us (leave a
message if we aren’t there and
we will answer usually within 24

hours) or send us an e-mail info@
boylestreetcl.com. Also, we’re always open to new ideas, so feel
free to bring us an idea and volunteer to help!
Basketball camps will be held at the
plaza all summer, led by Alex Iseghohi. These camps have room for
10 Boyle Street kids for free as part
of their partnership with BSCL.
Kids from surrounding community leagues (if they are members of
their home community league) can
make up the 10 kids if not enough
BSCL kids sign up. This is a BSCL
initiative for our kids who might
not be able to afford the camp fees.
The dates for the regular
evening drop-ins and the
camps are:
July 7 & 14: 10:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m. (Basketball camp
for age group 6-8)
August 18 & 25: 10:00 a.m.
- 12:00 p.m. (Basketball camp
for age group 6-8)
July 9 to 13: 9:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. (Basketball camp
for age group 9-12)
July 16 to 20: 9:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. (Basketball camp
for age group 9-12)

July 23 to 27: 9:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m. (Basketball camp
for age group 13-18)
August 20 to 24: 9:00 a.m.
– 4:00 p.m. (Basketball camp
for age group 13-18)
August 27 to 31: 9:00 a.m.
– 4:00 p.m. (Basketball camp
for age group 9-12)

nize as many as needed to accommodate your interest! Last but not
least, our summer STEP students
will be starting to carry out our
“Humans of Boyle Street” themed
photography and story-collecting
project. If you meet them when
they are out with their cameras,
please tell them your story!

Please remember that BSCL memberships are free for this and next
year (membership year goes from
September through August, and
that members get free or reduced
rates on many programs.

On June 29 we hosted the Leisure
Access Pass Event where individuals and families needing some help
with the cost of City facilities could
sign up for the City of Edmonton’s
Leisure Access Pass and enjoy a
barbeque on the patio. Don’t worry if you missed the event - you can
apply any time at City Hall - but this
was way more fun!

Art is in the air too! BSCL members
can also be accommodated in the
art classes that take place at the Plaza. Also, we’re just starting to plan
a joint upcoming BSCL-Art Gallery
of Alberta event “Your Community
is a Work of Art—Literally!” Boyle
Street is one of the Edmonton
neighbourhoods featured in AGA’s
recently opened exhibition Hubert
Hohn: “Edmonton Entrances and
Suburban Landscapes.” In conjunction with the exhibit, we’re planning a tour followed by patio event
at the Plaza. Please let us know if
you are interested, as these tours
are restricted to 30 people in each.
However, we would be glad to orga-

Now that our website and Facebook
page are up to date and running, we
will be posting notices and recognition of as many of these events as
we can, but also keep an eye on other city-wide community groups to
see what events they are planning
on holding in our great community! Boyle Street is the community
with heart in the heart of the city,
and our heart beats for you, our community members.
- Your BSCL Board

Safe Consumption Conversation Attracts Large Group
elisa zenari & mark davis

McCauley Community Safety Meeting
A public conversation about Harm Reduction, Safe Consumption Services,
and Needle Clean Up attracted 45 attendees to the Edmonton Intercultural
Centre on May 15. The event was the
twelfth in an ongoing series of McCauley Community Safety Meetings convened by REACH (Edmonton Council
for Safe Communities) since August
2016. This meeting was co-facilitated
by the McCauley Safety Council.
With each event, the meeting collective
has expanded, becoming more inclusive and representative. Stakeholders
represented on May 15 included Abundant Communities, BGCBigs, Chinatown BIA, E4C, EPS, the Highlands-Norwood MLA, McCauley Community
League, McCauley Revitalization, The
Mustard Seed, Neighbourhood Empowerment Team, Streetworks, Viva
Italia, and the Ward 6 City Councillor.
Fifty-one percent of attendees were
McCauley residents. A panel invited
to respond to stakeholders’ questions
included representatives from Boyle
McCauley Health Centre, Boyle Street

Community Services, Capital City
Clean Up, Inner City Health and Wellness, and Safe Consumption Services.
While little objection to Harm Reduction principles was expressed, concern
was voiced about the “clustering” of services in or near McCauley. Less concern
was expressed about Safe Consumption Services than about the interplay
between organized crime, gangs, illicit
drugs, and problem properties. The
panel expressed a desire for ongoing dialogue to hear concerns and share updates and statistics. Boyle Street Community Services invited community
members to tour its Safe Consumption
Site. Overall, the atmosphere was positive and inclusive, allowing respectful
and tolerant discussion. A connectedness between attendees was evident.
McCauley Safety Council
The meeting also incorporated an overview of the McCauley Safety Council.
The Safety Council is a group of volunteers and agency representatives,
supported by EPS, Bylaw Enforcement
and REACH. The group supports projects such as Big Cleans, Pick It Up, and
a syringe pick up partnership with The
Mustard Seed. Its distribution of “Who

to Call” postcards was recently completed. The Council is currently looking for
a community member to lead its annual Lights on Campaign.

versations around Crime Prevention
Through Environmental Design, Problem Properties, and a follow-up/report
back from Safe Consumption Services.

Santo’s/Running Horse Saloon
An update was provided on the Santo’s application to the Alberta Gaming
and Liquor Commission for a Minors
Prohibited Liquor Licence. Twenty-six
McCauley community members officially objected by writing letters to
AGLC opposing the application. AGLC
initially denied the application on April
9 “based on a lack of community support.” However, as requested by the
applicant, a hearing took place on May
28 and 29, and AGLC reversed its ruling
and granted the applicant’s licence on
June 5. Objectors, including the Viva
Italia District Association and the McCauley Community League, will be
meeting to discuss how to move forward. Increased common purpose and
connectivity are positive outcomes of
the collective community action in response to this concern.

The date of the next McCauley Community Safety Meeting will be announced soon. For further information, or to be added to the invite list,
contact mark.davis@reachedmonton.ca.

Moving Forward
The McCauley Safety Council and
REACH will convene more information-sharing events. Watch for con-

The next Safety Council Meeting will
take place on July 23, from 5 to 6:30
p.m. at the Sacred Heart Church rectory. For further information, contact
elisa.zenari@gmail.com.
Collectively, residents, businesses,
agencies and community groups
make up a movement with the capacity to improve the quality of life of all
members of the community. If you feel
strongly about an issue in your community, start a conversation. And, always report your concerns. Resources
cannot be allocated to a situation that
goes unreported.
Elisa Zenari is the McCauley Safety
Council Chair. Mark Davis is the REACH
McCauley Community Coordinator.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTS GET FREE
CLASSIFIED ADS! Email five lines or less
to editor@bmcnews.org
Note: We fit as many ads here as we
can. For more classifieds, visit our
website at bmcnews.org.

HOPE MISSION 9908 106 Avenue (780) 422-2018
HOPE MISSION MEALS:
Monday - Friday
Breakfast 7:30 - 8:15 a.m.
Lunch 12:00 - 12:45 p.m.
Supper 5:00 - 5:45 p.m.
Weekends & Holidays
Brunch 10:45 am - 11:30 a.m.
Supper 4:15 - 5:00 p.m.
HOPE MISSION SHELTER:
Men, Women, Youth
Doors open 8:30 p.m. - 12:00 p.m.
HOPE MISSION COMMUNITY CHURCH:
Sunday

Church and
agency services

2:00 p.m. Hope Mission Centre - 9908 106 Avenue
7:00 p.m. Herb Jamieson Centre - 10014 105A Avenue
HOPE MISSION HEALTH CLINIC:
Family Doctor Tuesday and Thursday

BISSELL CENTRE
(780) 423-2285
Drop-in Centre: Monday – Friday 7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. /Saturdays:
12 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Child Care Centre: Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 4:15 p.m. (reservations preferred)
Women’s Lunch: Tuesdays and Thursday at noon
Health for Two: Tuesdays at 12 p.m.
Parenting Classes: Mondays at 11 a.m.
Free Tax Workshops: Wednesdays 12:30 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Haircuts: Tuesdays 1 to 3 p.m. (sign up at 12:15, first come
first serve)

Walk in: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Family Doctor (Male Patients) Monday - Friday
Walk in: 2:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Psychiatrist Monday - Friday
Appointment only - call (780) 244-2018 Ext. 278
NICOTINE ANONYMOUS
RICK (780) 474-5593
GWYNN (780) 443-3020
Support for smokers who are trying to quit.
Call Nicotine Anonymous.

BOYLE MCCAULEY HEALTH CENTRE
10628 – 96 Street
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Friday 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Women’s Health
Promotion Evening: Thursdays (except the last Thursday of the
month) from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. preceded by yoga class at
3:30 p.m. for one hour.
Foot Clinic - Wednesday from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Dental - Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Streetworks
during clinic hours.
BOYLE STREET COMMUNITY SERVICES
10116 – 105 Avenue
(780) 424-4106
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Youth night: Wed. 4-7
p.m. Adult Drop-In open all day – 8.30 – 4.30 . Lunch: Monday-Friday at 11.30. Free repairs for eyeglasses every Monday,
9 a.m.-1 p.m; housing, family, youth, mental health and outreach programs available.
INNER CITY PASTORAL MINISTRY
10527-96 St. NW
(780) 424-7652
Pastor Rick Chapman
Pastoral Assistant: Michelle Nieviadomy
Sunday Service: 11 a.m. - noon
Sunday Lunch: Noon - 1 p.m.
THE ROCK OUTREACH
11004 – 96 Street NW
Phone (780) 426-1122
Breakfasts: Tuesday to Thursday 7-9 a.m.
Kids Club: Third Monday of the Month
THE SALVATION ARMY
ADDICTIONS & RESIDENTIAL CENTRE
9611 -102 Avenue
(780) 429-4274
Men’s Transitional Housing, Transformations Addiction Recovery
Program, Community Support Services, Chapel Service, Volunteer Opportunities.

SACRED HEART CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES
(780) 422-3052 for further info on anything listed here. Eucharist is held each Sunday at 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 7
p.m. Bimonthly programs available to prepare parents for
their child’s Baptism, First Communion and Confirmations.
Traditional Native Wakes, in First Nations, Métis, and Inuit
traditions. AA meets in the Parish Hall. Eating Disorder Group
meets each week. White Stone Project and Edmonton Inner
City Children’s Project Society run their programs in conjunction with Parish programs. Gospel music festivals, dances,
youth dances, pancake breakfasts and Feasts are held in the
hall throughout the year.
The Learning Centre Literacy Association is
seeking volunteer tutors to help adults develop reading, writing
and/or math skills. Volunteers participate in group learning, tutor
one-to-one, or assist drop-in learners. Skills and Experience: High
school level reading, writing and/or math skills. Openness to
tutor and learn with adults with various life experiences, including
living with homelessness. Two locations: Boyle Street Community
Services and Abbottsfield Mall.
Contact: Denis Lapierre, Coordinator
780-429-0675 or
email:dl.learningcentre@shaw.ca
NETWORKS ACTIVITY CENTRE
780-474-3363, EXT. 302. Volunteer! JOIN OUR TEAM! Networks
Activity Centre provides adults with brain injury a program that
promotes an active lifestyle through opportunities for social interaction, physical activity, and community involvement. Volunteering
with Networks Activity Centre is a wonderful way to enrich your
life and touch the lives of those we serve. If you are interested in
joining our volunteer team please call 780-474-3363 ext. 302.

WOMEN’S HEALTH CLINIC
Located in the Women’s Emergency Accommodation Centre
is open Monday - Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Closed on Thursday and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME TO JOIN MCCAULEY CLUB.

THE MUSTARD SEED
10635 – 96 Street
(780) 426-5600
Evening Meals: Mon.-Fri. 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Sat. 5:00-6:00 p.m.
Food Depot: Tues. and Thurs. afternoons 1:00-3:00 p.m.,
Wed. evenings 8:00-9:00 p.m.

physical activity, health & nutrition, academic support, life skills,

Drop-In Coffee: Monday - Friday afternoons
3:00-6:00 p.m.
Evening Drop-In: Saturday 6-10 p.m.
Personal Assistance Centre (PAC, clothing ministry) 10568114 Street, side door
Mon: 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.
Wed.: 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Thurs: 1:00 - 3:30 p.m.
For more information call The Mustard Seed, at (780) 4265600 or visit: www.theseed.ca

Kids from age 6 to 17 are invited join after school programs that
run from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri., & from
2:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Thurs. Programs include arts & culture,
and leadership. Drop in at 9425 109A Ave. or call (780) 8222549 for details. Offered free of charge.
P.A.L.S. Project Adult Literacy Society Needs
Volunteers
Work with adult students in the ESL - English as a Second Language program. Training, materials, and supplies provided. Call
(780) 424-5514 for more information.
BUILDING BRIDGES
Building Bridges All Nations First Nations Fusion Church Services
Sundays, 3 to 6 p.m. at St. Faith’s Anglican Church, 11725-93
Street.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
AND ACTIVITIES
NEIGHBOURHOOD PAINTING
Randy, 25 years experience, $12/hour.Offering Indoor
(year round) and/or Outdoor (seasonal). Some of the
work I have completed is taking care of all the painting needs at The Rock/ Breakfast Club. To contact me,
please leave a message at (780) 426-1122.
WIRELESS NETWORKING
Are you tired of your street using your wireless Internet connection? I can set up your Wireless Router and
increase your network security. Call Kevan at (780) 9835343.
HANDS ON LTD. CONTRACTED SERVICES
Offers: Residential and office cleaning. Move ins and
move outs and yard maintenance. Call Linda at (780)
619-4776.
COMMONWEALTH COMMUNITY
REC CENTRE ACCESS
All Amenities, Sundays 1-3 p.m.
FREE for MCL and BSCL members.
FREE KIDS COMPETITIVE SWIM PROGRAM
For kids ages 6 to 14 at Commonwealth Pool. Must
be able to swim 25m unassisted. Must live within the
McCauley boundary.
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 4 p.m. to 5
p.m. Contact Corrine @ (780) 421-1189 or
corrinecoffey@shaw.ca.
PIU YUM RECREATION CLUB
Dancing, Exercise, and Singing Everyone is welcome,
free admission. Every Monday from 1:00 to 5:30 p.m.
Boyle Street Plaza 9538 – 103A Avenue.
Free Counselling
Free counselling intended for personal growth from
a professional counsellor with a Christian perspective. Experience freedom from or learn to cope with:
Depressive and Anxious Thoughts, Loneliness, Low
Self-Esteem, Low Self-Confidence, Fear of the Future,
Trauma, Loss and Grief, Addictions, Personality Issues, Relationship Issues, or Fear of Harm. Regardless of your Christian Denomination, Religion, or lack
of Religion, if you have reached 18 years of age, you
are very welcome for individual or group counselling.
Strictly no money or donation involved. The main objective of this Christian outreach service is to reach
out to those who are hurting and, if they choose, to
help them transform their lives through Christ and the
Church community. Please feel free to email for an
appointment: Rev. Dr. Davis P. Tharayil, PhD
churchoftheresurrection.accc@gmail.com
MAJESTIC INK
Willing to do snow shoveling. Call with 24 hours’ notice. Seniors and residential area. Negotiable flat rate.
Call Mo: 780-616-3941.
DIRTY CARS NO MORE
Dirty car or filthy work truck? NINJATEC DETAILING is
my small business and I can detail your vehicles either
at home in the Boyle Street/McCauley area or out of
my garage in the west end. Prices are about half of
what you’d pay at those “other” shops, and I’m a lot
more picky and thorough than they are because I do it
the old fashioned hotrod way....BY HAND!! (780) 5662871 anytime...NINJATEC DETAILING - Make sure you
check out my Facebook page!
MATH TUTORING
Offering math tutoring from junior high to undergraduate levels. Rate: $30/hour, Phone Nathan Binnema:
(587) 337-4189, email: ernienathan@protonmail.com.
Willing to make house calls for residents of Boyle
Street and McCauley. Contact for availability.
BICYCLE TUNE UPS
$25 to tighten, adjust, and clean your two-wheeled
treasure – call Alf at (780) 218-2838.
STAY AND PLAY
Norwood Child and Family Resource Centre has started a new Stay and Play playgroup at the McCauley
Boys and Girls Club on Tuesdays! This drop-in group
will run from April 3 until June 19 and is for families
with children aged 0-6. Join us from 10:00 a.m.- 12:00
p.m. to play with your child, meet new friends, and
learn new fun activities in a fun environment! Please
call (780) 471-3737 for more information on this or
any of our other Stay and Play groups!
spring clean up
Local carpenter/handyman willing to work with you
to spruce up your yard and home. Wages depend on
work to be performed. Call Darcy at (780) 200-6492.
child caregiver wanted in mccauley
Salary $13.60 to $14.00/hour, 40 hour week. As
soon as possible.
Kindergarten age (4 - 5 years), 2 years. Employer’s
home. Optional accommodation available at no charge
on a live-in basis. Note: This is NOT a condition of
employment. Apply: marizel73@hotmail.com or (780)
474-7076 4 p.m.-9 p.m. Weekdays.
Requirements:
Maintain a safe and healthy environment in the home.
Bathe, dress, and feed infants and children. Discipline
children according to the methods requested by the
parents. Organize activities such as games and outings for children. Prepare and serve nutritious meals.
Supervise and care for children.
FREE COMMUNITY BBQ
Thrive Community Outreach is serving a free community BBQ from 12:30-2 p.m. (or while supplies last)
on July 14 at Boyle Street Plaza. Free food, haircuts,
crafts, entertainment.

FREE MONDAY EVENING GUITAR LESSONS
Instructor: Steven Johnson
Drop in guitar lessons for all ages and skill
levels.
(Children under 12 must be accompanied by
an adult)
Everyone welcome. Guitars available to use.
Every Monday evening - 8:15 p.m. – 9:30
p.m.
Location: McCauley Boys & Girls Club,
(9425 109A Avenue).
To sign up for guitar lessons or for more
info call (780) 424-2870 or (780) 271-5995
Sponsored by the McCauley Community
League, E4C and Ansgar Danish Lutheran
Church.
WECAN FOOD BASKET
Make Your Monthly Grocery Supply
More Complete for Less!
Monthly Food Basket $15/meat order, $10/
produce order – Annual Membership is $5.
Upcoming deadlines for payment are: July 6
& August 10. Payment can be at McCauley
Boys & Girls Club, during business hours,
Monday – Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Next depot dates are Thursday, July 19 &
August 23, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at McCauley
Boys & Girls Club (9425 109A Avenue).
For more info please contact (780) 4242870 or (780)-413-4525.
Website info: www.wecanfood.com
STREET PRINTS ARTIST COLLECTIVE
Creating opportunities for independent
artists to market and sell.
A small but growing group of artists and
community development folks, volunteering
together to market and sell the works and
prints of artists who consign their works for
a minimal fee. Meetings happen bi-weekly as
per the availability of members.
Art Studio Time for Artists – Fridays 2-4
p.m.
Location: Bissell Centre (10527 96 Street)
For more info please contact (780) 2881778 or (780) 271-5995.
Facebook page: @streetprintscollective
E-mail: streetprintscollective@gmail.com

Mondayc
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DROP IN SOCCER RECREATIONAL
PLAY
Weekly Recreational Soccer Fun! (Hosted by e4c/icrwp) Tuesdays 1-3 P.M.
Come alone or with friends to join in drop-in
recreational soccer! Everyone is welcome
and we play to have fun and to everyone’s
ability. Developed through community partnership with E4C and Inner City Recreation
Program.
OUTDOORS though Spring/Summer/Fall
(May-Sept)
Sacred Heart Church Park (10821 96
Street)
INDOOR Rain out days and throughout Winter months (October -April)
Location: Boyle Street Community YMCA
Gym 10350 95 Street.
For more info please contact (780) 2715995 or (587) 337-9860

More information about E4C programs can
be found in the Classifieds section of our
website at bmcnews.org.
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Ode to Clean Up Volunteers

Leaf a Legacy

Encouraging great yards and gardens in McCauley.
joanne mcneal

The Leaf a Legacy Garden Awards
were created about five years ago to
encourage and reward residents of
McCauley who created wonderful
gardens and yards, thereby improving the neighbourhood. Through
Revitalization, these awards were
broadly patterned after Front Yards
in Bloom. The goal was to make our
neighbourhood more welcoming
and friendly by showing visitors
that we care about McCauley.

Several volunteers hard at work. From left: Monika, Kenny, Roxy, and Sheldon. Taro Hashimoto
taro hashimoto

The volunteers of the Annual McCauley Clean Up stand for all that is good,
despite any shortcomings and resistance. It shows the character of who
we are: the grit and determination,
the humility and reservation, the
blood, sweat, and tears.
When called to duty and to support
a cause, we McCauley community
volunteers grind out a winner every
time. Each year, we have brothers and
sisters who are no longer able to perform as they once could. For them,
we dig deeper and prove our commitment. For the children and elderly
who need a safe and welcoming place
to call home, we follow through. And
with each bead of sweat, blister, and
ache we feel, there is redemption.

The Annual McCauley Clean Up on
June 9 began from before 6 a.m. and
lasted until 6 p.m. (that’s 12 hours,
folks). Twelve hours of persistence
and determination to make it work.
Twelve hours of togetherness and
putting all selfishness aside. Load after load for the community. Toss after
lift, lift after toss…
But we do things like this on a daily basis. We simply put it on display
once a year like a championship win
trophy. The other 364 days are what
allow us to bring it on home for the
people.
Taro is the e4c Community Development Officer & Coordinator for Volunteers for Heart of the City Festival
and Annual McCauley Community
Clean Up.

Editor Receives Award from ESPC

Boyle McCauley News Editor Paula E. Kirman received the Edmonton Social
Planning Council’s Award of Merit for Advocacy of Social Justice on May 24. She
is pictured between ESPC Research Coordinator John Kolkman and his wife Kate
Quinn, both McCauley residents and founders of the paper. Melissa Scott

So how does it work? A group of a
half-dozen residents who are avid
gardeners, meet and divide our McCauley into 10 different areas. Each
gardener walks their areas multiple times, and they select the ten
best gardens in their area. They try
to be impartial and find new yards
to reward every year. Each garden
nominated receives a sign, like the
one pictured below, to acknowledge
and reward all the work the resident
has done to beautify McCauley. One
winner is chosen for each area, and
they receive a special award and gift.
These winners are photographed
and pictures appear in Boyle McCauley News.
So what’s the criteria for “best gardens?” It could be “showing improvement” or “extra effort” to

beautify the yard and improve the
neighbourhood. Don’t worry - we
know our weather has been hot and
dry, or rainy and windy, and some
plants don’t thrive. Gardens always
change - they are a living work of art
- so continue the work to make your
yard even more beautiful than ever!
So, look around and see what your
neighbours are doing this year. If
you notice a spectacular yard, let us
know through the new website Cultivate McCauley.ca created by Master
Gardener Dustin Bajer. E-mail him at
contact@CultivateMcCauley.ca.
The timelines are somewhat flexible, but neighbour evaluators will
be walking around all areas of McCauley between July 15 and 30, and
then you should see signs go up like
the one shown below. A celebration
of the area winners is usually held in
September. Don’t forget - there are
many ideas about what beauty is, so
show yours in your yard! Let’s show
our pride in McCauley by making
our gardens the most beautiful they
can be!
Joanne McNeal, a McCauley resident
for the past 12 years, retired arts professor, artist, musician, and gardener,
who helped organize the first Garden
Crawl in June. For more about the McCauley Garden Crawls, see page four.

